
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Francis — Rest in peace 
The death of Pope Francis has 
dominated the news during the 
last week at a time when some 
news media have been covering 
what seems to be a resurgence of 
the Catholic Church in this 
country, and reports of larger 
number of people attending 
Churches through the Triduum 
(Maundy Thursday, Good Friday 
and the Easter Vigil) and on 
Easter Day. 

Many excellent obituaries have 
been written in both the religious 
and the secular press, and many 
have recounted their own 
personal experiences of meeting Pope Francis. 

To the left is Fr Andrew’s best 
picture, taken at a Papal 
Audience in St Peter’s Square in 
November 2017 

It is clear that the impact that 
Pope Francis has made is much 
greater than many people 
perceived, if the numbers who 
have filed past his body in the 
last week and the level of media 
interest is anything to go by. It is 
not as if there were nothing else 
going on for the media to be 

interested in! 

History will determine what legacy Pope Francis has left to the 
Church and to the world. While some disagree, his emphasis on the 
environment has many supporters both inside the Church and 
outside.  

“The heavens are the Lord’s heavens, but the earth he has given to 
the children of men”. (Psalm 115:16) What are we doing with that 
which God has given to us? (See Matthew 25:14-30) This is a 
fundamental question which is not just to do with the Church or 
Christianity; it is an existential question for the whole of humanity, 
and the prophetic voice of Pope Francis has made us take it 
seriously, and has challenged the secular governments of the world 
as well as seeking to make the Vatican itself as ecologically friendly 
as possible. He has also been a campaigner for peace and has sought 
to bring divided Christianity to closer co-operation and fellowship. 
This is all part of his legacy. 

Within the Church, it may be that 
the process of synodality will be 
his lasting impact on the Church. 
It is a process which is not yet 
fully understood. Some have 
embraced it, thinking that through 
it the dogma and discipline of the 
Church can be changed. Others 
fear it for the same reason. 

Both misunderstand what 
synodality means. Synod comes 
from two Greek words meaning 
‘together on the way’, sometimes 
given as ‘walking together’. In 
practical terms, it means being in 
conversation with each other. 

Conversation means listening as well as talking. A phrase that has 
been used is ‘gracious listening’. It is not ‘debating’ in which the 
idea is to defeat other ideas; it is rather to share ideas, and to allow 
those who are voiceless to be heard. It is not a means to change the 
Magisterium of the Church, rather it is a means by which the 
teaching of the Church can be better understood and applied in 
present circumstances. 

For now, we are in a time known as 
‘Sede Vacante’ (empty chair), 
meaning that the cathedra (seat) of 
the Bishop of Rome is empty. The 
picture frame which contained the 
portrait of Pope Francis now has 
the symbol of the keys of Peter 
without a coat of arms and 
surmounted by an umbrella in place 
of the Papal Tiara or a mitre. The 
symbolism of the umbrella 
originates from the distant past and 
may have been a tent-like structure 
commonly seen in medieval 
paintings, indicating the Church as a shelter for all people. 

The conclave which will elect the new Pope will begin shortly, and 
our prayers must be for the Cardinal electors who, under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit will choose who is to succeed Pope 
Francis. There is inevitably much speculation over this, and some 
will be hoping for a Pope who will continue in the tradition of 
Francis; others who will hope for someone quite different. Whatever 
our personal hopes may be, we must trust in God to give us the Pope 
we need for our times..   
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11.00 am 
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Mass 
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Mass (Syro Malabar Rite) 

The Parish 
John Corbett RIP 

Monday 
St. George 

9.00 am Mass 
 

Breda Coleman’s 
Intentions 

Tuesday 
St. Catherine of 
Siena 

9.00 am 
 

Mass 
 

Josie & Chris Linskey 
RIP 

Wednesday 
Feria 

9.00 am 
 

Mass  
 

Philip Ndekwe RIP 

Thursday 
Feria 

9-11.00am 
7.00 pm  

Holy Hours of Adoration 
Mass 

 
George Walsh RIP 

Friday 
St. Athanasius 

9.00 am 
 
12.00 noon 

Mass 
 
Funeral Mass 

Esmae Kelehi 
Ndekwe’s Intentions 
Georgina Donaghue RIP 

Saturday 
Ss Philip & James 

9.00 am 
 

Mass Lorraine & Pete Berne 
& Family 

Sunday 
 

3rd Sunday  
of Easter 

 

9.00 am 
 
11.00 am 
4.30 pm 

Mass 
 
Mass 
Mass (Syro-Malabar Rite) 

Edward & Mary Moen 
The Parish 

 

Your Offering to the Parish: Last Week Was Your Offering to Fr. Andrew. Thank you! 

Standing Order gifts to the Parish: Each week £557 is given through standing orders. 

Donations through the Diocese: An average of £75 is given each week. 
Gift Aid benefits to the parish: The value of Gift Aid averages £171 per week. 

Second Collection Last Week: Holy Places £256.91. Thank you! 

CAFOD Len/Easter Appeal: Ongoing - £1000+ so far! Thank you! 

Cleaners This Week: The Church is cleaned and sanitised on a regular basis. 
Counters this Week: CC & MM. (Mondays). 
 
 

Readings for this Sunday: 
— see inside for details 

Acts 5: 12-16:  More than ever believers were added to the Lord. 
Revelation1:9-11a,12-13,17-19:I died, and behold I am alive for evermore.  

John 20: 19-31: Eight days later, Jesus came. 
 

Readings for next Sunday (CTS New Sunday Missal Page 472) 
 

Acts 5: 27b-32, 40b-41; Revelation 5: 11-14; John 21: 1-19. 
 

During This Season  Candidates for the Sacraments;  
Of Easter, We Are Women’s World Day of Prayer; Penitents & Wanderers; 
Asked to Pray For: The Need & Hungry of the World; Survivors of Sexual Abuse.  
 

Red Box 2024: Thank You! 
In 2024 St Gregory’s raised £4820.84 through our Red Boxes and donations to Missio and 
the Mill Hill Missionaries. Thank you! Our missionary community here at St Gregory’s is 
part of a worldwide network of people supporting missionaries overseas through prayer 
and financial assistance. Your support of Missionary Priests, like Fr Glenn MHM working 
with a rural community in Tompong, Cambodia, enables people to come together to 
celebrate the Eucharist and to work together to improve the lives of the whole community. 
Visit missio.org.uk to find out more. As last year, the amount we donated is more than any 
other parish of the 80 in our diocese, and the greatest total ever! God bless you and your 
families for your outstanding generosity. Alec and Dorothy. 
This does not include the money raised from the stamps which Linda Fleming collects and 
sends in. The total raised nationally through stamps is in the thousands of pounds. Please 
continue to bring used stamps to the sacristy! 

 

Teresa Redmond 
Please pray for the soul of Teresa Redmond.  Her funeral will be on Tuesday 6th May at 12.30 pm. 

Jesu Mercy. Mary Pray. 

Please Pray for the Sick: 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 

Anniversaries: 
May they Rest in Peace 

 

Geoffrey Easton William Naylor 
John Coley  Catherine Tuvey 
Catherine MacDonall Jean Witty 
Eamon O’Sullivan Antonio Canino 
Bernard Pickerill Raymond Hadley 
John Kennedy Eugene Smyth 
Henry Shields Richard Carney 
Anna Callanan Lawrence Connors 
Mary Lethbridge Catherine Bullock 
John Finegan James Reid 
Dorothy Steed Arthur Cuthbert 
William Middleton Violet Gibson 
William Miller Anne Dooley 
Rose McQuade Catherine Whatton 
Vincent Kelly Herbert Ainge 
Reginald Neale Rose Cosgrove 
Margaret Costello  
Dudley Cary-Elwes, Bishop of Northampton 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
FOR MAY 

Let us pray that through work, each person might 
find fulfilment, families might be sustained in 
dignity, and that society might be humanised 

 

Prayer for Peace for Ukraine, the Holy Land 
and all places of strife 

Please continue to pray for an end to wars,  
and for all victims of war: 

O God, author and lover of peace,  
to know you is to live, to serve you is to reign. 

Defend against every attack those who cry to you 
so that we, who trust in your protection, 
may not fear the weapons of any foe. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Notices of Interest 
 

 
 

We welcome into the family of the Church 
Bernie Christopher Darren Ward 

who received Christian Baptism recently. 
Please pray for him and his family. 

 
 

Repository: The Repository is open after Sunday Masses for the sale of 
cards and religious goods. A supply of First Holy Communion cards and 
gifts are available. Any queries or volunteers to 01604 629103 
or Kath.healey.789@gmail.com 
 

Bible Alive for Easter is now available - only £3.00! If you wish to 
purchase a copy, they are in the narthex as you come into church. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham:  
14th June 2025:  

A coach will leave from St. Gregory’s at 8am on 
Saturday 14th June, leaving Walsingham at about 

5.00pm. Cost £22 per person (payable in advance). 
To book, please speak to Caryll in the Office, or 
add your details to the list in the Lobby area and 

see Caryll or one of the Clergy to pay. 
 

Bl. Cyprian Tansi Prayer Group prays together online via Skype and 
by telephone and on the first Saturday of the month, here in the Hall:  
10.00 am-12.00 pm. 

Child Safety: Your children are always very welcome at St. Gregory’s, 
whether at Mass or coffee mornings etc. However, please keep your 
children with you at all times (especially toddlers) as their safety is your 
responsibility. If you cannot see them (ie if you are in the hall and they 
are in the foyer) you cannot see what they are doing. Not everywhere is 
safe – even in Church! Please take particular care in the car-park and on 
the pavement outside the Church. 
 

Women of Hope: A Special Diocesan Gathering: The Women 
in Ministry group in the Diocese of Northampton are running a special 
event on Sat 19th July 2025 at St Mary's Woburn Sands from 11am-4pm. 
Join us for an opportunity for women across the Diocese to gather, share 
& celebrate stories of our ministries past & present. We welcome Avril 
Baigent who will share her experiences of the Synod in Rome & lead us 
in a synodal listening process. Bishop David will also be joining us for 
the day & the final liturgy. All welcome! Sign-up using the link: 
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/northamptondiocese/1600230   

Or contact Helen Burgess helen.burgess@northamptondiocese.org    
 

Tots @ St Gregory’s: If you have the care of a baby or pre-school 
child on Tuesday mornings join us in the church hall from 9.30-11.30. 
Just £1 for you & any number of children & includes snacks for the 
children & yourself - excellent value for money! We run throughout term 
time. Looking forward to seeing you!  
 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
Baptism Preparation: The next session will be in the Sacristy, 7pm, 
on Monday 16th June. Please note you will need to phone Deacon 
Michael on 07999808997 before you attend, to book a place. 
First Holy Communion 2024/5: First Holy Communion 2025 
Registration is now complete, and there is no more space this year. 
Confirmation in 2025: Apologies that this date was missed; this was 
caused by unavoidable circumstances. Please will any wishing to enrol 
please email to childrens.liturgy@stgregory.org.uk to register that you 
want to enrol for the next Confirmation. The Confirmation will be in the 
afternoon of Sunday September 7th 2025. 
 

Parking: Our car-park is small, and many have to park on the road. We 
are in a residential district, and our neighbours also like to park. Please be 
considerate, and remember that there are laws regarding where you may 
park. It is illegal to block a drive to a house where there is a dropped kerb 
or where a white line is painted indicating the needs of a disabled driver. 
It is also illegal to park at a road junction. There is usually space on 
Wellingborough Road at the side of Abington Park opposite the bottom 
of Lime Avenue 

The end of the Financial Year: The Church’s financial year runs 
from 1st April to 31st March, so we have just come to a ‘year-end’ and the 
parish accounts are being prepared for sending to the diocese so that the 
Finance Office can produce the figures for the entire Diocese. Until that 
is published it will not be possible to give a complete financial picture but 
this will be presented in the newsletter as soon as it is available. The new 
envelopes will be issued in the coming weeks, although much the easiest 
way to support the parish financially is through a standing order directly 
from your own bank account. The information required for this is as 
follows: 
Bank;                 NatWest 
Sort Code;             60-06-11 
Account Number; 46898093  
Account Name;     Northampton Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust 
Payment Ref; Parish Name/Area: (St. Gregory’s, Northampton) 
The number of sets of envelopes has declined considerably as people have 
made standing orders, and this has reduced the cost of the envelopes and the 
carbon-footprint of the parish. Please remember too that if you pay income 
tax, the Church can reclaim this on your giving, (£2.50 for every £10 given) 
and this is much simpler if you give by standing order. 
 

Wintershall: Pilgrimage to Wintershall on Sat 21st June. Return by 
coach from Sacred Heart Church to Wintershall to experience ‘The Story 
of Jesus, brought to life’. Suggested donations of £50.00 per adult, £30.00 
per child (3-18) or Family Ticket (2 adults + 2 or more children) £150.00. 
There are a small number of bursaries available. If you would like to take 
part, please give your name & how many seats you need on the sign-up 
sheet. It is important to indicate how many adult/child seats you wish to 
book. Please contact the Parish Office at Sacred Heart for more info. 
Cheques to Sacred Heart Parish. Payments should be placed in envelope 
marked “Wintershall” & handed into the Parish Office at Sacred Heart. 
 

Choir Notes: Our next practice, as we start remote preparations for 
Christmas, is on Saturday 10th May 11am till noon.  Alec 
 

Church Cleaning: Helpers needed to clean the Church on last Sat. every 
month (next – 31st May), after morning Mass. All welcome, especially 
younger, more energetic ones! 

Gregory Care: Forthcoming events for your diary:- 
10th May English Unity in Diversity Event combined with the 
Headlands Festival Day watch out for posters of all events taking 
place. There will be a bus every 30min to take you around all the 
activities.  
27th May Pilgrimage to Aylesford Priory pick up from St Gregory’s 
leaving promptly at 8am. Unfortunately someone has moved or 
thrown away one of the “sign up” sheets with at least 3 names on it, 
so please check with Gregory Care if you have signed up to confirm 
your seat. The cost will be £20  
14th June Irish Unity in Diversity Event.  
29th June Picnic in the park.  
20th September African Unity in Diversity Event. We are looking 
for someone to help organise this day, so if you are African and 
would like to showcase your culture please get in touch with us.  
15th November Indian Unity in Diversity Event.  
Our first Event hosted by our Romanian and Polish communities 
was a great success and has set a very high bar (not that it’s a 
competition!) 
 

Refreshment Donations: Below is the schedule for refreshment 
donations through the year: 

From the first Sunday in Advent 
to the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord:  The Hope Centre 

From the Second Sunday in ordinary time 
to the last Sunday before Ash Wednesday:  Gregory Care 

Through Lent and Eastertide:   CAFOD 
Ordinary Time until the end of August:  Refreshment Fund 
September until the Harvest collection:   CAFOD 

After harvest until the beginning of Advent:  The Bible Society 

ALPHA STARTS ON TUESDAY APRIL 29th 700 pm 



Scripture Readings, Second Easter, 27th April 2025 
All the first readings of Eastertide are from the Acts of the Apostles 
describing the early years of the Church. The second readings are 
from the Book of Revelation, John’s vision of the new life in heaven 
promised to all believers and in which we share at Mass. The 
readings from John’s Gospel describe Jesus’ resurrection 
appearances and claims of his unity with the Father. Today the risen 
Jesus identifies himself as the one crucified, before this Gospel’s 
first ending. 

In Acts Peter and John were arrested, then released. Then the 
growing Christian community lived in peace. Peter only once acted 
as judge of Israel, killing Ananias and Sapphira for lying to the Holy 
Spirit. In today’s reading the other disciples stand apart from the 
Apostles, apparently in awe after this display of Peter’s power. 

More verses from the Psalm used for the Easter Masses, rejoicing at 

the coming of the king. 

John is exiled to the island of Patmos, south-west of Ephesus, for 
spreading the gospel. In this first chapter of Revelation a figure 
appears to John in his vision, identifying himself both as the risen 
“Son of Man”, which Jesus called himself while on earth, and as 
“the First and the Last” – ie God. John is commanded to write down 
what is now to be revealed to him. 

Psalm Response: Give praise to the Lord for he is good, 
his mercy endured for ever. 

(Acts 5:12-16; Ps 117(118); Rev 1:9-19; John 20:19-31) 

Chris Oliver

 

 

Chant used for the Communion procession at 11.00 CASPAR 
“Your Church” 

tab. 
Please sign up. 
To receive the 

newsletter  
at home; choose 
the ‘email’ box at 
the bottom of the 

window. 

You can also 
indicate which 

Mass you usually 
come to. 

 

The appointment of a Bishop 
In the earliest records it would appear that the choice of a bishop for a 
diocese rested in the hands of the clergy of that diocese, together with 
the bishops of the neighbouring dioceses, to ensure that no individual 
diocese could depart form the teaching of the Church. At the First 
Council of Nicaea in 325 it was ruled that the Metropolitan had to 
consent to the appointment, although not be part of the choosing 
process. 

Through the medieval period secular rulers demanded the right to veto 
the appointment of bishops, in some instances the sole right to appoint, 
and controversy over this continued into the 20th century. The 1917 
Code of Canon Law (theoretically) ended secular involvement in 
episcopal appointments, and within the Latin Rite, the diocese will be 
consulted as to its needs, but the final appointment is made by the Pope. 

However, the election of a new Pope retains some of the older system, 
although within the College of Cardinals. There are three ranks of 
Cardinal; Bishop, Priest and Deacon. In practice, normally all Cardinals 
are in fact Bishops, but are styled a Cardinal-Bishop, Cardinal-Priest or 
Cardinal-Deacon. The Cardinal-Bishops are given the titles (but not the 
responsibilities) of the neighbouring Dioceses to Rome; Ostia, Albano, 
Porto - Santa Ruffina, Palestrina, Sabina - Mentana, Frascati and 
Velletri. Cardinal-Priests and Cardinal-Deacons are given the title (but 
again, not the responsibilities) of parishes in the Diocese of Rome. Thus 
the electors in the Conclave maintain the form of the most ancient way 
of choosing a bishop. 

Cardinal Nichols is Cardinal-Priest of the church where the icon of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Succour is, near to the Basilica of Santa Maria 
Maggiore where Pope Francis is to be buried. Cardinal Roche is 
Cardinal-Deacon of San Saba, not far from the Church of St Gregory the 
Great. Our newest English Cardinal, Cardinal Radcliffe is Cardinal- 
Deacon of Santa Maria in Via Lata in central Rome. There are three 
Indian Cardinals including Cardinal George Koovakad from Kerala, 
Cardinal-Deacon of St Anthony of Padua to the south of the city. 

Canonisation of Carlo Acutis 
This Sunday was to have been the day when Pope Francis was to have 
officially canonised Blessed Carlo Acutis. For obvious reasons this has 
had to be postponed, and no date is yet fixed. 

 
“To always be close to Jesus, that’s my life plan” 

The first millennial saint of the Church, born in London and grew 
up in Italy, and died of leukaemia in 2006 aged 15. He was a 
skilled website designer, and was known as “God’s Influencer”. 

If you have not already, please register as soon as you can, and include your 
home address, telephone number and email address in the ‘About You’ tab 
and ask for the newsletter in the ‘Your Church’ tab. It is helpful if you can 
indicate which Mass you normally attend. 

 www.caspar.church/me?ID=56067 

You will need internet access for a security code which will be sent to 
you by email.  (Check junk/spam and set CASPAR not to be treated as 
spam.) 


