
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“A truly thriving Catholic community, 

confidently and humbly proclaiming the  

Good News of Jesus Christ.” 

Happy Easter 
“One is nearer God’s Heart in a garden  

Than anywhere else on earth” 

This from a poem by Dorothy 

Frances Gurney entitled “God’s 

Garden”. She was born into an 

influential family in the Church 

of England; her father was vicar 

of a London church; her 

grandfather and her uncle were 

both Anglican bishops. Her 

husband was ordained in the 

Church of England, but like so 

many at that time, became part of 

the ‘second spring’ as did G. K 

Chesterton. Both Dorothy and 

Gerald were received into the 

Catholic Church in 1919. She is 

also the author of another well-known hymn, “O Perfect Love”, 

written for her sister’s wedding. 

The final verse of ‘God’s Garden’ begins 

“For He broke it for us in a garden 

under the olive trees”. 

‘He’ in the above lines refers to Christ, hence the capital ‘H’, and 

this speaks of the garden of Gethsemane, and Christ’s agony there 

and the heart-break of betrayal, but today we think of the garden 

where Mary Magdalen met Jesus, but failed to recognise him. 

Although all four Gospels tell us that Mary Magdalen was the first 

to find the empty tomb, and was the messenger to the Apostles 

with the news of the Resurrection, it is only John who tells us of 

this meeting between Jesus and Mary, when she does not 

recognise Jesus but supposes him to be the gardener; hence, we 

assume that we are in a garden. It was in this garden that new life 

sprang up from the behind the stone. 

The Latin translation of John 20:17, with which renaissance artists 

would have been familiar is the title of the painting by Janssens 

van Nuyssen depicted here seems to show Jesus actually pushing 

Mary away, while she seeks to reach out to him. The Greek is 

better translated as “do not cling on to me”; this is because, as 

Jesus explains, he has not yet ascended to the Father. The risen 

presence in physical form will only remain for forty days. 

However, later that evening Jesus 

will show the disciples Clopas 

and his friend the manner in 

which he will be known until the 

end of time; in the breaking of 

bread. In this Sacrament, we do 

more than cling on to Jesus, we 

take him into our very self, to 

become one with him, and to live 

his life. 

To return to the garden, it is in the 

garden at this time of year that we 

are made conscious of the manner 

of apparently dead plants 

returning to life. This is a pointer 

to the resurrection of Jesus that we celebrate today, but the parallel 

must not be pushed too far. The new life of spring happens every 

year, just as we celebrate Easter every year. However, the actual 

death and resurrection of Jesus was a truly historical event. Our 

annual celebration is a celebration of something that has 

happened, and in fact, we make this celebration at every Mass, 

and every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. 

The poem ‘God’ Garden’ begins in the Garden of Eden, where 

“there, in the cool of the even, God walked with the first of men.” 

In the garden of the Resurrection, in the early morning, God in 

Christ walks again, and Mary Magdalen recognises him when he 

calls her by name. He then gives her an apostolic commission: 

“Go and tell”. She is sometimes known as the “Apostle to the 

Apostles”. 

We too, like Mary Magdalen have a commission, an apostolate. 

We too are sent to “go and tell”. In fact, this is exactly what it 

means to be a “Missionary Disciple”. 
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Please note: until the end of restrictions, there will be an 

additional Sunday Mass at St Gregory’s at 12.00 noon. 

Noli me tangere, by Abraham Janssens van Nuyssen (1575–1632) 



 

 

Sunday 
 

Easter Day  

9.00 am  

11.00 am 

12.00 pm 

Mass  

Mass 

Mass 

George Walsh 

The Parish 

Lawrence Mulligan RIP 

Monday 

Of Easter Octave 

9.00 am 

 

Mass 

 

Louis Prada 

Tuesday  

Of Easter Octave 

9.00 am Mass Fr. Benny Joseph 

Wednesday 

Of Easter Octave 

9.00  
 

Mass Dec’d Members of the 

Pike Family 

Thursday 

Of Easter Octave 

7.00 pm Mass Malcolm Allen RIP 

Friday 

Of Easter Octave 

9.00 am Mass Barbara Cloherty 

Saturday 

Of Easter Octave 

9.00 am Mass John Collier RIP 

Sunday 

2nd Sunday 

Of Easter 

9.00 am 
11.00 am 

12.00 noon 

Mass 
Mass 

Mass 

Giovanni Panariello RIP 

Margaret Ndekwe’s Int. 

The Parish 
 

 

Revised opening times: Due to the new restrictions, the Church will be open every day from 
8.45 am until 10.00 am, except on Sundays when it remains open until 12.45 am 

 

Your Offering To The Parish: Last Sunday's collection was £858.44. Thank you! 

Standing Order gifts to the Parish: Each week £512 is given through standing orders. 

Donations through the Diocese: An average of £219 is given each week. 

Gift Aid benefits to the parish: The value of Gift Aid averages £220 per week. 

Second Collection CAFOD: So far, just over £690 has been given in the Lent CAFOD 

appeal; the fund will remain open through Lent until Palm 

Sunday. Please continue in your generosity. 

Second Collection Good Friday: Holy Places £. Thank you! 

Cleaners This Week: The Church is cleaned and sanitised daily by the stewards. 

Counters This Week: CC & LA. 

 

Readings for this Sunday 
Acts 10: 34, 37-43: We have eaten and drunk with him after his resurrection. 

Colossians 3: 1-4: You must look for the things that are in heaven, where Christ is. 

John 20: 1-9: He must rise from the dead. 
 
 

Readings for next Sunday 

Acts 4: 32-35; 1 John 5: 1-6; John 20: 19-31. (Page 132) 

 
 
 

During this season   New Members of the Church; 

Of Easter, we are  Human Work; Priestly Vocations;  

Asked to pray for:  Right Use of the Media; The Church. 

 
 

 

Gregory Care 
Another update:- Gregory Care has a new phone number 07434669011 Please use this to contact 

us between 8.00 am – 5.00 pm if there is anything we can help you with.  

We are still collecting toiletries every week for families struggling financially during this time 

(working alongside the Cathedral) and these are very much appreciated. If you know of anyone 

who would benefit from a food parcel please let Gregory care know.  

Your response to our request for toiletries has been amazing; thank you so much. Please continue 

to give what you can. Soap, shower gel, shampoo, washing up liquid &c. are always needed. 

Thank you again. If you know of anyone in this parish who would benefit from this help please let 

Fr Andrew know. Meanwhile let’s keep up the good work! 

 

 

Please pray for the sick: 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Anniversaries:  

May they Rest in Peace 
 

Maria Schlicht Ellen Taylor 

Bridget Walsh Anna Delaney 

John O’Grady Christina Port 

Danny Nagle Catherine Cleaver 

Thomas Curry Edward Zziwa 

Richard Bowes Margaret Finnegan 

Mary Liassides Gerald Mulcahy 

Richard Costello Sheila Hanzlik 

Ralph Hoult Emily Page 

Cornelius Bowe Audrey Bandiak 

Cornelius Moynihan Malcolm Allen 

Kitty O’Driscoll Marius Perrin 

Harry Archer Theodosia Dix 

Irmgard Hillyer Derek Hodgkinson 

Regina Raemdonck-Bryssinck 
 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 

 FOR APRIL 

We pray for those who risk their lives while 
fighting for fundamental rights under 

dictatorships, authoritarian regimes and 

even in democracies in crisis. 
 
 

An act of Spiritual Communion 
I prostrate myself at your feet, O my Jesus,  
and I offer you the repentance of my heart,  
which abases itself in its nothingness  
and in your Holy Presence.  
I adore You in the Sacrament of your Love;  
I desire to receive You in the poor abode  
that my heart offers You.  
While awaiting the happiness of Sacramental 
Communion, I wish to possess you in spirit.  
Come to me, O my Jesus, that I may come to You. May 
your Love inflame my whole being  
in life and in death.  
Jesus, I believe in You, I hope in You, I love You.  Amen. 
 Pope Francis [20 March 2020] 

.  
22 Park Avenue North 
Northampton. NN3 2HS 
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Priest: 
Fr Andrew Behrens        713015 

E-mail: priest@stgregory.org.uk 
Deacons: 
Rev Michael Fleming        647750 
E-mail: mvf@btinternet.com 
Pastoral Assistant: 
Maria Heath          

E-mail: maria.heath@yahoo.co.uk 

Tickets 

are now 

here! 

http://www.stgregory/


Notices of Interest 
Bible Alive for Easter is now available. The cost is £3.00. If you want 

to purchase a copy, they are near the hand-sanitiser in the narthex as 

you come into church.   
 

Repository: If you wish to buy anything, please come to the Church 

between 9 and 10am & speak to a Steward who will show you what to 

do & where to go.  
 

 

 

We welcome into the family of the Church 

Thomas Talmacel 

who received Christian Baptism recently. 

Please pray for him and his family. 

 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 

Baptism Preparation: Please note that you will need to phone 

Deacon Michael on 07999808997 before you attend, to book your 

place. 

First Holy Communion 2021: The programme has started and is 

running through ‘Loom’, an on line platform used by many schools. 

Parents need to ‘home-school’ children. The programme is called 

“Growing Up Catholic”, and there are 6 sessions preparing for the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation, followed by six sessions preparing for 

First Holy Communion. It is important that the first six sessions are 

completed by the end of the Easter holidays. Please email Stella at 

swatts49@outlook.com, for last-minute registration. 

Confirmation: Yet again we are thrown into confusion! We await 

more information. This continues to be difficult! 
 

St Gregory's Catholic Primary School is currently recruiting for a 

Breakfast Club Team Member and also a Lunchtime Supervisor (all details 

will be on the school website). 
 

Vianney Mission Prayer Group will not meet during this time. 
 

Bl. Cyprian Tansi Prayer Group continues to pray together online 

via Skype and by telephone. 
  

 

Tots @St Gregory’s: As with other meetings, Tots has been 

cancelled until further notice. 
 

Parish Finances: Thank you to everyone who has been so very 

generous during this lockdown. Our parish finances are reasonably 

stable. Your generosity is much appreciated! 

Standing Order via Donor’s Own Bank. You can set up a 

standing order for donations to your parish using either your on line 

bank account or in branch. The information required to make the 

donation is as follows: 
 

Bank;                 NatWest 

Sort Code;             60-06-11 

Account Number; 46898093  

Account Name;     Northampton Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust 

Payment Ref; Parish Name/Area: (St. Gregory’s, Northampton) 
 

Being a Dynamic Catholic: Through Lent there are regular talks 

on the parish website and Facebook page based on a book entitled 

“Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic” by Matthew Kelly. All these are 

still available on the parish website. 
 

Financial Support for Self-Isolation: Please see the following 

article regarding financial help available for those who are self-

isolating; 

https://www.northamptonchron.co.uk/health/coronavirus/how-apply-

self-isolation-financial-support-now-available-across-

northamptonshire-3004756 
 

Masses and Covid security in Lockdown: It is of the greatest 

importance that the church is a place of safety from the COVID virus, & 

while clergy & stewards do all they can to have systems in place, there is 

a responsibility on everyone to adhere to government regulations & 

maintain the safety of everyone as well as themselves in church. While 

‘bubbles’ & households may sit together, there should be at least 1 metre 

distance separating those not in the same ‘bubble’ or household & must 

wear masks. We are still allowed to come to Mass; this is in part because 

churches are safe places. It is up to us to keep the church safe.  

Face masks: Wearing face masks is compulsory in churches & you 

should wear one if you can. Stewards are not responsible for policing 

this, but may remind you that this is the law. 
 

Track and Trace: The government have now released their app to 

support track & trace & we have a QR code which can be scanned to 

record your presence at church. This is not obligatory, but should help 

in the important task of controlling the spread of the virus. As 

responsible members of society, we should comply with this request. 
 

Narthex revamp 
The map which has been in the narthex for many years was 

intended to be a reminder of the global nature of the Church, 

and that we have people at St Gregory’s whose original home 

was far away from here. The plan is that on the boards either 

side of the door will be the message “Welcome” in the language 

of every place represented here. You may be asked to help! 

 

The Prince of Wales has recorded the poem “God’s Grandeur”, to form part of the on-line Easter Meditation for Stonyhurst College. Gerard 

Manly Hopkins was a Jesuit, another of the ‘second spring’ converts to Catholicism, like Dorothy Frances Gurney, and Stonyhurst is a 

Jesuit college. Prince Charles has said that he wants to show support for Christians at Easter. The first four lines of the poem speak of the 

greatness of God, but then asks why people do not “reck” (heed) his “rod” (commands).The next four lines laments the state of  the people 

of the world, “seared with trade”. The final part of the poem affirms that nature itself proclaims God’s grandeur. 

The world is charged with the grandeur of God. 

    It will flame out, like shining from shook foil; 

    It gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oil 

Crushed. Why do men then now not reck his rod? 

Generations have trod, have trod, have trod; 

    And all is seared with trade; bleared, smeared with toil; 

    And wears man's smudge and shares man's smell: the soil 

And for all this, nature is never spent; 

    There lives the dearest freshness deep down things; 

And though the last lights off the black West went 

    Oh, morning, at the brown brink eastward, springs — 

Because the Holy Ghost over the bent 

    World broods with warm breast and with ah! bright wings. 

 

https://www.northamptonchron.co.uk/health/coronavirus/how-apply-self-isolation-financial-support-now-available-across-northamptonshire-3004756
https://www.northamptonchron.co.uk/health/coronavirus/how-apply-self-isolation-financial-support-now-available-across-northamptonshire-3004756
https://www.northamptonchron.co.uk/health/coronavirus/how-apply-self-isolation-financial-support-now-available-across-northamptonshire-3004756


Is bare now, nor can foot feel, being shod. Gerard Manly Hopkins 



Why Alpha: Pope Francis has asked that every parish and every Catholic have a missionary heart. In 

2019, over 5,600 Catholic parishes and organisations around the world ran Alpha with an estimated 

310,000 participants. 

“The Alpha experience is not only a means through which one finds true life, but also a way to share the 

good news of the Living Christ.” Cardinal Mark Ouellet, Prefect of the Congregation for Bishops and 

President of the Pontifical Commission for Latin America  

 Scripture Readings 4th April 2021, Easter Sunday, Year B 

In a vision in Acts Peter is told that all animals and birds are suitable 

for eating: the restrictions of the Jewish Law are ending. So he can 

enter the house of Cornelius, a Gentile. Peter’s speech is interrupted 

by the Holy Spirit welcoming the Gentile community into the church. 

Peter realises that forgiveness of sins is offered to “everyone who 

believes” in Jesus’ name. 

The vigil reading from Paul sees our baptism as joining Christ in his 

tomb, to rise to a new life in Christ, freed from the slavery of sin. 

The dramatic Passover Psalm thanks God for repeatedly coming to 

our rescue and saving us. 

Paul’s letter to the Colossians draws attention away from earthly 

marks of religion: having died to things on earth, they should focus 

on the life to come when they “will appear with Christ in glory”. The 

alternative reading refers to the feast of Unleavened Bread, which 

followed Passover. 

In the three synoptic gospels three women discover the tomb empty 

and run to tell the apostles. But in John’s gospel Mary of Magdala is 

alone. Finding the stone removed from the tomb, she runs to tell 

Peter. Peter goes in first and sees the empty burial cloths. When the 

other disciple goes in, he believes. 

Psalm Response:    This day was made by the Lord: we rejoice 

and are glad.  

 Chris Oliver

 

 

Easter Flowers In Memory Of: 
Mary Mavrmomatis John & Julia Cahalane Jeremiah Cahalane 

Joan Palmer Leslie Thompson Dillane Family 

Murray Family Anita Grosso Michael Chudley 

Diana Chudley Christopher Chudley Glen Chudley 

Tim & Eve Perkins John Perkins Rebecca Holt 

Louise Whalley Houghton Family  De Verteuil Family 

George Walsh Roger Salter Malcolm Allen 

Fred Jones Percy Walton Petrea 

Kate Kenealy Brian Woods Verona 

Dumitru Maria  Maria 

Ludovic Nicolae Maria 

Mihai Roseanne Ogbata’s Family & Friends 

Annie & Arthur Eyles Leann Hannelly Mary Cashman 

Michael Moore Mick McCabe Ben Duffy 

Pamela Evelyn Alfred Derek Hodgkinson 

Derek Rumsey Brendan Moen Louie Short 

Marion Cave Eddie & Julie Moriarty Carlo Marchese 

Caterina Bradshaw Italia & Ben Jacobs Antonietta Riseley 

Stephen Goddard   

In Thanksgiving For: 

All our Blessings The Church staying open during lockdown 

 

Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti 
Anyone who thinks that the only lesson to be learned 

was the need to improve what we were already doing, 

or to refine existing systems and regulations, is denying 

reality.” Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti, §7 

“Global society is suffering from grave structural 

deficiencies that cannot be resolved by piecemeal 

solutions or quick fixes. Much needs to change, 

through fundamental reform and major renewal.” Pope 

Francis, Fratelli Tutti, §179 

“Each day offers US a new opportunity, a new 

possibility. We should not expect everything from 

those who govern us, for that would be childish. We 

have the space we need for co-responsibility in creating 

and putting into place new processes 

and changes.” Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti, §77 

As Vaccinations bring us protection we need to renew 

our personal commitment to stopping climate change. 

Sacrifice! Reduce to one car per household (an electric 

one asap), stop flying unless essential, Walk, Cycle, 

Use public transport. Plant trees, Let your lawn grow 

longer, Do not concrete your garden for parking. 

Petition Government for action on climate change 

through CAFOD.

   
 
 
 
 

Happy 

Easter 

Jesus is  
risen. 
Life  
everlasting is 

available to   
all  
people. 



 

 
 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 2021 
 

28th February CAFOD (Lenten Fast Day 26th Feb) 

2nd April Good Friday Collection for the Holy Places 

25th April Diocesan Priests’ Training Fund 

16th May Mass Media 

20th June Day for Life 

27th June Peter’s Pence 

11th July Apostleship of the Sea 

19th September Home Mission Sunday 

3rd October CAFOD (Harvest Fast Day 1st October) 

24th October Mission Sunday 

7th November Bishop’s Maintenance Fund 

14th November Sick & Retired Priests’ Fund 

 

 


