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A Worthy Pastor

The ‘Novemdiales’ (nine days of
mourning) end today and the conclave
will begin on Wednesday of this week.
Pope Francis has been laid to rest in a
simple tomb close by the icon of Our
Lady ‘Salus Populi Romani’ (safety of the
Roman people), and where he would
come to pray before and after every
Apostolic Journey he undertook.

The Basilica has a particular link to the
Jesuit order in that it was there that St
Ignatius Loyola offered his first Mass at
Christmas 1538. The Jesuits were given
special permission to use copies of the
icon in their missions throughout the
world.

The icon is one of the very ancient images
of Our Lady, and has been venerated at
Santa Maria Maggiore since 590 in the
time of our Patron, Pope St Gregory the
Great. Pope Paul V built the present
chapel in 1600 to house the icon, hence it
is known as the ‘Pauline’ chapel.

On the other side of the Basilica, opposite
the Pauline chapel is the ‘Sistine’ chapel,
built by Pope Sixtus V, (died, 1590) and
containing his tomb and that of Pope St
Pius V. (died, 1572) It is the Blessed
Sacrament chapel.

Although Pope Francis is the first Pope in recent times not to be
buried in St Peter’s Basilica, there are many Papal tombs in Santa
Maria Maggiore, including Paul V (died, 1621) and Clement VIII
(died, 1605) in the Pauline chapel. Also buried there are Pope
Honorius III (died, 1227), Nicholas IV (died, 1292) and Clement IX
(died 1669)

The rules for the conclave note that everything “is prepared for and
takes place with liturgical actions and constant prayer”. The Mass
for the election of a Pope has the opening prayer:

O God, eternal Shepherd,

who govern you flock with unfailing care,

grant in your boundless fatherly love

a pastor for your Church who will please you by his holiness

and to us show watchful care.

As the cardinal electors process into
the Vatican Sistine Chapel, the litany
of the saints is sung, asking the prayers
of the Saints, and on arrival, they sing
the hymn “Veni, Creator Spiritus”
asking the help of the guidance of the
Holy Spirit.

Once ‘locked in’ (the word ‘conclave’
means ‘with a key’), traditionally the
Cardinal electors (those Cardinals
under the age of 80) have had their first
ballot the same evening, and if they do,
the first time we shall see smoke from
the Vatican will be about 6.00 pm.

On the next day there will be up to two
ballots in the morning, and if necessary
two in the afternoon. However, when
there is a two-thirds majority for a
candidate, voting stops. The papers of
both are burned after two ballots, so
smoke will be seen at around midday
and around 6.00 pm unless a
conclusion is reached on the first ballot
of morning or afternoon. When we see
white smoke, we will know we have a
Pope! We will not know who it is for
about 45 minutes after the smoke goes
up. The last three conclaves were over
in two days. Pope John XXIII’s took 3
days and 11 ballots, Paul VI: 2 days and 6 ballots, John Paul I: 1 day
and 4 ballots, John Paul II: 2 days and 8 ballots, Benedict XVI: 2
days and 4 ballots and Francis: 2 days and 5 ballots.

The press is already speculating on the likely outcome, but most of
those who know what they are talking about seem to think that it is
impossible to predict. The distinction between ‘traditionalist’ and
‘reformist’ is far too simplistic, and cardinals are having meetings to
try to discern the needs of the Church even before the conclave
begins. It is therefore not expected to be a long conclave, and by
next week we hope to have our new Pope.

The words of the prayer in the Mass for the election of a Pope
should be our prayer too: for a Pastor who is holy, and care for the
flock. That was the commission of Peter to feed the sheep and tend
them. (see John 21:15-17)
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Sunday 9.00 am Mass Edward & Mary Moen Please Pray for the Sick:
3" Sunday 11.00 am Mass ' The Parish
Of Easter 1.00 pm Mass in Shona .
4.30 pm Mass (Syro Malabar Rite)
Monday 9.00 am Mass Josie Walsh’s Intentions
Feria
Tuesday 9.00 am Mass Pelicarpo Santana Goes
Feria RIP
12.30 pm Funeral Mass Teresa Redmond RIP
Wednesday 9.00 am Mass Tom & Kathkleen
Feria Nicholson’s Intentions
Thursday 9-11.00am | Holy Hours of Adoration
Feria 7.00 pm Mass Mary Rumsey’s
Intentions
Friday 9.00 am Mass Louise Battye RIP
Feria
Saturday 9.00 am Mass Peadar Togher RIP
Feria
Sunday 9.00 am Mass The Parish
4 Sund 11.00 am Mass Alec Unsworth &
unday Family
of Easter 4.30 pm Mass (Syro Malabar Rite)

Your Offering to the Parish:

Last Week Was £1437.94. Thank you!
Standing Order gifts to the Parish:Each week £557 is given through standing orders.

Donations through the Diocese:

An average of £75 is given each week.

Anniversaries:
May they Rest in Peace

Gift Aid benefits to the parish:  The value of Gift Aid averages £171 per week. Bernie Kavanagh Alfred Byrne
CAFOD Len/Easter Appeal: Ongoing - £1231 so far, thank you! Margaret Meagher Jean Walsh
Second Collection Next Week: Diocesan Priests’ Training Fund Carmela Gutilla Patrick Mullan
Cleaners This Week: The Church is cleaned and sanitised on a regular basis. John Hylands Dani.el Magill
Counters this Week: CC & RM. (Mondays). Thomas Donnelly Edwin Sellars
3 . Anthont O’Neill Christina Port
Readings for this Sunday: ........ M
ary Daly Agnes Head
Acts 5: 27b-32, 40b-41: We are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit. David Pullen Tan McRobbic
Revelation 5: 11-14: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and Michael Ruddy Doris Moss
wealth. Aileen Hasdell Hilda DEenton
John 21: 1-19: Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so Bridget Brosnan Harry Lane
with the fish. Ann Ansell Gerald Wisener
Readings for next Sunday (CTS New Sunday Missal Page 477) Ann Whltt.aker John Rol.)er'Fs
. James Smith Ellen Brittain
Acts 13: 14, 43b-52; Revelation 7: 9, 13a, 14b-17; John 10: 27-30. William Weston Samuel Howerd
During This Season Candidates for the Sacraments; Eileen Lillyman Michael Quigley
Of Easter, We Are Women’s World Day of Prayer; Penitents & Wanderers; John O’Hara May Moen
Asked to Pray For: The Need & Hungry of the World; Survivors of Sexual Abuse. Bryan Slinn Clara Akele
Douglas Carter Doreen Harding
. William Flynn Patrick Walsh
Payl n g fo r th e C h u rc h Catherine Troop Margaret Mitchell

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS
FOR MAY
Let us pray that through work, each person might find
fulfilment, families might be sustained in dignity, and that
society might be humanised

The new planned giving envelopes boxes are now available; they are on tables by the
confessionals. You will notice that there are substantially fewer than was the case a few
years ago. This is not a matter for regret at all, it reflects that most people have now

transferred to giving by standing order, which has many benefits to the church and for

the giver. It is reliable, and helps the church to budget effectively, it saves both giver and
the church in having to deal in cash, it simplifies the administration of ‘gift-aid’ and it
reduces our bank-charges. We are currently paying over £20 each month as charge for
paying in cash!

Prayer for Peace for Ukraine, the Holy Land and all
places of strife

Please continue to pray for an end to wars,
and for all victims of war:

The bank details are elsewhere in the newsletter; giving by Standing Order leaves you
in complete control of your giving and in this increasingly cash-less age makes sense.

O God, author and lover of peace,
to know you is to live, to serve you is to reign.
Defend against every attack those who cry to you
so that we, who trust in your protection,
may not fear the weapons of any foe.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

Inflation is a concern to the Church as much as it is to us all at a domestic level. If you
have not thought about how much you give for a few years, and if your own income has
increased, please consider whether you could increase your regular giving to the parish




Notices of Interest

Repository: The Repository is open after Sunday Masses for the sale of
cards and religious goods. A supply of First Holy Communion cards and
gifts are available. Any queries or volunteers to 01604 629103
or Kath.healey.789 ail.com

Bible Alive for Easter is now available - only £3.00! If you wish to
purchase a copy, they are in the narthex as you come into church.

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham:

.,\\NNE OA‘
u,, 14" June 2025:
5\ A coach will leave from St. Gregory's at 8am on
Saturday 14™ June, leaving Walsingham at about
lg‘“m‘. “'3& 5.00pm. Cost £22 per person (payable in advance).

To book, please see Caryll in the Office.

Child Safety: Your children are always very welcome at St. Gregory’s,
whether at Mass or coffee mornings etc. However, please keep your
children with you at all times (especially toddlers) as their safety is your
responsibility. If you cannot see them (ie if you are in the hall and they
are in the foyer) you cannot see what they are doing. Not everywhere is
safe — even in Church! Please take particular care in the car-park and on
the pavement outside the Church.

The end of the Financial Year: The Church’s financial year runs
from 1% April to 31% March, so we have just come to a ‘year-end’ and the
parish accounts are being prepared for sending to the diocese so that the
Finance Office can produce the figures for the entire Diocese. Until that
is published it will not be possible to give a complete financial picture but
this will be presented in the newsletter as soon as it is available. The new
envelopes will be issued in the coming weeks, although much the easiest
way to support the parish financially is through a standing order directly
from your own bank account. The information required for this is as
follows:

Bank; NatWest

Sort Code; 60-06-11

Account Number; 46898093

Account Name;  Northampton Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust
Payment Ref; Parish Name/Area: (St. Gregory’s, Northampton)

The number of sets of envelopes has declined considerably as people have
made standing orders, and this has reduced the cost of the envelopes and the
carbon-footprint of the parish. Please remember too that if you pay income
tax, the Church can reclaim this on your giving, (£2.50 for every £10 given)
and this is much simpler if you give by standing order.

Karuri School Project: To celebrate 15 years of the Karuri Project,
Wangari is coming to Northampton on 6™ May and will be at the Sacred
Heart Masses on 10" & 11" May & in the Church hall afterwards for an
informal chat. I know she would like to meet any people who know &
continue to support her, to provide an update & talk about her hopes for
the future. If you are unable to meet her, all the latest news & ways to
help are on the website- karurischoolproject.org

Bl. Cyprian Tansi Prayer Group prays together online via Whatsapp
(from 3™ May) and by telephone and on the first Saturday of the month,
here in the Hall: 10.00 am-12.00 pm.

Women of Hope: A Special Diocesan Gathering: The Women
in Ministry group in the Diocese of Northampton are running a special
event on Sat 19" July 2025 at St Mary's Woburn Sands from 11am-4pm.
Join us for an opportunity for women across the Diocese to gather, share
& celebrate stories of our ministries past & present. We welcome Avril
Baigent who will share her experiences of the Synod in Rome & lead us
in a synodal listening process. Bishop David will also be joining us for
the day & the final liturgy. All welcome! Sign-up using the link:
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/northamptondiocese/1600230

Or contact Helen Burgess helen.burgess@northamptondiocese.org

Wintershall: Pilgrimage to Wintershall on Sat 21% June. Return by
coach from Sacred Heart Church to Wintershall to experience ‘The Story
of Jesus, brought to life’. Suggested donations of £50.00 per adult, £30.00
per child (3-18) or Family Ticket (2 adults + 2 or more children) £150.00.
There are a small number of bursaries available. If you would like to take
part, please give your name & how many seats you need on the sign-up
sheet. It is important to indicate how many adult/child seats you wish to
book. Please contact the Parish Office at Sacred Heart for more info.
Cheques to Sacred Heart Parish. Payments should be placed in envelope
marked “Wintershall” & handed into the Parish Office at Sacred Heart.

Church Cleaning: Helpers needed to clean the Church on last Sat. every
month (next — 31% May), after morning Mass. All welcome, especially
younger, more energetic ones!

Choir _Notes: Our next practice, as we start remote preparations for
Christmas, is on Saturday 10" May 11am till noon. Alec

Tots @ St Gregory's: If you have the care of a baby or pre-school
child on Tuesday mornings join us in the church hall from 9.30-11.30.
Just £1 for you & any number of children & includes snacks for the
children & yourself. Term time only. Looking forward to seeing you!

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION

Baptism Preparation: The next session will be in the Sacristy, 7pm,
on Monday 16™ June. Please note you will need to phone Deacon
Michael on 07999808997 before you attend, to book a place.

First Holy Communion 2024/5: First Holy Communion 2025
Registration is now complete, and there is no more space this year.
Confirmation in 2025: Apologies that this date was missed; this was
caused by unavoidable circumstances. Please will any wishing to enrol
please email to childrens.liturgy@stgregory.org.uk to register that you
want to enrol for the next Confirmation. The Confirmation will be in the
afternoon of Sunday September 7 2025.

Gregory Care: Forthcoming events for your diary:-

10th May English Unity in Diversity Event combined with the
Headlands Festival Day watch out for posters of all events taking
place. There will be a bus every 30min to take you around all the
activities.

27th May Pilgrimage to Aylesford Priory pick up from St Gregory’s
leaving promptly at 8am. Unfortunately someone has moved or
thrown away one of the “sign up” sheets with at least 3 names on it,
so please check with Gregory Care if you have signed up to confirm
your seat. The cost will be £20

14th June Irish Unity in Diversity Event.

29th June Picnic in the park.

20th September African Unity in Diversity Event. We are looking
for someone to help organise this day, so if you are African and
would like to showcase your culture please get in touch with us.
15th November Indian Unity in Diversity Event.

Our first Event hosted by our Romanian and Polish communities
was a great success and has set a very high bar (not that it’s a
competition!)

Refreshment Donations: Below is the schedule for refreshment

Parking: Our car-park is small, and many have to park on the road. We
are in a residential district, and our neighbours also like to park. Please be
considerate, and remember that there are laws regarding where you may
park. It is illegal to block a drive to a house where there is a dropped kerb
or where a white line is painted indicating the needs of a disabled driver.
It is also illegal to park at a road junction. It is also rude and dangerous
to block the entrance to the car park! There is usually space on
Wellingborough Road at the side of Abington Park opposite the bottom
of Lime Avenue

donations through the year:
From the first Sunday in Advent

to the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord: The Hope Centre
From the Second Sunday in ordinary time

to the last Sunday before Ash Wednesday: Gregory Care
Through Lent and Eastertide: CAFOD

Ordinary Time until the end of August: Refreshment Fund
September until the Harvest collection: CAFOD

After harvest until the beginning of Advent: The Bible Society




Scripture Readings: Third Sunday of Eastertide, 4™ May 2025

After the healings we heard in last week’s reading from the Book of
Acts, the Apostles were again arrested, but miraculously freed. They
immediately continued teaching in the Temple, and were again
brought before the Sanhedrin, where they defended themselves
strongly. Omitted from today’s reading is Gamaliel’s urging that
they be released because if their activity “comes from God, you will
not be able to destroy them”.

The Psalm thanks God for rescue from a sudden illness.

In the Book of Revelation John sees God seated on a throne, with
praises rippling out through widening circles of heavenly creatures.
The one on the throne holds a scroll written on both sides and sealed
with seven seals. An angel proclaims “Who is worthy to open the
scroll?” But everyone is in despair because there seems to be no one

worthy to break the seals and open the scroll. But then someone says
“The lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David has triumphed”.
Instead of a lion, a slain lamb steps forward to receive the scroll.

After the reading last week of the first ending to John’s Gospel, we
hear today most of the second ending. With his three repeated
questions, Jesus forgives Peter’s three denials, and insists that the
essential pre-condition for authority is love.

Psalm Response: I will praise you, Lord, you have rescued me.
(Acts 5:27-32, 40-41; Psalm 29(30); Rev 5:11-14; John 21:1-19)
Chris Oliver

Chant used for the Communion procession at 11.00
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If you have not already, please register as soon as you can, and include your
home address, telephone number and email address in the ‘About You’ tab
and ask for the newsletter in the “Your Church’ tab. It is helpful if you can
indicate which Mass you normally attend.
www.caspar.church/me?ID=56067

You will need internet access for a security code which will be sent to
you by email. (Check junk/spam and set CASPAR not to be treated as
spam.)

[Ty oo CASPAR

T e T T TETEYT  Your Church”
St Gregory t € | tab.
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R e e To receive the
St Gregory the Great Church, Northampton newsletter
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Headlands and Eastfield Community Festival
Saturday 10th May 2025

KINGSLEY PARK

7-41 Lindsay Avenue

Northampton Transport Heritage will provide bus rides around venues

Bus 146 | 267 146 267 | 146 | 267 | 146 267 | 146 | 267

Lindsay Avenue 1000 | 1030 1100 1130 | 1200 | 1230 | 1300 1330 | 1400 | 1430
Opposite Abington Library

The Headlands Opposite Bushland Road 1004 | 1034 1104 1134 | 1204 | 1234 | 1204 1334 | 1404 | 1434
For Shop Zero/Headlands URC

Booth Lane North Opposite College for 1006 | 1036 1106 1136 | 1206 | 1236 | 1306 1336 | 1406 | 1436
Eastfield Park

Broadmead Avenue Shops 1010 | 1040 1110 1140 | 1210 | 1240 | 1310 1340 | 1410 | 1440
For St Albans Church and Karmana

Park Avenue North 1015 | 1045 1115 1145 | 1215 | 1245 | 1315 1345 | 1415 | 1445

Outside Broadmead Community Church for
the Church and Samuels Nursery

Birchfield Road East 1020 | 1050 1120 1150 | 1220 | 1250 | 1320 1350 | 1420 | 1450
Outside St Gregory’s Church
Lindsay Avenue 1025 | 1055 1125 1155 | 1225 | 1255 | 1325 1355 | 1425 | 1455

Opposite Abington Library

Our Unity in Diversity ‘English’ Day coincides with
The Headlands Community Day

English Summer

Fete

Sat 10th May at St Gregory's Church from 10 am.
There will be a Heritage bus every 30 min to take you to
other events around the community.

We will have Hot Dogs, Ice Cream,

Games and more all free!!
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Lome along and share in the Fun! i))‘ NORTHAMPTON

TOWN COUNCIL



