
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Lions of Rome: Papal Leos 
The present successor of St Peter is Pope Leo XIV, and it is well 
known that the inspiration for his Papal name comes from Pope 
Leo XIII, but there have been twelve Popes Leo, and on the feast of 
SS Peter and Paul, a look at the previous Popes who have taken that 
name might be interesting. 

The first Pope to take a different name was Pope John II, who had 
previously been known as Mercurius. On his election in 533, he 
decided that it would be inappropriate for a successor of Peter to 
have the name of a pagan deity, and chose John, the name of a 
recent pope who was already revered as a saint. 

Pope St Leo the Great (440 – 461) 
Only three Popes have had the epithet “the great” added to their 
name; one is well known to us, St Gregory, our patron. Pope 
Nicholas I is also called ‘the great’. Pope St Leo the Great, Leo I 
was the first Pope to be described in this way. He lived a century 
before Pope John II, being elected in 440 at a difficult time for the 
city of Rome and the Roman Empire. The Huns and Vandals were 
attacking from the north, and Leo was able to persuade Attila not to 
invade Italy, and when four years later the Vandals did invade, Leo 
ensured that the city was not burned. It was not for his protection of 
Rome that he is honoured in the Church but for his promotion of 
orthodox Christian teaching about the divinity of Christ. He was a 
man of great holiness and wisdom, and during his Papacy the 
successor of Peter became unquestionably the chief bishop of the 
Church. Pope Benedict XVI said: that Leo's papacy was 
"undoubtedly one of the most important in the Church's history"  

Pope St Leo II (682 – 683) 
The remains of the Roman Empire in Italy continued to crumble; in 
the decade before the election of Leo II much of the remaining 
wealth of Rome was transported to Constantinople. His papacy 
lasted less than a year, and his holiness and scholarship are more 
significant than his achievements in office.  

Pope Leo III (797 – 816) 
Charlemagne was already the secular ruler when Leo was elected, 
and it was Leo who crowned him on Christmas Day, 800.  His 
Papacy was overshadowed by the difficult relationship between 
Church and State. It was during this time that the filioque clause 
(that the Holy Spirit proceeds for the Father and the Son was being 
proposed. Leo opposed that addition to the Creed, but Charlemagne 
supported it. (It was eventually accepted in Rome by Pope Benedict 
VIII in 1014. This gave rise to the separation of the Eastern Church 
from the Catholic West.) 

Pope St Leo IV (847 – 855) 
The problem facing Leo on his election was the threat of Arab 
invasion; in 846 Rome had been attacked and the tombs of both 
Peter and Paul had been desecrated. Determined that this should not 

be repeated, Leo built the ‘Leonine Walls’ to protect the Vatican, 
These walls still stand today. 

Pope Leo V (August to September 903) 
During the century between 882 and 984, seven Popes were 
murdered — a sad record of power-struggles within the Church. 

Pope Leo VI (May to December 928) 
Already an old man when elected, he was able to die a natural death. 

Pope Leo VII (936 – 939) 
A devout man who spent his Papacy in seeking to reform the 
Church, and in particular, the monastic orders, leading eventually to 
the founding of the Cistercian order. 

Pope Leo VIII (963 – 965) 
Another short Papacy, lasting only 16 months. 

Pope St Leo IX (1049 – 1054) 
One of the great reforming Popes after a century of disruption. He 
spent much of his Papacy travelling and holding synods in different 
places. His work inspired and was furthered by Gregory VII in the 
following century. 

Pope Leo X (1513 – 1521) 
Born into the Medici family, second son of Lorenzo ‘the 
magnificent’. Like his father, he was a great patron of the arts, 
commissioning Raphael to paint rooms in the Vatican and 
Michelangelo to do work in Florence. The chief event of his life was 
the conflict with Luther and the beginning of the Protestant 
Reformation. Even though Luther opposed the Church, he praised 
Leo’s ‘blameless life’. 

Pope Leo XI (April 1605) 
Leo XI was nephew of Leo X, but his appointment was not one of 
nepotism; he was influenced by the new spirit in Rome brought 
about by the work of St Philip Neri, St Ignatius Loyola and the 
Jesuits. He was 70 at the time of his election and caught a chill at his 
installation in the Lateran Basilica and died ten days later. His 
remains the shortest Papacy ever. 

Pope Leo XII (1823 – 1829) 
Leo XII was unwell when elected, and in fact lived much longer 
than he had expected. He was a disciplined and austere man with a 
conservative temperament. Just before his election the Basilica of St 
Paul outside the Walls in Rome had burned down, and he appealed 
for support to rebuild it as it had been in the fourth century, though 
did not live to see the project completed. 

Pope Leo XIII (1878 – 1903) 
Chiefly remembered as the founder of modern Catholic Social 
Teaching, and in that capacity, seen as the inspiration of Pope Leo 
XIV, as well as giving his name to two Bishops of Northampton! 
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Ss Peter & Paul 

9.00 am 
11.00 am 
4.30 pm 

Mass 
Mass  
Mass (Syro Malabar Rite) 

The Parish 
Julia & Vittorio Ruocco 

Monday 
Feria 

9.00 am Mass 
 

Davey Joe Breen RIP 

Tuesday 
Feria 

9.00 am 
 

Mass 
 

Thanksgiving 

Wednesday 
Feria 

9.00 am 
 

Mass  
 

Julie-Ann Murray’s 
Intentions 

Thursday 
St. Thomas 

9.00-11.00 
7.00 pm  

Holy Hours of Adoration 
Mass 

 
Janet Hayes & Family 

Friday 
Feria 

9.00 am 
 

Mass 
 

Anthony Breen RIP 

Saturday 
Patronage of St. 
Thomas of Canterbury 

9.00 am 
 

Mass Thanksgiving 

Sunday 
 
 

14th Sunday 
Of the Year 

9.00 am 
11.00 am 
1.00 pm 
4.30 pm 

Mass 
Mass 
Mass in Shona 
Mass (Syro Malabar Rite) 

Angela McCarren 
The Parish 

 

Your Offering to the Parish: Last Week Was £404.30. Thank you! 

Standing Order gifts to the Parish: Each week £557 is given through standing orders. 
Donations through the Diocese: An average of £75 is given each week. 
Gift Aid benefits to the parish: The value of Gift Aid averages £171 per week. 

Second Collection This Week: Peter’s Pence 

Cleaners This Week: The Church is cleaned & sanitised on a regular basis. 
Counters this Week: CC & JH. 
 

Readings for this Sunday:— see inside for details 
Acts 12: 1-11:  Now I am sure that the Lord has rescued me. 

2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 17-18: There is laid up for me the crown of righteousness.  
Matthew 16: 13-19: You are Peter, and I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 

Heaven. 
 

Readings for next Sunday (CTS New Sunday Missal Page 1016) 
 

Isaiah 66: 10-14c; Galatians 6: 14-18; Luke 10: 1-12, 17-20. 

During This Season of   Human Life; Seafarers; 

Ordinary Time, Summer, We Victims of Persecution or oppression; 
We Are Asked to Pray For: Europe; Christian/Jewish Relations; The Environment.  
 
 

Picnic in the Park Today! 
From 12.30 onwards in Abington Park (in sight of the bandstand) 
all parishioners, families and friends are invited to a (bring your 
own) picnic for a social time together. At the time of writing, a 
heat-wave is being forecast, so please bring necessary sun cream, 
sun hats and any other precautions. 
Free Ice Creams will be on offer; there will be games and giant 
bubbles, and music will be by the ‘Starlight Sisters’, a trio 
performing 40’s, 50’s and 60’s music. 

All are welcome. 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
The annual Holy Hour to celebrate Eucharistic Ministry will be live-streamed from the 
Cathedral at 3 pm on 29 June, the Sunday following Corpus Christi. All ministers of the 

Eucharist are invited to come along or share by livestream and renew their commitment as 
lay ministers. 

Please Pray for the Sick: 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

Anniversaries: 
May they Rest in Peace 

 

Mary Stacey John Fallon 
Bernard Do7yle Bridget Flynn 
Anne Lick Freda Garratt 
Michael Prendiville Patrick Kelly 
Kathleen O’Connor Toylie Noel 
Patrick Melarkey Gina Sabatini 
Jerry West John Gorddard 
Tony Franks Mary Wright 
Alice Curran Michael Eyles 
Thomas Hastings Margaret Carey 
Paul Kendal Margaret Holland 
Harry Ponting Elizabeth Jeffrey 
Dhania Sawh Irene Idczak 
Michael Coneys Clara Johnson 
Maureen McGrath Vincent Crowley 
Maria Ortuna-Piera Frank Staples 
Michael O’Brien  

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
FOR JUNE 

Let us pray that each one of us might find 
consolation in a personal relationship with Jesus, 
and from his Heart, learn to have compassion on 

the world. 
 

Prayer for Peace for Ukraine, the Holy Land 
and all places of strife 

Please continue to pray for an end to wars,  
and for all victims of war: 

O God, author and lover of peace,  
to know you is to live, to serve you is to reign. 
Defend against every attack those who cry to 
you so that we, who trust in your protection, 

may not fear the weapons of any foe. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
29th June 2025 
Ss Peter & Paul 
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22 Park Avenue North 
Northampton. NN3 2HS 
Website: www.stgregory.org.uk 

Priest: 
Fr Andrew Behrens   713015 
E-mail: frandrew.behrens@northamptondiocese.org 
Deacon: 
Rev Michael Fleming   647750 
E-mail: mvf@btinternet.com 
Parish Secretary: 
Caryll Comley  713015 
Email: parish.stgregory@northamptondiocese.org 
Safeguarding representative 
Carol McNeil  07906802615 



Notices of Interest 
 

 
 

We welcome into the family of the Church 
Zephaniah Coanta-Slinn 

who received Christian Baptism recently. 
Please pray for him and his family. 

 
 

Repository: The Repository is open after Sunday Masses for the sale of 
cards and religious goods. The date of the publication of the new 
Weekday Missal has been seriously delayed.  The new date I have been 
given is September 27th. The reason for the delay has not been fully 
explained.  Further news when I get it.  Any queries or volunteers please 
contact Kathleen on 01604 629103 or Kath.healey.789@gmail.com 
 

Bible Alive for July is now available - only £3.00! If you wish to 
purchase a copy, they are in the narthex as you come into church. 
 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
Baptism Preparation: The next session will be in the Sacristy, 7pm, 
on Monday 29th July. Please note you will need to phone Deacon 
Michael on 07999808997 before you attend, to book a place. 
First Holy Communion 2024/5: First Holy Communion 2025 
Registration is now complete, and there is no more space this year. 
Confirmation in 2025: The Confirmation will be in the afternoon of 
Sunday September 7th 2025. 
 

Parishioners With Young Children: Please, please, do not allow 
your child to play with/throw around pamphlets/leaflets/booklets etc 
which are displayed either in the Narthex or the Foyer. They are not toys. 
Thank you! 
 

Safeguarding: In an ideal world everyone should be safe as a matter of 
course, but our world is not ideal, and we all need protection. Hazards 
come in many different forms, adverse weather; cold or hot, wet or dry; 
natural or man-made hazards. Last month, on 20th May the Church prayed 
specifically for survivors of abuse, and one of the most frequent 
complaints from survivors is the bad treatment that they have received. 
The Catholic Church in England and Wales has set up the ‘Catholic 
Safeguarding Standards Agency’ (CSSA) which seeks to ensure the 
highest possible measure of safeguarding in the Church across every 
diocese and in every religious order. Within our diocese, this must be so 
in every parish! Please see the name and contact for our Parish 
Safeguarding Representative who will be happy to talk to anyone who 
would be interested in finding more about this important aspect of our 
faith. 

  

 

 

Christians Together Cherishing Creation: 
Everyone is invited to the event in Abington Park on Sun 
27th July, from 2 to 4pm. Over the past few years people 
from St Gregory’s have worked together with people from 
Abington Avenue URC, St Peter’s Weston Favell, the 
Quaker community & other Christian congregations to 
encourage care for God’s creation. Please support this 
event. 

 

Church Cleaning: Helpers needed to clean the Church on last Sat. every 
month (next – 26th July), after morning Mass. All welcome, especially 
younger, more energetic ones! 
 

Choir Notes: next practices are from 11-12 on the 2nd Saturday of the 
month: Aug 9, Sep 13, Oct 11, Nov 8.  Alec 
 

Join the fight for life: MP’s have just voted for assisted suicide 
They have already voted to decriminalise abortion; next will be abortion 
up until birth for any reason; even partial birth abortion is on the agenda.  
Will YOU join the fight for life? Join the Society for the Protection of 
Unborn Children, which seeks to protect life from conception to natural 
death, by contacting William Currie on wpcurrie@btinternet.com or text 
to 07393965643 
 

Bl. Cyprian Tansi Prayer Group prays together online via Whatsapp 
& telephone on the 1st Saturday of the month, in the Hall: 10 am-12pm. 
 

Tots @ St Gregory’s: If you have the care of a baby or pre-school 
child on Tuesday mornings join us in the church hall from 9.30-11.30. 
Just £1 for you & any number of children & includes snacks for the 
children & yourself. Term time only. Looking forward to seeing you!  

Called & Equipped: Would you love to go deeper in your faith? Is now 
the time to take the next step?  Our year-long Called & Equipped course 
starst again in October, offering the opportunity to explore the 
foundations of Catholic theology with a like-minded community of faith. 
Find out more here: https://northamptondiocese.org/called-equipped/  
 

Peter’s Pence Collection: This collection is taken in every Catholic 
parish across the world at the time of the celebration of the feast of SS 
Peter & Paul. Last year the total raised in our Diocese was £11,385.91, 
for which, many thanks.  
 

Parking: Our car-park is small, & many have to park on the road. We are 
in a residential district, & our neighbours also like to park. Please be 
considerate, & remember that there are laws regarding where you may 
park. It is illegal to block a drive to a house where there is a dropped kerb 
or where a white line is painted indicating the needs of a disabled driver. 
It is also illegal to park at a road junction. There is usually space on 
Wellingborough Road at the side of Abington Park opposite the bottom 
of Lime Avenue. 

Women of Hope: A Special Diocesan Gathering: The Women 
in Ministry group in the Diocese of Northampton are running a special 
event on Sat 19th July 2025 at St Mary's Woburn Sands from 11am-4pm. 
Sign-up using the link: 
 https://www.tickettailor.com/events/northamptondiocese/1600230 Or 

contact Helen Burgess helen.burgess@northamptondiocese.org    
 

Supporting Your Parish: Much the easiest way to support the parish 
financially is through a standing order directly from your own bank 
account. The information required for this is as follows: 
Bank;                 NatWest 
Sort Code;             60-06-11 
Account Number; 46898093  
Account Name;     Northampton Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust 
Payment Ref; Parish Name/Area: (St. Gregory’s, Northampton) 
Please remember that if you pay income tax, the Church can reclaim this on 
your giving, (£2.50 for every £10 given) and this is much simpler if you give 
by standing order. 
 

40 Hours of Prayer - “Quarant’ Ore”: This will start with Mass 
at 7am Fri 18th July & continue until Mass at 10pm Sat 19th July. There 
will be a sign-up sheet, and groups wishing to lead particular times are 
invited to participate. This is an important part of the prayer-life of the 
parish, & over the course of the 40 hours, it is hoped that everyone will 
find just one hour to be with the Lord.  
 

Gregory Care: Forthcoming events for your diary: 
 NEXT SUNDAY — 29th June Picnic in the park.  Please come 
20th September African Unity in Diversity Event. We are looking for 
someone to help organise this day, so if you are African and would like 
to showcase your culture please get in touch with us.  
15th November Indian Unity in Diversity Event.  
Our first Event hosted by our Romanian and Polish communities was a 
great success and has set a very high bar (not that it’s a competition!) 
 

Refreshment Donations: Below is the schedule for refreshment 
donations through the year: 
From the first Sunday in Advent 
to the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord:  The Hope Centre 

From the Second Sunday in ordinary time 
to the last Sunday before Ash Wednesday:  Gregory Care 
Through Lent and Eastertide:   CAFOD 

Ordinary Time until the end of August: Refreshment Fund 
September until the Harvest collection:   CAFOD 
After harvest until the beginning of Advent:  The Bible Society 



Scripture Readings: SS Peter and Paul, 29th June 2025 
This is the last chapter in Acts about the Jerusalem church before 
Paul’s missionary journeys. Peter’s third arrest is this time by Herod 
who is the grandson of the Herod when Jesus was born. The story of 
Peter being freed from prison is so lovingly told that the parallels 
with Jesus’ arrest may be missed. Like Jesus, Peter was arrested 
during the Passover, and was also taken for a ghost, here by the 
maid, Rhoda, who shuts the door in his face. The angel who 
proclaimed Jesus to be risen, and who frees Peter, goes on to strike 
Herod dead. 

The Psalm thanks the Lord for help in difficult times, urging us to 
glorify the Lord, who is always ready to give comfort. 

A rather lonely Paul, abandoned in prison, writes these encouraging 
words to Timothy, whom Paul has commissioned to take over his 

ministry. Paul urges him to keep on preaching the true Christian 
message in its entirety. But Timothy will therefore suffer and need 
always to rely on the Lord’s strength. 

Today’s gospel is Matthew’s version of Jesus asking who people say 
he is. It is similar to Luke’s version. But Matthew inserts the well-
known commissioning of Peter to be the rock of the Church, the 
only reference in all the gospels to the whole Church. 

Psalm Response: From all my terrors the Lord set me free. 

(Acts 12:1-11; Ps 33(34); 2 Tim 4:6-8; 17-18; Matt 16:13-19) 

Chris Oliver 
Please pray for the soul of Chris Oliver who died last Sunday. May he 
rest in peace and may God reward him for all the good he has done. 

 

 

Chant used for the Communion procession at 11.00 CASPAR 
“Your Church” 

tab. 
Please sign up. 
To receive the 

newsletter  
at home; choose 
the ‘email’ box at 
the bottom of the 

window. 

You can also 
indicate which 

Mass you usually 
come to. 

 

Jubilee 2025: The new global debt crisis 
Many of the world’s poorest countries have been plunged into a new 
debt crisis, and in this Jubilee Year, Pope Francis called for urgent 
action to address it. 
The number of low and middle-income countries in debt crisis has 
more than doubled since 2015: 54 countries are now in debt crisis 
compared with 22 countries in 2015. 
Despite facing significant poverty burdens, countries are having to 
make huge repayments on high-interest loans to wealthy banks, 
institutions and governments, leaving them unable to properly fund 
essential services. 
In Africa, 34 countries spend more on external debt payments than 
on health or education, when hospitals and schools are already 
desperately underfunded. 
Debts are being paid at the expense of hiring doctors and teachers, 
building schools, hospitals and sewage systems, preparing for 
floods, or coping with droughts. 
Often, countries have repaid their original debt several times over, 
but the debt will never be cleared because the interest on it keeps 
growing. 
 
In Sri Lanka, debt is having a devastating impact 
Sri Lanka’s debt crisis has contributed to 25% of the population 
living in poverty, up from 13% three years ago. In 2022, the 
government spent 35% of its revenue on paying back debts. 
Sandun Thudugala from the Law and Society Trust in Sri Lanka, 
says, “A normal person has to bear the burden of this debt crisis. 
There is no medicine in hospitals and equipment is not available. 
Families don’t have enough food.” 

Pope Francis declared 2025 a Jubilee year, which in the Church is 
historically a time for cancelling debt and restoring equality. As we 
mourn Pope Francis, we honour his words. In a special message 
about the Jubilee year, he said: 
"Another heartfelt appeal that I would make in light of the coming 
Jubilee is directed to the more affluent nations. I ask that they 
acknowledge the gravity of so many of their past decisions and 
determine to forgive the debts of countries that will never be able to 
repay them. More than a question of generosity, this is a matter of 
justice.” 
Because the majority of loans granted by big banks are governed by 
English law, the UK government could legislate to force lenders to 
stop demanding payments from countries facing a debt crisis. 
As record sums of money flow from the poorest nations to line the 
pockets of the world’s biggest banks, we're calling for urgent action 
on the global debt crisis in this Jubilee year. 
Approaching the year 2000, Pope St John Paul II called for a 
cancellation of debts that were crippling whole countries whilst 
enriching lenders (Incarnationis Mysterium, 12, Tertio Millennio 
Adveniente, 12, 51). In his message for this year’s World Day of 
Peace, 25 years later, Pope Francis echoes the same call but also 
warns “lest this prove merely an isolated act of charity that simply 
reboots the vicious cycle of financing and indebtedness, a new 
financial framework must be devised.” 
In calling for an economic reset, both popes echo passages of the 
Bible: 
At the end of every seven years you shall grant a release. And this is 
the manner of the release: every creditor shall release what he has 
lent to his neighbour. (Deuteronomy 15:1-2) 

 

Please sign the CAFOD petition

If you have not already, please register as soon as you can, and include your 
home address, telephone number and email address in the ‘About You’ tab 
and ask for the newsletter in the ‘Your Church’ tab. It is helpful if you can 
indicate which Mass you normally attend. 

 www.caspar.church/me?ID=56067 

You will need internet access for a security code which will be sent to 
you by email.  (Check junk/spam and set CASPAR not to be treated as 
spam.) 


