
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Not of this World 
In Britain we are still getting used to the idea of a king; most of us 
have lived all out life with a queen, and many still instinctively think 
of Elizabeth as our queen, and have not got used to Queen Camilla. 

It is so easy to think that the ‘Kingship’ which Christ has is 
modelled on our practical understanding of the king we have in our 
country, rather than that secular kingship should be modelled on that 
of Christ. 

The crown that Jesus wears is one of thorns and his throne is a cross. 
In the Kingdom of Christ, our King is a servant, and his rule is 
shown in love and suffering. 

When St Augustine arrived in Kent in the year 597 on his mission 
sent by our patron, St Gregory the Great, he had a crucifix and an 
icon of Christ and came to King Ethelbert in prayer and humility. 
The king recognised their sincerity, and allowed them to set up their 
mission, and eventually he is himself Baptised. Augustine becomes 
the first Archbishop of Canterbury, receiving the pallium (the 
distinctive mark of an archbishop) in 601. 

There is no suggestion that being a subject of the Kingdom of Christ 
was in any way in conflict with being a citizen of the Kingdom of 
Kent, Christ’s Kingdom is not of this world, but a thousand years 
later, in 1601, things were very different. Elizabeth I lay dying, and 
had named James VI, King of Scotland to succeed her. 

Elizabeth had restored the Church of England after the reign of her 
half-sister Mary, and had decreed that all English people must 
belong to her church, of which she was the supreme governor. All 
clergy had to swear loyalty to her, and any who did not were 
therefore traitors, subject to the penalty of death by being hanged, 
drawn and quartered; a singularly cruel death. 

This was the culmination of a process which had begun 8 centuries 
earlier at the time of Charlemagne who recognised that a combined 
loyalty of religion and nationality was a powerful bond, and this 
came into sharp focus when protestant churches broke away from 
the Catholic Church, as they tended to become nationalistic 
churches, and in many cases became the ‘religious department of the 
state’; another part of the Civil Service. 

One obvious manifestation of this is in the appointment of bishops; 
in the Catholic Church bishops are appointed by the Pope; it is King 
Charles, advised by the Prime Minister who will appoint the next 
Archbishop of Canterbury, who, when installed will be obliged to 
swear loyalty to the King Charles and his successors, loyalty to 
Christ the King is assumed! 

We cannot be smug about this; for many centuries the Vatican was a 
Papal Court and behaved in a very similar way to secular royal 
courts, and the present system is less than a hundred years old, when 
secular power was removed from the Church except within the 
Vatican City, while protecting the Vatican from any outside secular 
control. 

Thus what worldly power the Church has is in the area of morality. 
When the church (or her members) behaves in ways which conflict 
with her own moral teaching, it is not only the immediate victims 
that suffer, the whole Church suffers as her moral authority is 
shaken. As a result her ability to give moral leadership is 
dramatically reduced, as we are seeing in the pro-life issues, 
particularly in relation to the debate on assisted suicide. While our 
bishops are leading us and encouraging us to campaign and write to 
our MPs, the popular media are paying little attention to what they 
are saying. It is really up to us to take the lead from our bishops. 

There is no conflict between our national loyalty and our loyalty to 
the Kingdom of Christ unless our secular rulers demand that we are 
disloyal to Christ. That was true for the early Church and remains 
true for us. The early Church had no problem in the Roman Empire 
until Christians were compelled to worship false ‘gods’. 

When Jesus taught us to pray that God’s Kingdom might come and 
his will be done on earth, we need to examine how that prayer is to 
be fulfilled. The Kingdom of God grows as more people come to 
know, love and serve him. Therefore engaging in the mission of the 
Church must be the first way in which we can make real our prayer 
that his Kingdom will come. 

When we pray ‘Thy will be done on earth’, the first response must 
be that we, personally and individually, will do his will. Beyond 
living our personal vocation, which we must do, we do will to keep 
in mind the ‘corporal works of mercy’ listed in the parable of the 
last judgement: to feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, to clothe 
the naked, to give shelter to the homeless, to visit the sick, to visit 
the prisoner and to bury the dead. 

It can sometimes be hard to live up to this goal, and through the 
Sacraments Jesus gives us strength. Therefore regular and frequent 
Communion and use of the Sacrament of Reconciliation give us the 
divine help and support in our Christian life. 

Every time we are at Mass we our pledging our loyalty to the 
Kingdom of Christ and expressing our desire to be fruitful citizens 
of that Kingdom whole remaining citizens of our earthly nation..
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Your Offering to the Parish: Last Week’s collection was £1192.16. Thank you! 

Standing Order gifts to the Parish: Each week £580 is given through standing orders. 
Donations through the Diocese: An average of £90 is given each week. 
Gift Aid benefits to the parish: The value of Gift Aid averages £136 per week. 

Cleaners This Week: The Church is cleaned and sanitised on a regular basis. 

Counters this Week: CC & MS 
 

Readings for this Sunday (New Translation Missals Page 813) 
— see inside for details 

Daniel 7: 13-14:  His sovereignty is an eternal sovereignty. 
Apocalypse 1: 5-8:  Rulers of the kings of the earth…he made us a line of kings, 

priests to serve his God.  
John 18: 33-37: It is you who say that I am a king. 
 

Readings for next Sunday (New Translation Missals Page 63) 
 
 

Jeremiah 33: 14-16; 1 Thessalonians 3: 12-4: 2; Luke 21: 25-28, 34-36. (Page 26) 
 

 

During This Season of  Human Life; Seafarers; Europe; 

Ordinary Time, We are Victims of Persecution or Oppression; 
Asked to Pray For: Christian/Jewish Relations; The Environment. 

Please Pray for the Sick: 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Anniversaries: 
May they Rest in Peace 

Hryhorn Pleskanka Helen Ledwith 
Stefan Kustoszyn Herbert Woolard 
Dmytro Semianiw Roger Salter 
Francis Walker Harry Bosworth 
Conal Carney Dorothy Pallett 
Christopher Paintin Olive Blackiston 
Mary McCallig Patrick Ryan 
Mary Harnett Frederick Barker 
James McNally Tom Fitzgerald 
Joan Dolman Bill Lowden 
Catherine Hewitt Christina Murray 
Anthony Kavanagh Monica Payne 
Elisabeth Kent John Reilly 
Herbert Sellers Francis Mangan 
Maciej Stepen Mary Worby 
Susan Murphy  

 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
FOR DECEMBER 

We pray that this Jubilee Year strengthens our faith, 
helping us to recognise the Risen Christ in our daily 

lives, and that it may transform us into pilgrims of 
Christian hope.

 

24th November 2024 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
King of the Universe 
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CASPAR UPDATES 
Thank you to everyone who has successfully registered with CASPAR; there has been a steady 
increase in the numbers, but is still only a small proportion of our Sunday Mass attendance.  

Apologies to those who have tried to register and have had problems. Any new system will have 
its teething problems, but for any who are having difficulties, Caryll does seem to be able to sort 
them out, so please contact her in the parish office on Monday, Wednesday or Friday mornings or 
by email (address at the top right-hand corner of this page). 

It is being used already for sending newsletters, and in due course the email sending will have to 
come to an end as this relies on a database that we will have to delete.  

CASPAR is still under development, and will have many additional features. One which is already 
in use is the reporting to the diocese of bits of data which used to require form-filling. Now 
CASPAR does it automatically. 

However, it can only be as good as the data it contains, and we will have to stop using our old 
database in January, so please, if you use a computer or a smartphone, sign up as soon as you can. 
You will need internet access for a security code which will be sent to your emails. (Check 
spam!) 

www.caspar.church/me?ID=56067 



Notices of Interest 
Sick List: I will be clearing the Sick List next week.  I have 
had 20+ names given to me to stay on, but please, 
everybody, have a look through it and tell me which names 
should be left and which should be removed! Caryll 
 

Repository: The Repository is open after Sunday Masses for the sale of 
cards & religious goods. 2025 diaries now available. Any queries or 
volunteers to 01604 629103 or Kath.healey.789@gmail.com 
Christmas cards & other items now available in the Foyer. We still need 
some assistance for this busy season, so volunteers would be welcome!  
 

Bible Alive for December is now available - only £3.00! If you wish to 
purchase a copy, they are in the narthex as you come into church. 
 

Northampton Catholic Schools Advent Reflection Service at 
the Cathedral on 4th December at 5pm. Please see poster for details. 
 

Choir Notes: Next Practices are 11-12 on Saturdays: Nov 30th, Dec 7th 
and 14th Alec 
 

St Gregory's Catholic Primary School is seeking a class teacher, 
3 days per week, starting 1 January 2025.  This is a permanent role. For 
more information, please contact the school on 01604 403511or look on 
the MyNewTerm portal. 
 

The rota's for Readers and Extraordinary Ministers has now 
been sent out, covering the period up to the end of February. If you are 
going to be away over the Christmas or New Year period, please inform 
Deacon Michael by text on 07999808997. 
 

Divine Will Prayer Group: The Divine Will prayer group will take 
place via zoom on the first Thursday of every month at 7pm. The 
remaining Thursdays of the month it will be at Our Lady's in Great Billing 
at 7pm. All welcome. First meeting at 7pm on Thurs 21st Nov. Those 
wanting to join the zoom meeting please message Mark on 07724 337196. 
 

Urgent appeal: Unborn babies are being starved, poisoned & torn apart 
by abortion. With the threat of assisted suicide vulnerable people could 
be killed by lethal injection in our local hospital & care homes. Will you 
help to stop this by joining the SPUC? SPUC seeks to reverse the 1967 
Abortion Act & stop the Assisted Suicide Bill becoming law. SPUC 
Northampton has just four members! 3 Catholics & a Russian Orthodox. 
With these moral issues, we should be worrying about finding a venue 
large enough to hold meetings! Help us change this by joining SPUC & 
contact William on wpcurrie@btinternet.com or text to 07393 965 643 

 

Thank you to everyone for supporting Stella Maris, 
through knitting and donation of wool for knitters, 
throughout the year. This year St Gregory’s has 
provided over 200 woolly hats to seafarers 
around the world! The chaplain for Stella Maris in 

Ipswich has recently started putting together Christmas bags for sailors 
and sends his love and gratitude to all.  If you would like to donate any 
wool or interested in knitting, please see the display in the back of the 
church or feel free to contact me.  Bob  
 

Bl. Cyprian Tansi Prayer Group prays together online via Skype and 
by telephone and on the first Saturday of the month, here in the Hall:  
10.00 am-12.00 pm. 
 

Advent On-Line Retreat: On 4 Monday nights 7:30-8:30pm, starting 
25th Nov, Fr John Udris & Avril Baigent will be leading an on-line retreat 
called 'Doorways to Grace'. We explore the 4 Holy Doors of Rome & the 
saints behind them. How we, like them, are being called into a grace filled 
encounter with Jesus in the coming Jubilee Year. To watch the trailer & 
register for the retreat go to https://northamptondiocese.org/doorways/ 
 

The Four Holy Doors: Each of the Major Basilicas; St John Lateran, 
St Peter’s, St Paul outside the Walls and St Mary Major have Holy Doors, 
and each of the Basilicas also has its unique emphasis. St John Lateran is 
the Cathedral of Rome, and houses the Pope’s Cathedra, or bishop’s 
throne. Dedicated to both St John the Baptist and St John the Apostle, it 
is also the place of the main Baptistery of the city. St Peter’s is the burial-
place of the chief of the Apostles, the chief pastor appointed by Christ. St 
Paul’s is the burial-place of the great evangelist, and St Mary’s was built 
to celebrate the formal definition of Our Lady as ‘Mother of God’. 

 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
Baptism Preparation: The next session will be announced here 
shortly. Please note you will need to phone Deacon Michael on 
07999808997 before you attend, to book a place. 
First Holy Communion 2024/5: First Holy Communion 2025 
Registration is now complete, and there is no more space this year. 
Confirmation in 2025: January 5th after the 9am Mass is the 
enrolment date for the next Confirmation. The Confirmation will be on 
Sunday afternoon, September 7th 2025, exact time to be decided. 
 

24-hour Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in honour of the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Sat 7th - Sun 8th 
Dec). There will be Mass at 9.30am at Our Lady’s Shrine, Great 
Billing. This will be followed by Exposition which will continue until the 
usual 9.15am Sunday Mass. Sign-up sheets for the Exposition will be 
available at the back of both churches. 
 

Church Cleaning: Helpers needed to clean the Church on last Sat. every 
month (next - 30th November), after morning Mass. All welcome, 
especially younger, more energetic ones! 
 

Used Stamps: Thank you to all our loyal collectors; we continue to do 
well. I realise that with price rises stamps are getting rarer, but if you 
could continue to save them for the Missions, it would be wonderful! 
Thank you. 
 

Ceili Dancing is ongoing in the Church Hall every Wednesday evening, 
7.30-8.45pm. Everyone welcome to join our friendly group. To find out 
more phone Pat on 07710624921, or just turn up! 
 

Parish Finances: Much the easiest way to support the parish financially 
is through a standing order directly from your own bank account. The 
information required for this is as follows: 
Bank;                 NatWest 
Sort Code;             60-06-11 
Account Number; 46898093  
Account Name;     Northampton Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust 
Payment Ref; Parish Name/Area: (St. Gregory’s, Northampton) 
 

Tots @ St Gregory’s: If you have the care of a baby or pre-school 
child on Tuesday mornings join us in the church hall from 9.30-11.30 - 
charge just £1 for you & any number of children & includes snacks for 
the children & yourself - excellent value for money! We run throughout 
term time. Looking forward to seeing you!  

 

The Bible Society: The Catholic Church has always valued the Bible, 
and for over 100 years successive Popes have encouraged all Catholics to 
read and study the Bible. The Second Vatican Council has underlined this 
emphasis, and since the Council we have shared with Christians of other 
traditions in biblical scholarship. The Bible Society supports all 
Christians in mission and making the Scriptures available in many 
languages and for all people. 
 

Refreshment Donations:  
Below is the schedule for refreshment donations through the year: 

From the first Sunday in Advent 
to the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord:  The Hope Centre 

From the Second Sunday in ordinary time 
to the last Sunday before Ash Wednesday:  Gregory Care 
Through Lent and Eastertide:   CAFOD 
Ordinary Time until the end of August:  Refreshment Fund 
September until the Harvest collection:   CAFOD 

After harvest until the beginning of Advent:  The Bible Society 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer for Peace for Ukraine and the Holy Land 
Please continue to pray for an end to wars, and for all victims of war: 

O God, author and lover of peace,  
to know you is to live, to serve you is to reign. 
Defend against every attack those who cry to you 
so that we, who trust in your protection, 
may not fear the weapons of any foe. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
Amen



Scripture Readings Christ the King, Year B, 24th November 2024 
The Book of Daniel was written about 165 BC. It looks forward 
with certainty to the day of the Lord at the end of history, when the 
kingdom of God will triumph. In this vision the worldly kingdoms 
opposed to God have been portrayed as various beasts. In contrast, 
Jesus and the glorified people of God who will form his kingdom on 
earth, are represented in human form, as “one like a son of man”. 
This became the most characteristic way in which Jesus referred to 
himself, as the one through whom the salvation of God’s people is 
realised. 
The Psalm praises the eternal kingship of the Lord, who triumphs 
over rebellion and chaos. 
The Revelation to John was probably written about 90 AD, during a 
time when Christians were being persecuted. Today we hear John’s 

greeting to the seven churches of Asia, before he criticises them. His 
summary of the Christian faith includes a reference to Daniel’s 
vision. 
The Gospel of John was also probably written near the end of the 1st 
century. It is very different from the other 3 gospels, which are read 
in Ordinary Time over the 3 year cycle. In today’s reading Jesus 
clearly tells Pilate the nature of his kingship, reflecting how much 
the understanding of Jesus had developed over the 60 years since his 
death. 
Psalm Response:    The Lord is king, with majesty enrobed. 
(Daniel 7: 13-14; Psalm 92(93): 1-2.5; Rev 1: 5-8; John 18: 33-37) 
 

 Chris Oliver 
 

Alpha continues this week — Dates and Subjects 

Tenth Session November 26th Why and how should I tell others? Alpha is nearly over for this year, but 
there will be another in the spring Eleventh Session December 3rd What about the Church? 

We need to recruit more helpers; if you are able to help in any way, please contact Daniel Davighi or speak to Fr Andrew. For more 
information and to book please see: https://stgregory.org.uk/alpha  

A Note on the Assisted Suicide bill before Parliament 
Please do not be complacent about the debate in Parliament on assisted 
suicide. Many new Members of Parliament are still seeking to know the 
minds of their constituents, and the supporters of the bill are not being 
slow in telling their stories, many of which are really about the failures 
of bad palliative care. We are blessed with excellent hospice care and 

‘Hospice at Home’ by McMillan and Marie Curie Nurses, and the many 
stories of peaceful death and good end of life care need to be told as 
well. Please write to your MP if you have a good personal story to tell.  

This is your last chance to register your feelings to your MP 
 

Gregory Care 
Thank you for your donations via the giving tree. There are no more 
labels to take, but if you would like to give to the festive food box 
we will ensure that all the food will be given to family who have 
less! 

Please remember the Cathedral New/Nearly New sale at 12 noon 
this Sunday 24th there should be lots of bargains to be had! 

Cllr Koulla Jolley met with some parishioners on Wednesday to 
discuss local issues and Gregory Care has offered to coordinate 
some of these issues with the relevant authorities these mainly cover 
Voi Scooters, fly tipping, drug problems in the alleyways and 

parking around the Abington area. There will be another meeting on 
a Wednesday morning sometime in January with other councillors 
and a police representative. She also spoke to us about the ‘Big 
Conversation’ and working alongside other churches and Shop Zero.  

There will be more information regarding this on the Gregory Care 
notice board soon.  

Gregory Care will have a presence at the Winter Fayre at Abington 
Community Centre 11am to 1:30pm on 30th November we will be 
selling good used toys etc which we have been collecting over the 
past few months in order to raise money for Gregory Care.  

Warm Welcome 
With the news that fuel bills are due to rise from 1st January and a 
marked drop in the temperature this week, this week we are re-
starting the ‘Warm Welcome’ initiative that we ran last year. 

The take-up last year was quite small, and it would be good to be 
able to welcome more people. However, we also need more helpers, 
and if anyone is able to offer time on Monday or Wednesday 
mornings from after Mass until midday, not necessarily every week; 
it would be good to have a rota of helpers. Ideally there should be at 
least two helpers for each session. 

The refreshments on Mondays and Wednesdays have become 
increasingly popular, and grateful thanks must go to Bridget and 
Jehanne; however it is unfair and unrealistic to leave this all to them. 
If you are able, please support this initiative, and invite any friends, 
especially non-Catholics to join us for the refreshments, if not for 
Mass. 

On some Mondays there is live piano music (thanks to Hugh 
Lazarus) and other entertainments would be welcome. Children are 
also welcome, and there are some toys available. 

Next Year is a Holy Year 
In the Catholic Church, the concept of Jubilee or ‘Holy Year’ was 
used to declare special years for forgiveness and reconciliation.  

The first Jubilee was declared by Pope Boniface VIII on 22nd 
February 1300 (Feast of the Chair of St. Peter), to mark the 
beginning of that century.  

More recently a Great Jubilee was declared in 2000 by Pope Saint 
John Paul II to celebrate the new millennium. That Jubilee year 
brought the total number of universal Jubilee years to 28 that so far 
had been celebrated by the Church. 

The 2025 Jubilee, which has the theme of “Pilgrims of Hope” will 
be a year of hope and trust for a world suffering the impacts of war, 
the ongoing impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and the increased 
threats to the climate.  

Intended as a time of conversion and emphasis on God’s mercy and 
forgiveness of sins, Jubilees begin with the opening of the Holy 
Door in St. Peter’s Basilica. While the ‘Roman Pilgrimage’ is 
central to the idea of the Holy Year, the blessings of the celebration 
extend to the whole Church and all who make a pilgrimage of 
prayer. 


