
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The most important truth 
It is often forgotten that the letters of St Paul are the earliest 
Christian writings that we have; the first letter to the Corinthians, 
from which the second readings at each Sunday Mass until Lent 
begins are taken, was written in about AD 58, at least a decade 
before the first of the Gospels. 

While Paul was not a disciple of Jesus until after the Resurrection, 
he makes the claim to have met Jesus ‘as one untimely born’, 
(1 Corinthians 15:8) and therefore he speaks as one who knows 
Jesus. 

However, he makes no claim about having a special revelation of his 
own. Although he refers to his own preaching, he speaks in unity 
with all the witnesses of the Resurrection, Cephas (Peter) and all the 
Apostles as well as to more than five hundred of the ‘brothers and 
sisters’, and this is the Gospel that ‘we preach’. He delivers what he 
received from the Apostles and eyewitnesses.  

It is the Resurrection that is the fundamental message of the Gospel, 
because this is the ‘Good News’. There are some who will pick out 
particular parts of the teaching of Jesus as being the core of the 
Gospel; perhaps the Sermon on the Mount, or one of the Parables, 
but Paul mentions none of these.  

“For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with 
the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day in accordance with the Scriptures.” 
 (1 Corinthians 15:3-4) 

Over the next three Sundays we will be reading of how the Gospel 
(Good News) of the Resurrection is the basis of Christian Hope. 
Hope is the theme of this present Jubilee Year, so this year, in 
particular we are prompted to look at these passages with particular 
interest. 

As already mentioned, this was written before any of the Gospels, 
but is not simply the writing of a convert preacher. He is writing 
from the heart of the Early Church — he is delivering what he has 
received — the ‘tradition’ of the Gospel. 

The word ‘traditional’ has had, in some quarters become a term of 
disapproval; even of abuse. Although from the same root, the words 
‘Tradition’and ‘Traditional’ have come to have distinct meanings. 
The origin of the word is in the Latin ‘tradere’ meaning to hand on 
or to hand over. It is from this that we get the word ‘trade’, as in 
commerce. The handing on of the message of truth is done with the 
same honesty that we hope commercial transactions are done.  

‘Traditions’ can grow up, can come in from other sources, and some 
can be helpful, others may be for their own time only, and some can 
be dangerous distortions of the truth. For example, Christmas Trees 
are a tradition that has no root in the Gospel, but are harmless and 

help us to celebrate the feast of the birth of Jesus. We may even 
remember that the evergreen nature of the Christmas tree reminds us 
of the promise of everlasting life and the hope of resurrection. The 
Rosary is another tradition; it is not, in itself, found in the Gospels, 
but is a supremely helpful tradition which is an aid to prayer, and 
helps us meditate on the fundamental truths of the Gospel. Other 
traditions which the Church embraced in past years have been found 
to have become less useful in this present age; the manner in which 
the Curia and the Vatican modelled itself on a Renassance secular 
court lost any relevance by the end of the ninteenth century is one. 

The ‘tradition’ that Paul is handing on is the Good News, and the 
language that he is using is not simply his own. At many points in 
his letters he includes what must be early Christian hymns, and, as 
Chris Oliver points out in his commentary on our readings today, 
there is a ‘credal formula’ to the way in which Paul hands on the 
basis of our faith; the death, burial, resurrection and appearances of 
Jesus. 

All the Gospels have a ‘Passion Narrative’, and all the preachings 
that are recorded in the Book of the Acts of the Apostles tell this 
same story. Here is the core of the faith; not so much the teaching of 
Jesus, however valuable that is, but his sacrificial death; his 
resurrection, and the reasons for our belief in this resurrection. 

It was important to Paul that the faith he was proclaiming was the 
same as the faith of the rest of the Apostles. His letter to the 
Galatians reveals that there were those who were trying to convert 
gentile Christians to a form of Jewish Christianity, in defiance of the 
decision of the ‘Council of Jerusalem’ (see Acts of the Apostles,15). 

Today we meet a different issue. It is expressed in the phrase 
‘Cultural Christian’. A cultural Christian will acknowledge that 
Jesus was a great teacher, and that the bits of the ethics of the 
Gospel with which they agree are a general guide to good behaviour. 
A cultural Christian will probably believe in an afterlife, into which 
all their friends will have passed and are now looking down on 
them. The Church may be a worthwhile part of society, especially in 
terms of its charitable works, but need not be entered except for 
social occasions (weddings, funerals memorial services and the like) 
and that preachers should not say anything to challenge them. The 
cultural Christian’s image of Jesus is the baby in the manger, a Jesus 
that is well wrapped up to be kept under control. 

This is not the Gospel (Good News) that St Paul and the other 
Apostles preached. At the heart of the preaching is the Passion and 
the Resurrection, an event that brought about the reconcilation of 
God and mankind, the forgiveness of sins through Baptism and the 
Christian life and the dawn of a new hope for the world. Jesus is not 
a helpless baby, but the resurrected Lord, empowering the Church 
through the Holy Spirit with a mission to bring that hope to all. 



 

Sunday 
 

5th Sunday 
Of the Year 

9.00 am 
11.00 am 
4.45 pm 

Mass 
Mass  
Mass (Syro Malabar Rite) 

Thomas Donnelly RIP 
The Parish 

Monday 
St. Scholastica 

9.00 am 
 

Mass 
 

Maureen Carroll’s 
Intentions 

Tuesday 
Our Lady of 
Lourdes 

9.00 am 
4.30 pm 

Mass 
Reception of the Body of  
Jean O’Neill RIP 

Marcelle Brown 
 

Wednesday 
Feria 

9.00 am 
 
10.30 am 

Mass 
 
Funeral Mass 

Teresa Redmond’s 
Intentions 
Jean O’Neill RIP 

Thursday 
Feria 

9-11.00 am 
7.00 pm 

Holy Hours of Adoration 
Mass 

 
Maureen Cahalane 

Friday 
SS Cyril & 
Methodius 

9.00 am 
 

Mass 
 

Valerie Hanson RIP 

Saturday 
Feria 

9.00 am 
9.45 am 

Mass 
Confessions 

Thomas Donnelly 
RIP 

Sunday 
6th Sunday 
Of the Year 

9.00 am 
11.00 am 
 
4.45 pm 

Mass 
Mass 
 
Mass (Syro-Malabar Rite) 

The Parish 
Nora Scott & 
Family’s Intentions 

 

Your Offering to the Parish: Last Week Was £446.88. Thank you! 
Standing Order gifts to the Parish: Each week £580 is given through standing orders. 

Donations through the Diocese: An average of £90 is given each week. 
Gift Aid benefits to the parish: The value of Gift Aid averages £136 per week. 

Cleaners This Week: The Church is cleaned and sanitised on a regular basis. 

Counters this Week: CC & BM. 
 

Readings for this Sunday: 
— see inside for details 

Isaiah 6: 1-2a, 3-8:  Here I am! Send me. 
Corinthians 15: 1-11:  So we preached and so you believed.  

Luke 5: 1-11: They left everything and followed him. 
 

Readings for next Sunday (CTS New Sunday Missal Page 987) 
 

Jeremiah 17: 5-8; 1 Corinthians 15: 12, 16-20; Luke 6: 17, 20-26. 
 

 

During This Season   Peace on Earth; Christian Unity;  

Of Ordinary Time, Winter,  Victims of Trafficking; Racial Justice; 
We Are Asked to Pray For: The Sick and Their Carers; The Unemployed. 

Please Pray for the Sick: 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 

 
 

Anniversaries: 
May they Rest in Peace 

 

Selina Gee Charles Pallett 
Sabina Hadley John King 
Winifred Rook-Ley Phyllis Robertson 
Patricia Stenson Patrick Malone 
Michael Cawley Emily Middleton 
Elizabeth McMahon Grace Hurrell 
Avvocatina Falcone Lucy Willett 
William Moore Peter Brittain 
Zbyszek Wasiukiewicz Ivy Myles 
Wanda Wasiukiewicz Juris Dimpers 
Sarah Timlin William Fossey 
Joseph Daly Ollie O’Brien 
Thomas Hall  

 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
FOR FEBRUARY 

Let us pray that the ecclesial 
community might welcome the desires 
and doubts of those young people who 
feel a call to serve Christ's mission in 

the priesthood and religious life.

 

 

9th February 2025 
Fifth Sunday of the Year 

CTS New Sunday Missal - Year C 
Page 983 

 
22 Park Avenue North 
Northampton. NN3 2HS 
Website: www.stgregory.org.uk 

Priest: 
Fr Andrew Behrens   713015 
E-mail: frandrew.behrens@northamptondiocese.org 
Deacon: 
Rev Michael Fleming   647750 
E-mail: mvf@btinternet.com 
Parish Secretary: 
Caryll Comley  713015 
Email: parish.stgregory@northamptondiocese.org 
Safeguarding representative 
Carol McNeil  07906802615 

Thank you to everyone who is signing in to Caspar. However, there are many 
who have not asked to receive the newsletter; please do request to receive the 
Newsletter by email; this will allow us to print fewer copies, reducing our 
environmental footprint (and reducing the printing cost). There are some who 
have experienced difficulty in registering, or in logging in after registering. 
Caryll is trying to sort out all the problems that are occurring — please be 
patient. 
However, the more serious issue is that those who have not signed in to 
CASPAR are no longer registered with the parish. The importance of this 
cannot be under-estimated, 
Please register as soon as you can, and include your home address, telephone 
number and email address in the ‘About You’ tab and ask for the newsletter in 
the ‘Your Church’ tab. It is helpful if you can indicate which Mass you 
normally attend. 

 www.caspar.church/me?ID=56067 
You will need internet access for a security code which will be sent to you by email. (Check 
junk/spam and set CASPAR not to be treated as spam.) 

Going 
on 
up 



Notices of Interest 
Repository: The Repository is open after Sunday Masses for the sale of 
cards and religious goods. Priests Calendars are available, £10 each. Any 
queries or volunteers to 01604 629103 or Kath.healey.789@gmail.com 
 
 

I have had notice of the availability of the new Weekday and Daily 
Missals from about April 27th.  The Weekday Missal has the Masses for 
each day, cost £55.00 and the Daily Missal has all the Masses, 
cost £69.00.  I can pre-order or wait till they appear.  There was no 
shortage of the Sunday Missals so no need to panic! Kathleen Healey 
 

Bible Alive for February is now available - only £3.00! If you wish to 
purchase a copy, they are in the narthex as you come into church. 
 

Nazareth House: For the next three Sundays Fr Andrew will be saying 
Sunday Mass at Nazareth House at 11am, but will be back to join people for 
refreshments after Mass. Fr Tony will be celebrating Mass at St Gregory’s, Fr 
Bennie will be celebrating Mass at Aston-le-Walls each Sunday.  
 

Divine Will Prayer Group: The Divine Will prayer group will take 
place via zoom on the first Thurs of every month 7pm, with the remaining 
Thursdays of the month at Our Lady's Great Billing 7pm. All welcome. 
Those wanting to join the zoom meeting message Mark on 07724 337196. 
 

Choir Notes: Next practice: Saturday 8 February 11-12.  Alec 
 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham: This year our diocesan 
pilgrimage to Walsingham takes place on Saturday 14 June. The 
pilgrimage will begin with Mass at the Basilica in the Catholic Shrine at 
midday followed by lunch & at 3pm pilgrims process from the Shrine, on 
the holy mile to the Abbey Grounds for the final service. Parish groups 
are welcome to attend & encouraged to bring parish banners with them 
for the procession. All are welcome.  
 

Next Sunday there will be Olive Wood crafts on sale in the Hall after 
both Masses from the Good Shepherd Company, the Holy Land: 
“We are the Good Shepherd Company from the Holy land (Bethlehem) 
which is based in Nottingham. Our goal is to support and help the 
Christian families in the Holy Land to stay at work as olive wood carvers 
as it is the most important source of income for them, as 90% of the 
Christians rely on this sale. So by selling their produce here on their 
behalf, this will prevent the Christians from leaving the country in search 
of better work opportunities. As a test survey from the bishops of 
Jerusalem there are only forty one thousand Christians left in the area.” 
 

Ceili Dancing is ongoing in the Church Hall every Wednesday evening, 
7.30-8.45pm. Everyone welcome to join our friendly group. To find out 
more phone Pat on 07710624921, or just turn up! 
 

Fire Safety: Please be careful with the votive candle stands, and 
especially please ensure that children are safe. Unlit candles must not be 
placed on the trays under the places for candles and candles must not be 
stacked one on top of another. 
 

'A Journey of Hope' Lenten Accompaniment Prayer: For the 
Jubilee Year this Lent, there is an opportunity of a retreat in daily life, on 
Mondays from 3rd March. Begin or deepen your prayer life, get to know 
the Scriptures better, and above all, grow in faith and in love for the Lord 
who loves you. You will receive weekly one-to-one support from an 
experienced prayer guide on zoom. To find out more, sign up to our 
introductory webinar on Monday 3rd February, 7.30-8.30pm:   
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/northamptondiocese/1506153  
 

Parish Finances: Much the easiest way to support the parish financially 
is through a standing order directly from your own bank account. The 
information required for this is as follows: 
Bank;                 NatWest 
Sort Code;             60-06-11 
Account Number; 46898093  
Account Name;     Northampton Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust 
Payment Ref; Parish Name/Area: (St. Gregory’s, Northampton) 
 

Tots @ St Gregory’s: If you have the care of a baby or pre-school 
child on Tuesday mornings join us in the church hall from 9.30-11.30. 
Just £1 for you & any number of children & includes snacks for the 
children & yourself - excellent value for money! We run throughout term 
time. Looking forward to seeing you!  
 

Exploring Safeguarding: join our Called & Equipped group as we take 
a look at safeguarding and what it means for ourselves and our parishes. 
This is an opportunity for those in parish ministries to get a better 
understanding of safeguarding from our diocesan safeguarding team, 
Danielle Dixon and Laura Lester. The venue is Holy Ghost Church, Luton 
on Saturday 8 March from 10am-1pm. Previous groups have found the 
presentation very inspiring and the best safeguarding training they have 
ever received. Sign up at  
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.tickettailor.com/events/nort
hamptondiocese/1544289&source=gmail-
imap&ust=1738149208000000&usg=AOvVaw1K0HOvOM-c 
mcuwMRGI4R3v> https://www.tickettailor.com/events/northamptondio
cese/1544289 
 

 

Big Parenting Questions is an event for mums, dads & carers, 
designed to offer hope & help through the turbulence of those tween 
years. It's packed with practical advice & strategies to help parents feel 
better equipped to come alongside their child as they try & establish their 
identity, assert their independence & find their place in the world. Find 
out more & book your tickets: cff.org.uk/bigparenting 
 

PARISH PILGRIMAGE: Following a number of requests for a Parish 
Pilgrimage, Sacred Heart parish are looking at a visit to Wintershall, to 
experience The Story of Jesus, brought to life. Discover the wonder of 
Jesus’ life with an unforgettable event for all the family. The Life of 
Christ is a play like no other, placing you in the middle of an immersive 
theatre experience. Join over a hundred actors in the stunning grounds of 
Wintershall Estate as this magnificent story is movingly recreated with 
authentic detail in an epic open- air production. Watch the Wedding in 
Cana, the Feeding of the 5000 and the Last Supper unfold before your 
eyes. Visit Bethlehem, Galilee and Jerusalem. Fabulous day for all the 
family. Details to follow but keep the date free (17th – 21st June)! 
 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
Baptism Preparation: The next session will be on Monday 3rd March, 
7pm, in the Sacristy. Please note you will need to phone Deacon Michael 
on 07999808997 before you attend, to book a place. 
First Holy Communion 2024/5: First Holy Communion 2025 
Registration is now complete, and there is no more space this year. 
Confirmation in 2025: Apologies that this date was missed; this was 
caused by unavoidable circumstances. Please will any wishing to enrol 
please email to childrens.liturgy@stgregory.org.uk to register that you 
want to enrol for the next Confirmation. The Confirmation will be in the 
afternoon of Sunday September 7th 2025. 

Church Cleaning: Helpers needed to clean the Church on last Sat. every 
month (next – 22nd February), after morning Mass. All welcome, 
especially younger, more energetic ones! 
 

Bl. Cyprian Tansi Prayer Group prays together online via Skype and 
by telephone and on the first Saturday of the month, here in the Hall:  
10.00 am-12.00 pm. 
 

Refreshment Donations: Below is the schedule for refreshment 
donations through the year: 

From the first Sunday in Advent 
to the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord:  The Hope Centre 

From the Second Sunday in ordinary time 
to the last Sunday before Ash Wednesday:  Gregory Care 
Through Lent and Eastertide:   CAFOD 
Ordinary Time until the end of August:  Refreshment Fund 
September until the Harvest collection:   CAFOD 

After harvest until the beginning of Advent:  The Bible Society 

Prayer for Peace for Ukraine, the Holy Land and all places of strife 
lease continue to pray for an end to wars, and for all victims of war 

O God, author and lover of peace,  
to know you is to live, to serve you is to reign. 

Defend against every attack those who cry to you 
so that we, who trust in your protection, 

may not fear the weapons of any foe. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 



Scripture Readings the 5th Sunday of Ordinary Time, 9th February 2025 
Isaiah’s calling vision in 742 BC is much quoted in the book of 
Revelation. He sees God enthroned, with Seraphs who had two 
wings covering their faces, two covering their body, and with two 
they flew. They praised God for his total otherness, and their “Holy, 
Holy, Holy” is repeated before the central part of every Mass. Isaiah 
expects to die after seeing God’s face. But he is symbolically 
purified by a burning ember on his lips, and so is fit to deliver God’s 
message of doom to those who mistreat the poor. Only a remnant 
will survive. 

Paul reminds the Corinthians of their roots and especially the gospel 
he taught them. He uses an existing creedal formula that he himself 
"had been taught", namely “that Christ died”, “he was buried; he 
was raised; he appeared”. Paul goes on to argue that, in rising, 

Christ has conquered death, and therefore all the dead will also rise. 
Life after death is bodily, not just spiritual, as the Corinthians 
appeared to believe. 

After Jesus was rejected in Nazareth he went down to Capernaum, 
where he taught and healed many people, including Simon's mother-
in-law. Today Luke describes Simon Peter recognising Jesus as 
“Lord”, his title after the Resurrection. Peter and his partners accept 
Jesus’ call, and follow him, leaving absolutely everything. 

Psalm Response:  In the presence of the angels  
I will praise you, O Lord. 

(Isaiah 6:1-2a,3-8; Psalm 137(138); 1 Cor 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11) 

Chris Oliver 
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Gregory Care 
Pilgrimage  
Gregory care are arranging a Pilgrimage to Aylesford Priory on Tuesday 
27th May leaving at 8am to return about 8pm for the Jubilee year ‘Pilgrims 
of Hope’.Limited tickets available approx £20 per person. Itinerary to follow. 
Suitable for all ages. Please register your interest with Catherine or Carole 
or text GC phone 07434669011. 

Clothes Sale 
We are holding a Table Top Sale Saturday 15th March. Any items of 
clothes or bric a brac in good condition would be appreciated. There will be 
a labelled box under the table at the back of Church for anything you may 
no longer need.  

Another councillor to visit  
Wednesday 26th February: West Northants Councillor Andrew Kilbride will 
be joining us for coffee after Mass to discuss local topical issues and take 
any questions.  

Toiletries  
Our supplies are getting rather low and the demand is increasing. We are 
asked regularly for deodorant, shower gel, shampoo, toothpaste and 
sanitary products. If everyone could donate just one item per week this 
would make a huge difference. Hygiene poverty is often overlooked but is 
so important. We thank all of you who have supported this appeal.  

  

PLEASE NOTE TWO IMPORTANT MEETINGS 
Caritas Northampton is holding meetings for conversation 
about social outreach and social needs in our area. The first 
took place last month, the second is on: Monday 17th February, 
at 7.30 pm 

Please make a note of these dates and come if you can. 

A Message from Maureen Moriarty 
I would like to thank Clare and everyone for 
their help and support when I collapsed the 
Sunday before last. I am blessed to be amongst 
such a caring congregation. 
God bless, 
Maureen Moriarty. 

Jean O’Neill 
Jean was probably our oldest parishioner when she died on 20th 
December last year, and has given sterling service to the 
Church and to St Gregory’s Parish from its beginning, being 
our parish registrar for marriages for many years, sacristan and 
cleaner of the silver. It was while she was polishing the altar 
candles that she tripped and fell, following which she was 
unable to continue in these rôles. She became housebound, and 
then moved to St John’s Home. In her 100th year, she had 
outlived most of her contemporaries, and many of our present 
congregation may not have known her. However, we all owe it 
to her to honour her great contribution to our parish. Her body 
will be received into church on Tuesday evening at 4.30, and 
her funeral Mass will be celebrated at 10.30 on Wednesday 
morning. All are welcome. 

Lent Ahoy 
We are only a month away from the beginning of Lent; Ash 
Wednesday is on March 5th. There will be the usual Lent 
devotions including shared Stations of the Cross with St 
Matthew’s on Friday evenings at 7.30. This alternates between 
St Gregory’s and St Matthew’s; venues will be announced 
shortly. 


