
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A path in the mighty waters 
In our first reading today, the prophet Isaiah uses this phrase to 
describe the power of God; a power that we will see gloriously 
displayed in the Resurrection of Jesus in two week’s time. 

It is, however, a thought that brings to mind the people who 
today make a path through the mighty waters, and our 
orgabisation that supports seafarers, ‘Stella Maris’. 

We are happy to welcome the port Chaplain to Felixstowe, Julian 
Wong to speak to us today about the important work they do. We 

have a small band of knitters who make woolly hats which are a 
welcome gift to those who spend much of their life at sea, 
frequently facing cold winds and lashing waves. 

Events this week have reminded us of the volume of world trade, 
and most of this is transported by sea. Northampton is a long 
way from the coast, but much of what we buy has come from far-
away places. 

Looking Forward to Holy Week and Beyond 
During this coming week: 

Tuesday evening:  A look at the Shroud of Turin, 
in the Sacristy at 7.30 pm. 
Not the ‘real thing’(!), but what we can learn 
from it. 

Next Sunday Palm Sunday and the beginning of Holy 
Week. Both Masses will begin in the hall, 
from where a procession will take us into the 
Church. In this way we will walk with Jesus 
from the Mount of Olives into the city of 
Jerusalem, carrying our palm-branches. 

Monday 14th April Monday in Holy Week. There will be a 
penitential liturgy in the Cathedral at 7.00 pm. 
It is an excellent opportunity for the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation before Easter. 

Tuesday 15th April Tuesday in Holy Week. For those who 
cannot get to the Cathedral on Monday, there 
will be a penitential liturgy at St Gregory’s at 
7.00 pm. 

Wednesday 16th  This year the Mass of Chrism will be on the 
Wednesday at midday, not on Maundy 
Thursday as in past years. This is to make is 
easier for those from the south of the diocese 
to attend and get back in time for the evening. 

Wednesday 16th  An opportunity to experience a Passover 
Meal, seen through Christian eyes in the hall 
at St Gregory’s. The meal is charged at £12 
for adults, children are free. It was at a 
Passover meal that Jesus gave us the pattern 
of our celebration of Mass, and sharing this 
meal helps us to understand what we do at 
Mass better. 

Into the Three Holy Days (Triduum) 
Maundy Thursday There will not be Adoration in the morning; at 

3.00 pm the Syro-Malabar Liturgy of the day 
will be celebrated, and at 7.00 pm the Mass of 
the Lord’s Supper is celebrated, followed by 
the procession to the hall for the watch with 
Our Lord until midnight. 

Good Friday There is the ecumenical walk of witness in the 
morning (details elsewhere in this newsletter), 
and at 10.00 the Syro-Malabar liturgy of the 
day is celebrated. The Liturgy of the Passion 
of the Lord is at 3.00 pm, and there will be 
Stations of the Cross at 7.30 pm. 

Holy Saturday The Syro-Malabar liturgy is at 9.00 in the 
morning, the Easter Vigil is at 9.00 pm 

Easter Day Masses at normal times (9.00 and 11.00 am) 

During Eastertide 

Tuesday 29th April The Alpha Course starts with the meal at 
7.00 pm. Alpha is our main means of 
evangelisation. The best way is to come and 
bring a friend. Full dates are on the website. 

Sunday 5th May Crowning of Our Lady after both Masses 

Saturday 10th May Culture in Diversity event.  

Sundays in May First Communions at most Masses 

Tuesday 27th May Pilgrimage to Aylesford organised by 
Gregory Care. Please see the notice 
elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Sunday 22nd June Corpus Christi — the procession at Billing 
will resume after a break caused by Covid 
and then building works. 3.00 pm. 

...  
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Your Offering to the Parish: Last Week Was £302.49. Thank you! 

Standing Order gifts to the Parish: Each week £557 is given through standing orders. 

Donations through the Diocese: An average of £75 is given each week. 
Gift Aid benefits to the parish: The value of Gift Aid averages £171 per week. 

CAFOD Collection through Lent: So far, £600+. Thank you, and please keep it up! 

Cleaners This Week: The Church is cleaned and sanitised on a regular basis. 
Counters this Week: CC & JH. (Mondays). 
 

Readings for this Sunday: 
— see inside for details 

Isaiah 43: 16-21:  Behold, I am doing a new thing and I will give drink to my 
chosen people. 

Philippians 3: 8-14:  For the sake of Christ I have suffered the loss of all things.  

John 8: 1-11: Let him who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her. 
 

Readings for next Sunday (CTS New Sunday Missal Page 234) 
 

Isaiah 50: 4-7; Philippians 2: 6-11; Luke 22: 14-23:56. 
During This Season  Candidates for the Sacraments;  

Of Lent, We Are  Women’s World Day of Prayer; Penitents & Wanderers; 
Asked to Pray For: The Need & Hungry of the World; Survivors of Sexual Abuse.  

Good Friday Walk of Witness 
10.15 (approximate)  Depart from St Alban’s Church, Broadmead Avenue 
10.30 (approximate) Stop at Broadmead Community Church  
10.50 (approximate) Stop at St Gregory’s Church, Park Avenue North 
11.00 (approximate) Stop at Park Avenue Methodist Church 
11.20 (approximate) Stop at Christchurch, Wellingborough Road 
11.50 (approximate) Walk ends at SS Peter and Paul (The Church in the Park) 
 

Advance Notice - Wednesday in Holy Week, ‘The Passover Meal through 
Christian Eyes’, 6.45 pm: The meal on Wednesday in Holy Week (April 16th) is not to celebrate 
a Passover Meal itself, but for us to experience how the form in which we celebrate Mass derives from the 
meal that was the Last Supper. Tickets £12 per person, and will be on sale next week – please see 
Caryll in the office. It is important for catering and seating purposes that tickets are booked in advance. 
Accompanied children are free, although donations for them will not be refused! 

Please Pray for the Sick: 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 

Anniversaries: 
May they Rest in Peace 

 

Margaret Finnegan Richard Bowes 
John O’Grady Gerald Mulcahy 
Richard Costello Sheila Hanzlik 
Ralph Hoult Emily Page 
Mary Liassides Audrey Bandiak 
Cornelius Moynihan Malcolm Allen 
Kitty O’Driscoll Marina Perrin 
Cornelius Bowe Thodosia Dix 
Derek Hodgkinson Irmgard Hillyer 
Harry Archer Frank Bullock 
George Walsh Eileen O’Sullivan 
Winifred Robinson Hilary Green 
Carmella Ellui Anita Kaldunek 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
FOR APRIL 

Let us pray that the use of the new technologies 
will not replace human relationships, will respect 

the dignity of the person, and will help us face the 
crises of our times.

 

 

6th April 2025 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

CTS New Sunday Missal - Year C 
Page 227 
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Pray for Pope Francis 
It is good news that Pope Francis is 
making a good recovery and now back at 
home in the Vatican. Vatican News 
(www.vaticannews.va) Continues to report 
on his recovery and daily activities. Please 
keep him in your prayers. 

EMERGENCY SECOND COLLECTION TODAY FOR RELIEF FOLLOWING THE EARTHQUAKE IN MYANMAR 



Notices of Interest 
 

 
 

We welcome into the family of the Church 
Alora Lily Kelly 

who received Christian Baptism recently. 
Please pray for her and her family. 

 
 

Repository: The Repository is open after Sunday Masses for the sale of 
cards and religious goods. A supply of Easter cards is now available as 
are First Holy Communion cards and gifts. Any queries or volunteers to 
01604 629103 or Kath.healey.789@gmail.com 
 

 

Bible Alive for Lent and Easter is now available - only £3.00! If you 
wish to purchase a copy, they are in the narthex as you come into church. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham:  
14th June 2023:  

A coach will leave from St. Gregory’s at 8am on Saturday 
14th June, leaving Walsingham at about 5.00pm. Cost £22 
per person (payable in advance). To book, please speak to 
Caryll in the Office, or add your details to the list in the 

Lobby area and see one of the Clergy to pay. 
 

Bl. Cyprian Tansi Prayer Group prays together online via Skype and 
by telephone and on the first Saturday of the month, here in the Hall:  
10.00 am-12.00 pm. 
 

Easter Flowers: Envelopes are available for donations for flowers on 
the table in the narthex. If you wish your flowers to be in memory of a 
particular person, please write their name on the envelope. This will 
appear in the Easter newsletter. 
 

A Huge THANK YOU for your kindness & generosity. On Sat 29th, we 
had a wonderful  Italian supper & raised £830 towards the new nursery at 
RTU - through ticket sales, raffle & donations. To follow their progress 
please visit RTU.org.uk. A massive thanks to Catherine for cooking the 
food & her team of helpers for decorating the hall, cooking heaps of pasta, 
serving, cleaning, selling raffle tickets, washing up & so much more - & 
for just being such wonderful, generous human beings.  It is greatly 
appreciated. 
 

Women of Hope: A Special Diocesan Gathering: The Women 
in Ministry group in the Diocese of Northampton are running a special 
event on Sat 19th July 2025 at St Mary's Woburn Sands from 11am-4pm. 
Join us for an opportunity for women across the Diocese to gather, share 
& celebrate stories of our ministries past & present. We are delighted to 
welcome Avril Baigent who will share her experiences of the Synod in 
Rome & lead us in a synodal listening process. Bishop David will also be 
joining us for the day & the final liturgy. All welcome! Sign-up using the  
link: https://www.tickettailor.com/events/northamptondiocese/1600230   

Or contact Helen Burgess helen.burgess@northamptondiocese.org    
 

Ceili Dancing is ongoing in the Church Hall every Wednesday evening, 
7.30-8.45pm. Everyone welcome to join our friendly group. To find out 
more phone Pat on 07710624921, or just turn up! 
 

Church Cleaning: Helpers needed to clean the Church on last Sat. every 
month, after morning Mass, the next being 26th April. All welcome! 

Tots @ St Gregory’s: If you have the care of a baby or pre-school 
child on Tuesday mornings join us in the church hall from 9.30-11.30. 
Just £1 for you & any number of children & includes snacks for the 
children & yourself - excellent value for money! We run throughout term 
time. Looking forward to seeing you!  
 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
Baptism Preparation: The next session will be on Monday 7th April, 
7pm, in the Sacristy. Please note you will need to phone Deacon Michael 
on 07999808997 before you attend, to book a place. 
First Holy Communion 2024/5: First Holy Communion 2025 
Registration is now complete, and there is no more space this year. 
Confirmation in 2025: Apologies that this date was missed; this was 
caused by unavoidable circumstances. Please will any wishing to enrol 
please email to childrens.liturgy@stgregory.org.uk to register that you 
want to enrol for the next Confirmation. The Confirmation will be in the 
afternoon of Sunday September 7th 2025. 
 

Parish Finances: Much the easiest way to support the parish financially 
is through a standing order directly from your own bank account. The 
information required for this is as follows: 
Bank;                 NatWest 
Sort Code;             60-06-11 
Account Number; 46898093  
Account Name;     Northampton Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust 
Payment Ref; Parish Name/Area: (St. Gregory’s, Northampton) 
 

'We Dare to Hope': On Tuesday evenings through Lent there are 
study and prayer sessions on the theme of ‘Hope’. This week we reflect 
on the ‘prayer of hope’ as we reflect on the Canaanite woman who asked 
Jesus for healing for her daughter. (Matthew 15:21-28) 7.30 pm to 9.00 
each Tuesday evening in Lent. 
 

Gregory Care: Forthcoming events for your diary:- 
10th May English Unity in Diversity Event combined with the 
Headlands Festival Day watch out for posters of all events taking 
place. There will be a bus every 30min to take you around all the 
activities.  
27th May Pilgrimage to Aylesford Priory pick up from St Gregory’s 
leaving promptly at 8am. Unfortunately someone has moved or 
thrown away one of the “sign up” sheets with at least 3 names on it, 
so please check with Gregory Care if you have signed up to confirm 
your seat. The cost will be £20  
14th June Irish Unity in Diversity Event.  
29th June Picnic in the park.  
20th September African Unity in Diversity Event. We are looking 
for someone to help organise this day, so if you are African and 
would like to showcase your culture please get in touch with us.  
15th November Indian Unity in Diversity Event.  
Our first Event hosted by our Romanian and Polish communities 
was a great success and has set a very high Bar (not that it’s a 
competition!) 
 

Choir Notes: our next practices, as we prepare for Holy Week, are at 
11-12 am on Saturday 12th April [not 5th]. Easter Sunday is April 20.  Alec 
 

Wintershall: Pilgrimage to Wintershall on Sat 21st June. Return travel 
by coach from Sacred Heart Church to Wintershall to experience ‘The 
Story of Jesus, brought to life’. Suggested donations of £50.00 per adult, 
£30.00 per child (3-18) or Family Ticket (2 adults + 2 or more children) 
£150.00. There are a small number of bursaries available. If you would 
like to take part, please give your name & how many seats you wish to 
book on the sign-up sheet. It is important to indicate how many adult/child 
seats you wish to book. Please contact the Parish Office at Sacred Heart, 
should you require more info. Cheques payable to Sacred Heart Parish. 
All payments should be placed in an envelope marked “Wintershall” & 
handed into the Parish Office at Sacred Heart. 
 

Refreshment Donations: Below is the schedule for refreshment 
donations through the year: 

From the first Sunday in Advent 
to the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord:  The Hope Centre 

From the Second Sunday in ordinary time 
to the last Sunday before Ash Wednesday:  Gregory Care 

Through Lent and Eastertide:   CAFOD 
Ordinary Time until the end of August:  Refreshment Fund 
September until the Harvest collection:   CAFOD 

After harvest until the beginning of Advent:  The Bible Society 

Prayer for Peace for Ukraine, the Holy Land and all places of strife 
Please continue to pray for an end to wars,  

and for all victims of war: 
O God, author and lover of peace,  

to know you is to live, to serve you is to reign. 
Defend against every attack those who cry to you 

so that we, who trust in your protection, 
may not fear the weapons of any foe. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 



Scripture Readings, 4th Sunday of Lent, Year C, 30th March 2025 
Second Isaiah describes the new Exodus, the return from exile in 
Babylon. God shows who he is by his preparations and care for their 
return. These are so wonderful that his servant Israel, his chosen 
witnesses, will no longer need to remember their Exodus from 
Egypt. Exodus is a repeatable pattern. The Lord even forgives 
Israel’s many sins, which led to their exile, and will continue to do 
so, because “I have redeemed you; I have called you by name: you 
are mine”. 

The Psalm celebrates the Israelites' joy after their return from exile 
in Babylon. 

Writing from prison, Paul shares his hopes, fears and convictions 
with the Philippians. The great gift of knowing Jesus Christ as Lord 
makes his previous righteousness under the Law seem worthless. He 
is possessed by Christ but not yet arrived, keeping his eye on the 

final goal of living in God’s new world. 

The story of the woman caught in adultery is found in different 
places in various manuscripts: it fits better with Luke’s gospel, but 
here in John’s gospel it matches the changing mood. This chapter 
opens with a woman about to be stoned, then freed from death. But 
it ends with people seeking to stone Jesus. Jesus has shown them 
God’s wisdom, different from men's. 

Psalm Response: What great deeds the Lord worked for us! 
Indeed we were glad. 

(Isaiah 43: 16-21; Psalm 125(126); Phil 3: 8-14; John 8: 1-11) 

Chris Oliver
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NEW CONFIRMATION COURSE: APRIL 2025 
Please see below the compulsory sessions for the NEXT course 
which starts in March  2025. From March there will be taster 
service sessions (March – May) followed by the below theory 
dates.   

THE THREE SESSIONS BELOW ARE AT THE  
SACRED HEART CHURCH, WESTON FAVELL 

SESSION ONE: 26th April 9.30-11.30 ‘The Gifts and The Fruits’   

  At home with you family:  Explore and pick a Saint name – 
bring your reasons and the name to the next session.   

 SESSION TWO: 24th May 9.30 - 11.30 ‘Catholic Social Teaching’   

 At home with you family:  Please write and bring your 
letter to Father Andrew about why you wish to be 
confirmed to the next session. Pick a Sponsor who 
regularly attends Mass  

SESSION THREE: 28th June 9.20 - 11.30  Getting more out of Mass’ 

 TASTERS: I will register people at the Sunday tasters at St 
Gregory's Church 9am.  

 Pizza and faith night: TBC Sunday 30th March: Children's 
Liturgy support:   

 Sunday 13th April: Reading practice:  
 Friday 18th April: Good Friday event at church 10 - 12am 

(Venue to be confirmed)  
 Sunday 18th May: Meet and Greet congregation: 8.30am  

  My contact number is 07709132569 if anyone would like more 

information  Helen  

ALPHA STARTS ON TUESDAY APRIL 29th 
Jesus’ parting command to his disciples was to ‘go and make 
disciples of all nations’ (Matthew 28:19, Mark 16:15, Acts 1:8). 
Jesus says to Thomas: ‘Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have believed’ (John 20:29). It is estimated that there are 2.64 
billion disciples of Christ in the world today, thanks to generations 
of Christians having followed Jesus’ command, representing 
roughly a third of the total population of the world. In most of the 
world the number of Christians is growing, but in Western Europe 
the number seems to be declining. 

Gary Grant, founder of ‘The Entertainer’ chain of toyshops tells of 
how he became a Christian in his thirties, when he was invited to a 
breakfast with other Christians. Here it was explained that 
Christianity is about having a relationship with God — something 
he had never heard before! He had gone through school RE lessons 
and knew stories from the Bible, but had no idea that God actually 
loved him and wanted a relationship with him. “Why did nobody tell 
me this”, he said. 

This is what Alpha seeks to do. Someone invited Mr Grant to go; 
can you invite someone, can you bring someone? 

BORN FOR THIS 
 Weston Favell Academy students are once again performing BORN 
FOR THIS on Tuesday 1st April 6.00 pm at the Cathedral. It is 45 
minutes long and the most MOVING and POWERFUL depiction of 
the Stations of the Cross using song, word and action. It is suitable 
for all ages and free to attend.  

I encourage you to bring your families, partners and children along 
and I would value the support. Helen

If you have not already, please register as soon as you can, and include your 
home address, telephone number and email address in the ‘About You’ tab 
and ask for the newsletter in the ‘Your Church’ tab. It is helpful if you can 
indicate which Mass you normally attend. 

 www.caspar.church/me?ID=56067 

You will need internet access for a security code which will be sent to 
you by email.  (Check junk/spam and set CASPAR not to be treated as 
spam.) 


