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The response to the psalm today asks God to bless us all the days of
our life, but this prayer carries with it a corresponding responsibility.
It is this responsibility that we are recognising in our annual Harvest
CAFOD collection. It would be hypocritical simply to leave the
fulfilment of our prayer to God. We can be part of the way in which
God’s blessings are realised.

God’s blessings are manifested in many different ways, and it is a
good exercise in prayer to thank God specifically for each one of
those blessings. For example, at the end of each day, to think back
over the hours you have been awake and think of the blessings
received, from the act of waking (for you might not) to the gifts that
God has given of daylight, of air to breathe to the gifts that you have
received through the love of others (love itself being a gift from
God). Hour by hour we have received blessings (as well, maybe, of
the challenges of daily life) not forgetting the skills (talents) that
God has given us which we must use to help bless others in this
world.

Among the blessings we hope to receive each day is that of keeping
safe, and of being kept safe. There is a whole spectrum of safety
involved here, from the most dramatic to the most mundane. At this
time of global anxiety over the rising levels of aggression in the
Middle East and the war in Ukraine, in this country we have the
safety that we are not ourselves at war, although the British military
are involved in conflict in other places, which does open us to risk
of escalation. At another level, we have the benefit of a health
service in this country, which generally provides us with an
excellent level of safety against disease and of care in the event of
accident, even though there are some shortcomings.

The long waiting-lists are in part due to many medical needs arising
from previous risky behaviour on the part of the patient. Smoking-
related illnesses and ones arising from substance-abuse, both legal
and illegal, account for a significant proportion of illnesses, and
many seeking care in accident and emergency departments are there
as a result of excess alcohol or other drugs. Part of our prayer for the
blessing of safety must lie in ensuring that our own behaviour does
not put ourselves or our loved ones at risk.

When thinking of our ‘loved ones’, we must remember Jesus’
command that we ‘love one another’. Our ‘loved ones’ are not just
our families, nor just our families and friends. If we ‘own the faith
of Jesus’, we must love without end.

Today we show that love without limit in our support of the CAFOD
Harvest collection, and we have a very particular additional way we
can do this, by buying a jar (or jars) of apple chutney which has
been made from this year’s bumper crop: thanks to be God for his
blessings in the fruits of the earth.

Thanks too to the generosity of the chutney-makers who worked
tirelessly to turn green apples into what will be a delicious treat.
Please note the ‘will be’ in this. Although we are selling it today, it
needs to mature until its ‘best after’ date which is next Easter!

This is another example of care for ourselves. The principle of
‘when all else fails, read the instruction book’ may work for flat-
pack furniture, but is not a good principle for life. The instruction
book for life is found in the Scriptures and the teachings of the
Church.

The issue of safety is not just national, it exists too in the Church
and in every parish. That is why we have both ‘Health and Safety
Officers’ and a ‘Parish Safeguarding Representative’. This has been
widened to include a ‘Fire Marshal’ as well. All this is to help to
keep us all safe as a parish and as individuals. It has been suggested
that we might also need a car park attendant, as the mixture of cars
and pedestrians leaving church after Mass is a potential hazard. It is
certainly true that the car park is the biggest cause of contention in
the parish!

Those using it should note that blocking the footpath (pavement) is a
criminal offence; being ‘half-in’ is not legal. It actually carries a
more severe penalty than illegal parking on double yellow lines.
Sometimes there is a car in the gateway while there are empty
spaces in the car park.

A further problem occurs when a longer car parks in the bays by the
apse of the church, which makes getting past very difficult. It would
be better if those spaces were reserved for smaller cars only.

It has been noted that there are appointed ‘officers’ and
‘representatives’ for various safety issues. All of these functions are
related and all come under the general heading of safety. But safety
is not just the responsibility of a few designated people; it is the
responsibility of the community as a whole. If anyone sees an issue
which could be a cause of danger they should report it, but not then
just leave is for someone else to deal with, but be willing to help
find the remedy.

Collectively, we are supporting CAFOD to bring about overseas
development and emergency aid, both through our collection today
and through buying chutney. Collectively we are keeping each other
safe in all the ways we can within the parish. The various ‘officers’
and ‘representatives’ are always looking for help and assistance;
anyone with skills, experience or interest in safeguarding, health and
safety or any other area of church life is invited to offer their
services to Fr Andrew or Deacon Michael. Carol McNeill, Mike
Gibson, Bob Maine and George Varghese do an excellent job for us
in these roles, but more help will be very welcome.



6™ October 2024
Twenty Seventh Sunday
Of the Year

22 Park Avenue North Parish Mass Book - Year B
Northampton. NN3 2HS
Website: www.stgregory.org.uk Page 78
Sunday 9.00 am Mass The Parish
27" Sunday 11.00 am Mass Dominic Nicholls -
Of the Year Thanksgiving
1.30 pm Mass in Shona
5.00 pm Mass (Syro Malabar Rite)
Monday 9.00 am Mass Guardian Angels -
Our Lady of the Thanksgiving
Rosary
Tuesday 9.00 am Mass Thanksgiving
Feria
Wednesday 9.00 am Mass Staples
St. John Henry
Newman
Thursday 9.00-11am Holy Hours of Adoration
Feria 7.00 pm Mass George & Anu &
Family
Friday 9.00 am Mass Maureen & Leo Bell’s
Feria Intentions
Saturday 9.00 am Mass Lilly Gilroy RIP
Feria
Sunday 9.00 am Mass Mr. T. Woods RIP
28" Sunday 11.00 am Mass The Parish
of the Year 5.00 pm Mass (Syro-Malabar Rite)
Your Offering to the Parish: Last Week’s collection was £552.77. Thank you!
Standing Order gifts to the Parish: Each week £580 is given through standing orders.
Donations through the Diocese: An average of £90 is given each week.
Gift Aid benefits to the parish: The value of Gift Aid averages £136 per week.
Second Collection This Week: CAFOD Harvest Appeal.
Cleaners This Week: The Church is cleaned and sanitised on a regular basis.
Counters this Week: CC &CP

Readings for this Sunday
— see inside for details

Genesis 2: 18-24: They become one body.

Hebrews 2: 9-11: The one who sanctifies, and the ones who are sanctified, are of
the same stock.

Mark 10: 2-16: What God has united, man must not divide.

Readings for next Sunday
Wisdom 7: 7-11; Hebrews 4: 12-13; Mark 10: 17-30. (Page 80)

During This Season of Human Life; Seafarers; Europe;
Ordinary Time, We are Victims of Persecution or Oppression;
Asked to Pray For: Christian/Jewish Relations; The Environment.

CAFOD — Catholic Agency for Overseas Development
You will have seen the CAFOD poster featuring Daniel, holding his carpenter’s plane. His
workshop is in Goma in the Democratic Republic of Congo. He is 21 years old, and makes
tables, chairs, cupboards, doors and other wooden products. As you can see from his
picture, he is a happy worker!

His early life was very different. His parents could not afford to send him to school, and as
soon as he was able to work as a labourer, he was sent out to find work. Sometimes there
was no work to be found, and he often went to bed hungry. When sickness came, the
family had to borrow money to get medical help.

It was through CAFOD that Daniel was able to get training in carpentry. The training
centre is run by a local charity, but supported from our donations. It provides training in
tailoring, farming, and many other locally-needed skills as well as the course that helped
Daniel.

The many small projects like this one, supported by CAFOD help to relieve poverty for
each student and raise the overall standard of living, not just in the Democratic Republic of
Congo but in many other countries and reduces migration. Please be generous.

Priest:

Deacon:

Parish Secretary:
Caryll Comley

Carol McNeil

Fr Andrew Behrens @ 713015

E-mail: frandrew.behrens@northamptondiocese.org
Rev Michael Fleming @ 647750
E-mail: mvf@btinternet.com

@& 713015

Email: parish.stgregory@northamptondiocese.org
Safeguarding representative

@& 07906802615

Please Pray for the Sick:

Anniversaries:

May they Rest in Peace
John Glazebrook Margaret Frisby
Hilda Donovan John Higgins
Noel Kipes Stephen Healy
Robert McAfee Ellen Barker
Doris Hughes John Guare
John Flynn Frederick Pearce
Anthony Nash Theodor Pewitka
Kathleen Mann Billy Shanaghan
James Anderson Mary Barry
Joseph Ryan Fred Crouch
Eileen Woods Catherine Hoare
Raymond Douglas Francis Byrne
Zena Goff Tom Whelan
John Albon Baby Cian Coles
Michael Atkinson Badih Molfarecge
Sean Cadman Donald Hart
Bernard Heitzman May Wrighton
William Higginbottom Eric Muddiman
Patrick Connolly Rose Naylor
Monica McMahon

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS

FOR OCTOBER:

We pray that the Church continue to sustain in all ways a

Synodal lifestyle, as a sign of co-responsibility,
promoting the participation, the communion and the

mission shared among priests, religious and lay people.




Notices of Interest

We welcome into the family of the Church
Angelina-Elena Neculai and
Alicja Wisniewska
who received Christian Baptism recently.
Please pray for them and their families.

Bl. Cyprian Tansi Prayer Group prays together online via Skype and
by telephone and on the first Saturday of the month, here in the Hall:
10.00 am-12.00 pm.

Repository: The Repository is open after Sunday Masses for the sale of
cards and religious goods. 2025 diaries now available. Any queries or

volunteers to 01604 629103 or Kath.healey.789@gmail.com

Pilgrimage to Northern France You are invited to join Bishop David
& Canon John Udris on pilgrimage to Northern France from 15-22 Oct.

For more details visit: https://northamptondiocese.org/france/

Choir Notes: Next Practices are 11-12 on Saturdays: Oct 12" and Nov
9t 16™ 23rd 30™, Dec 7™ and 14% Alec

Tots @ St Gregory's: If you have the care of a baby or pre-school
child on Tuesday mornings join us in the church hall. From 9.30-
11.30 - charge just £1 for you & any number of children. This includes
snacks for the children & yourself - excellent value for money! We
run throughout term time. Looking forward to seeing you!

Bible Alive for October is now available - only £3.00! If you wish to
purchase a copy, they are in the narthex as you come into church.

A Diocesan Mission Conference: Mission Northampton invites all
those from across the diocese who have a heart for sharing the Gospel
with others to come along to this day with Bishop David. 2nd
November 2024 10.30am - 4pm: Mary Adams Hall, Aspley Hill,
Woburn Sands. MK17 8NN. Please bring a packed lunch.

https://northamptondiocese.org/courses/mission-conference-2024-
woburn-sands/ (Please find out more and book in at this web-site.)

Escorted Tour to Ireland to include venerating St. Bernadette’s
Relics. Sunday 3™ Nov. £899.00 pps. Price includes flight, 10kg hold
luggage, 5 nights in 4* Castlecourt Hotel, Westport with Dinner, Bed &
Breakfast. Lunch on certain days. All entertainment, excursions &
transport included. Visit St Bernadette’s Relics, Knock Shrine, Galway
City, Croagh Patrick, Ballintubber Abbey & Fr. Peyton Centre. Single
supplement on Enquiry. Contact Patricia on 01268762278 or

07740175557 or email knockpilgrimages@gmail.com.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION

Baptism Preparation: The next session will be on Monday 28
October at 7pm in the Sacristy. Please note you will need to phone Deacon
Michael on 07999808997 before you attend, to book a place.

First Holy Communion 2024/5: First Holy Communion 2025
Only 3 weeks to go for our information & registration session. If you’ve
got a child in year 3 or up to year 9 make sure you have it in your diary!
Sunday 8th October after 11am Mass in the hall. Ifthere is a problem the
same meeting will be held at Sacred Heart Church after 10:30 Mass on
Sunday 13th October.

Confirmation in 2025: January 5" after the 9am Mass is the
enrolment date for the next Confirmation. The Confirmation will be on
Sunday afternoon, September 7" 2025, exact time to be decided.

Abortion- Section 9 Public Order Act 2023-Buffer zones:
On 315 Oct Section 9 of the Public Order Act 2023 will become law,
making vigils outside abortion centres a criminal offence. This will
probably include silent prayer. It effectively takes away that last line of
defence for women & their unborn babies. Please write to your local MP
letting them know that you disapprove of this law & want it repealed. You
can find a handy tool on the SPUC website in order to do this. Why not
join SPUC & help us make abortion unthinkable. Please contact William
Currie on wpcurrie@btinternet.com or send a text to 07393965643.

The Next Phase of the Synod started on 2nd October in Rome.
Avril Baigent, Director of Pastoral Development from our Diocese, has
been asked to be a facilitator for the Synod Assembly & is now in Rome!
We ask you all to include the Synod & all those taking part in your
prayers. During the Synod, the Diocesan Women in Ministry Group are
hosting prayer meetings over Zoom from 6.30 to 6.50pm on Wednesdays
9th, 16th & 23rd October. All are welcome! If you are available, we
would love to have you join us. The Zoom link below will be used for all
3 evenings.

Topic: Synod Prayer Meeting

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82128037471

Meeting ID: 821 2803 7471

Parish Secretary at St Augustine's, Daventry: There is a
vacancy for a Parish Secretary to provide administration support to the
parish of St Augustine's, Daventry. The role will initially be offered on a
12-month fixed-term contract, with the potential for it to become
permanent subject to diocesan needs. The role will be for 12 hours per
week, ideally worked Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 9am - 1pm. (start
time is flexible). Full information for the position & an application form
can be found at https:/northamptondiocese.org/jobs. All candidates
should complete a Diocesan application form and email it

to: hr.admin@northamptondiocese.org. Closing date: 11" October

Interviews: 25™ October

Office Diary 2025: The Mass Intention diary for 2025 has now
landed! If there are Intentions you would like to book for next year, please
make sure you see Caryll in the office as soon as possible, as available
Mass dates disappear very quickly and you do not want to be
disappointed!

Refreshment Donations:
Below is the schedule for refreshment donations through the year:
From the first Sunday in Advent

to the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord: The Hope Centre
From the Second Sunday in ordinary time

to the last Sunday before Ash Wednesday: ~ Gregory Care
Through Lent and Eastertide: CAFOD

Ordinary Time until the end of August: Refreshment Fund
September until the Harvest collection: CAFOD

After harvest until the beginning of Advent: The Bible Society

Sick List: I’d be grateful if everyone could have a look at the sick list

and let me know if there are any names that should be removed? Many
thanks, Caryll

Church Cleaning: Helpers needed to clean the Church on last Sat. every
month (next — 26% October), after morning Mass. All welcome,
especially younger, more energetic ones!

Gregory Care
Please contact Gregory Care (07434669011)

if you or anyone you know would benefit from receiving a food parcel, or is in
material need.
Delayed new/nearly new clothes sale plus toys and household goods.
Keep looking; new date to be confirmed.
In aid of The Cathedral Foodstore.

Parish Finances: Much the easiest way to support the parish financially
is through a standing order directly from your own bank account. The
information required for this is as follows:

Bank; NatWest

Sort Code; 60-06-11

Account Number; 46898093

Account Name;  Northampton Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust
Payment Ref; Parish Name/Area: (St. Gregory’s, Northampton)

Prayer for Peace for Ukraine and the Holy Land

Please continue to pray for an end to wars, and for all victims of war:
O God, author and lover of peace,
to know you is to live, to serve you is to reign.
Defend against every attack those who cry to you
so that we, who trust in your protection,
may not fear the weapons of any foe.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen




Scripture Readings 27" Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year B, 6™ October 2024

In this second version of creation, since God has created man as
social being like himself, he now creates woman, to support and join

with him.

The psalm celebrates the blessings of children and family life.

Readings from the Letter to the Hebrews will take us up to the end
of Ordinary Time. The most Jewish of the New Testament books, it
has a rich theology of Christ's priesthood. Jesus is greater than the

making them unusable. A wedding feast confirms our witness and
support for the vows made by the married couple.

In Mark's Gospel Jesus continues teaching during his journey to

Jerusalem. He

God.

angels as God, but lower than the angels as man. Christ's priestly

sacrifice, as man and as God's Son, renews once and for ever the

covenant God has made with man.

(Gen 2:18-24;

As intermediaries, priests offer prayers and sacrifices to God on our
behalf. Not seeking to change God's mind. Relationships are
confirmed with celebratory meals and things of value sacrificed by

insists on the full meaning of the Law, which Mark

updates, applying it also to a Gentile woman divorcing her husband.
The union of a man and a woman in a marriage made by God cannot
be unmade. Children help us to recognise our utter dependence on

Psalm Response: May the Lord bless us all the days of our life.

Ps 127(128); Heb 2:9-11; Mk 10:2-16)
Chris Oliver

Alpha continues this week — Dates and Subjects

Alpha is a basic introduction

to faith in God, in Jesus and

the Holy Spirit. It is not a

Fourth Session October 8th How can | have faith?

Fifth Session October 15th Why and how do | pray?

Sixth Session: October 22nd Why and how should | read the Bible?
Seventh Session November 5th How does God guide us?

complete teaching scheme

Eighth Session

November 12th

Does God heal today?

for the entire Christian faith.

Alpha Away-Day

November 16" (Saturday)

Who is The Holy Spirit?

Bishop Barron’s

Ninth Session

November 19th

How can | resist evil?

‘Catholicism’ course is for

Tenth Session

November 26th

Why and how should I tell others?

those who have completed

Eleventh Session

December 3rd

What about the Church?

Alpha.

We need to recruit more helpers; if you are able to help in any way, please contact Daniel Davighi or speak to Fr Andrew. For more
information and to book please see: https://stgregory.org.uk/alpha

HOLYWEEN CELEBRATION

Chutney Day — A Parish Initiative — Avoid food waste

A hearty welcome for all parishioners for
Holyween celebrations at
St Gregory’s Church
on Thursday 315t October 5pm.
There will be Holy Mass at 7:00pm
and adoration to follow.
Come dressed up as saints for an evening
filled with fun, faith and fellowship.
For more information
please see the notice board or contact
Anto: 07412542068 or Rose: 07768708619

using.

The Venerable Ignatius Spencer CP

Loving Father, your servant,
Ignatius Spencer
spent his entire life preaching the love
shown for us
in the Passion of Your Son,
and working tirelessly
to bring the people of this country
to know that love.Help us to follow his
example,
and show us that you are well pleased
with his life,
by granting the favour we now ask
through his intercession,
In particular, at this time we pray
for your blessing on the mission of the
Church in Northampton.

Mary, Mother of Holy Hope,
Pray for us. Amen.

Chutney Day was last Wednesday and about 14 kilos of apples
were turned into over 85 jars of chutney in a variety of sizes.

Our chutney, made from a traditional recipe is on sale today,
although it is best kept for at least 6 months before opening and

There is a variety of size of jar, and we are asking for donations to
CAFOD for them. The price beside each is the cost of the bought
ingredients, so we are asking for a donation greater than the price
indicated according to your ability to give. You will see that the
bought ingredients are of the best quality, and sourced from organic
and ethical suppliers (through Daily Bread)

Small (230g to 375g) £1.50
Medium (450g to 650g) £2.50
Large (687g to 1040g) £4.00

Ingredients are listed on the labels in case of any allergies.

Parents with children who will
start school next year

St. Gregory’s Catholic Primary
School Open Days:

There will be open days for you to look around the
school for the new intake in September 2025. These
are:

9 & 16" October and
6" November
between 10am and12pm.

No appointment necessary, just come and have a chat
and see this wonderful school! Alternatively, you can
contact the office to arrange a personal tour with the
Head of School. Evening appointments available.
01604 403511. We look forward to meeting you!




