
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Icon of Hope
In order to celebrate and 
commemorate the 
Jubilee Year 2025, 
Pilgrims of Hope, 
CAFOD commissioned 
an icon from artist 
Mulugeta Araya in 
Ethiopia, for the 
Catholic Church in 
England and Wales. 

Ethiopia was chosen 
because of the strong 
tradition of iconography 
within the country and 
to demonstrate that this 
is a global Jubilee – not 
just something that is 
happening in England and Wales. 

Tigray, the region in northern Ethiopia where the artist lives, is 
experiencing armed conflict, which has forced hundreds of 
thousands of people to leave their homes. Increasing droughts, 
irregular rains and poor soil mean many families are struggling to 
get enough to eat. Migrants from Ethiopia represent 8.4% of those 
trying to reach England across the English Channel in small boats. 
(Home Office statistics) Many refugees from Ethiopia are shot on 
sight by border guards in Saudi-Arabia. (Human Rights Watch) 

This is particularly relevant given the Jubilee Year’s focus on those 
struggling with poverty. The challenges of painting an icon in this 
situation inspire us to reflect on the Jubilee text and this icon in a 
new light. 

About the artist 

Mulugeta Araya, 30, is an artist and an engineer who studied at St 
Mary’s College, Wukro, in Ethiopia, which is supported by 
CAFOD. St Mary’s offers vocational training for young people in 
agriculture, IT and accounting as well as the arts. The college also 
takes part in programmes to improve food security, the supply of 
water, and emergency response in the area. 

The scriptural basis of the icon 

The icon interprets Jesus’ teaching of healing and liberation in the 
Synagogue in Luke 4:16-21, which refers to Isaiah 61:1-2. This 
passage is particularly relevant to the Jubilee given its emphasis on 
bringing good news to those who are poor, and liberty to those who 
are captive or oppressed. 

In this passage, Jesus reads from the scroll of Isaiah as follows: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he has 
anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim 
liberty to the captives and 
recovering of sight to the 
blind, to set at liberty those 
who are oppressed, to 
proclaim the year of the 
Lord's favour.” 

As Jesus finishes teaching, 
and rolls the scroll away, he 
declares that he has come to 
fulfil this Scripture. 

The icon’s meaning 

The icon portrays Jesus faithfully in the Northern Ethiopian tradition 
and is consistent with Ethiopian facial expressions and clothing, 
such as the women’s head coverings. (Text and picture from CAFOD) 

Pilgrims of Hope 

The theme of next year’s Holy Year is ‘Pilgrims of Hope’. Hope is 
one of the three theological virtues (Faith, Hope and Charity), and 
while our hope is ultimately fixed on our earthly pilgrimage’s end in 
heaven, yet the exercise of the virtue of charity seeks to offer to 
those who see little hope this side of heaven such help as we are able 
to give. (We are pilgrims on a journey; fellow pilgrims on the road.) 

The Joy of the Gospel 

The Joy that the Christian life gives is not just located in the hope of 
heaven, but also in the joy of the companionship within the 
Christian community. This is not just in human companionship 
within a particular parish; it must extend to our fellow-pilgrims 
whose journey is in a different land, and in many cases, facing far 
more difficulties than we experience. We also wish to share that joy 
with those who do not yet experience it. 

We travel in the hope that Christ gives us; we travel with Our Lady, 
with St Gregory and all the saints; we travel with each other and 
with all our fellow-Christian pilgrims. In charity, we assist our 
fellow-pilgrims with our prayers and with what practical help we 
can give, and we seek to help those who are on a different journey to 
join us, a ‘happy band of pilgrims’ (John Mason Neale), pilgrims of 
hope and joy as, in faith, we make our way towards that place where 
we can enjoy the company of all the saints and join in the eternal 
song of the angels of which we enjoy a foretaste of the eternal 
banquet at every celebration of Mass.  



 

Sunday 
 

25th Sunday 
Of the Year 

9.00 am 
11.00 am 
5.00 pm 

Mass 
Mass 
Mass (Syro Malabar Rite) 

The Parish 
Jude Arthur 

Monday 
St. Pius of 
Pietrelcina 

9.00 am 
 

Mass 
 

Evie O’Connell’s 
Intentions 

Tuesday 
Our Lady of 
Walsingham 

9.00 am 
 

Mass Paula O’Connell’s 
Intentions 

Wednesday 
Feria 

9.00 am 
 

Mass 
 

Dante Davighi 

Thursday 
Feria 

9.00-11am 
7.00 pm 

Holy Hours of Adoration 
Mass 

 
Ann-D Walsh & 
Family 

Friday 
St. Vincent de Paul 

9.00 am Mass 
  

Wilkinson 

Saturday 
Feria 

9.00 am 
 

Mass  
 

Eugine McTagart’s 
Intentions 

Sunday 
26th Sunday 
of the Year 

9.00 am 
11.00 am 
5.00 pm 

Mass 
Mass 
Mass (Syro-Malabar Rite) 

Pat Coleman RIP 
The Parish 

 

Your Offering to the Parish: Last Week’s collection was £370.23. Thank you! 

Standing Order gifts to the Parish: Each week £580 is given through standing orders. 

Donations through the Diocese: An average of £90 is given each week. 
Gift Aid benefits to the parish: The value of Gift Aid averages £136 per week. 

Second Collection Last Week: Evangelii Gaudium. £169.00. Thank you! 

Cleaners This Week: The Church is cleaned and sanitised on a regular basis. 

Counters this Week: CC & MM 
 

Readings for this Sunday 
— see inside for details 

Wisdom 2: 12, 17-20: Let us condemn him to a shameful death. 

James 3: 16-4: 3: Peacemakers, when they work for peace, sow the seeds which 
will bear fruit in holiness.  

Mark 9: 30-37: The Son of Man will be delivered. 
 

Readings for next Sunday  
 

Numbers 11: 25-29; James 5: 1-6; Mark 9: 38-43, 45, 47-48. (Page 76) 
 

 

During This Season of  Human Life; Seafarers; Europe; 

Ordinary Time, We are Victims of Persecution or Oppression; 
Asked to Pray For: Christian/Jewish Relations; The Environment. 

Please Pray for the Sick: 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Anniversaries: 
May they Rest in Peace 

Florence Haggett Henry Labrum 
Bernard Spice Carol Allen 
Sean Green Jozef Grabowski 
Thomas O’Connor Muriel Golding 
William Jackson Joseph Mack 
Percy Hopkins Veronica Attwell 
John Whatton Cheron Kelly 
Edna Perkins Francis Barker 
Martin Cawley Kenneth Howell 
Mercy Branson  Mary Hopkins 
Eileen Bennett David Deeprose 
Rudolf Wloczyw Keith Jones 
William Valentine George Lewis 

 
 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
FOR SEPTEMBER: 

We pray that each one of us will hear and take to 
heart the cry of the Earth and of victims of natural 
disasters and climactic change, and that all will 

undertake to personally care for the world in 
which we live. 

 

22nd September 2024 
Twenty Fifth Sunday 

Of the Year 
Parish Mass Book - Year B 
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22 Park Avenue North 
Northampton. NN3 2HS 
Website: www.stgregory.org.uk 

Priest: 
Fr Andrew Behrens   713015 
E-mail: frandrew.behrens@northamptondiocese.org 
Deacon: 
Rev Michael Fleming   647750 
E-mail: mvf@btinternet.com 
Parish Secretary: 
Caryll Comley  713015 
Email: parish.stgregory@northamptondiocese.org 
Safeguarding representative 
Carol McNeil  07906802615 

The Venerable Ignatius Spencer CP 

. 

Loving Father, your servant,  
Ignatius Spencer 

spent his entire life preaching the love 
shown for us  

in the Passion of Your Son, 
and working tirelessly  

to bring the people of this country  
to know that love.Help us to follow his 

example, 
and show us that you are well pleased with 

his life, 
by granting the favour we now ask through 

his intercession, 
In particular, at this time we pray 

for your blessing on the mission of the 
Church in Northampton. 

Mary, Mother of Holy Hope, Pray for us. 
Amen. 



Notices of Interest 
 

 
 

We welcome into the family of the Church 
Isabelle Antonia Paulet 

who received Christian Baptism recently. 
Please pray for her and her family. 

 
 

Repository: The Repository is open after Sunday Masses for the sale of 
cards and religious goods. 2025 diaries now available. Any queries or 
volunteers to 01604 629103 or Kath.healey.789@gmail.com 
 

Bible Alive for September is now available - only £3.00! If you wish to 
purchase a copy, they are in the narthex as you come into church. 
 

MissioMatters: The autumn magazines have arrived. If you support 
Missio’s work in foreign lands, please collect your copy from the red 
box at the church main entrance. Envelopes have your name on and 
are in alphabetical order of surnames. Alec  
 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
Baptism Preparation: The next session will be on Monday 28th 
October at 7pm in the Sacristy. Please note you will need to phone Deacon 
Michael on 07999808997 before you attend, to book a place. 
First Holy Communion 2024/5: First Holy Communion 2025 
Only 3 weeks to go for our information & registration session.  If you’ve 
got a child in year 3 or up to year 9 make sure you have it in your diary! 
Sunday 8th October after 11am Mass in the hall.  If there is a problem the 
same meeting will be held at Sacred Heart Church after 10:30 Mass on 
Sunday 13th October. 
Confirmation in 2025: January 5th after the 9am Mass is the 
enrolment date for the next Confirmation. The Confirmation will be on 
Sunday afternoon, September 7th 2025, exact time to be decided. 
 

Church Cleaning: Helpers needed to clean the Church on last Sat. every 
month (next – 28th September), after morning Mass. All welcome, 
especially younger, more energetic ones! 
 

Parish Finances: Much the easiest way to support the parish financially 
is through a standing order directly from your own bank account. The 
information required for this is as follows: 
Bank;                 NatWest 
Sort Code;             60-06-11 
Account Number; 46898093  
Account Name;     Northampton Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust 
Payment Ref; Parish Name/Area: (St. Gregory’s, Northampton) 
 

Bl. Cyprian Tansi Prayer Group prays together online via Skype and 
by telephone and on the first Saturday of the month, here in the Hall:  
10.00 am-12.00 pm. 
 

Music to Welcome Michaelmas at St. Aidan’s Church, Kingsthorpe 
Sun 22nd Sept, 3pm. A selection of music by Mozart inc the Sparrow Mass 
sung by Amicorum & accompanied by Kaye Tomkins.  Refreshments and 
a raffle will be available during the interval. Funds raised go towards the 
upkeep of the Church and Parish Room. Tickets £5, available by calling 
01604 714556 or at the door – please see posters for full details. 
 

Retreat Day, Diocesan Shrine, Our Lady’s, Great 
Billing: 28th Sept, 9am-4pm. Evangelisation & the writing of Servant of 
God, Luisa Piccarreta. Day talks by Tony Hickey. Programme starts with 
Rosary at 9am followed by Mass at 9.30am. Please bring a light lunch. 
Light refreshments available: tea, coffee, biscuits & cake. For further info 
please contact Mark: 07724337202 
 

Pilgrimage to Northern France You are invited to join Bishop David 
& Canon John Udris on pilgrimage to Northern France from 15-22 Oct. 
For more details visit: https://northamptondiocese.org/france/ 
 

Tots @ St Gregory’s: If you have the care of a baby or pre-school 
child on Tuesday mornings join us in the church hall. From 9.30-
11.30 - charge just £1 for you & any number of children. This includes 
snacks for the children & yourself - excellent value for money! We 
run throughout term time. Looking forward to seeing you!  
 

Fire Safety: Please be careful with the votive candle stands, and 
especially please ensure that children are safe. Unlit candles must not be 
placed on the trays under the places for candles and candles must not be 
stacked one on top of another. 
 

Escorted Tour to Ireland to include venerating St. Bernadette’s 
Relics.  Sunday 3rd Nov.  £899.00 pps.  Price includes flight, 10kg hold 
luggage, 5 nights in 4* Castlecourt Hotel, Westport with Dinner, Bed & 
Breakfast. Lunch on certain days.  All entertainment, excursions & 
transport included.  Visit St Bernadette’s Relics, Knock Shrine, Galway 
City, Croagh Patrick, Ballintubber Abbey & Fr. Peyton Centre.  Single 
supplement on Enquiry.  Contact Patricia on 01268762278 or 
07740175557 or email knockpilgrimages@gmail.com.  
 

Bethsaida: Are you a leader in your parish? Do you feel called to 
lead? Do you find yourself wishing you had the confidence to take a lead 
with a project in your Parish or Pastoral Area? Do you want to grow in 
your leadership skills? If your answer is yes to any of these we are happy 
to share with you that the Diocese of Northampton is offering the 
opportunity to take part in a year-long leadership training course 
beginning in January 2025, called the Bethsaida Leadership Course. The 
Bethsaida Course will help you to become a leader who is able to make 
effective missionary disciples wherever you are. This course visits these 
5 key principles of leadership that the disciples learnt while in Bethsaida: 
Calling; Character; Charism; Competence; Confidence. 
To find out the answers to all these great questions and to read more 
essential information please head over to the dedicated page we have set 
up on line.  Please also feel free to pass on to anyone who you think would 
benefit from the course so they have the invitation and opportunity. 
https://northamptondiocese.org/catholic-leadership/ 
 

Choir Notes: Next Practices are 11-12 on Saturdays: Oct 12th and Nov 
9th 16th 23rd 30th, Dec 7th and 14th Alec 
 

Training Sessions: (Please note the corrected dates) There 
will be two sessions for each ministry, Ministers of the Eucharist & 
Proclaimers of the Word, & ideally everyone will come to both. The 
first will look at the spirituality of the ministry, the second will focus on 
the practicalities. All the sessions are in the evening, start at 7pm & end 
9pm, but if needed morning sessions can be arranged. The dates are: 
Proclaimers of the Word Ministers of the Eucharist  
Mon 23rd Sept & Mon 30th Sept Wed 25th Sept & Wed 2nd Oct 
 

Refreshment Donations:  
Below is the schedule for refreshment donations through the year: 
From the first Sunday in Advent  
to the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord:  The Hope Centre 
From the Second Sunday in ordinary time  
to the last Sunday before Ash Wednesday:  Gregory Care 
Through Lent and Eastertide:  CAFOD 
Ordinary Time until the end of August:            Refreshment Fund 
September until the Harvest collection:  CAFOD 
After harvest until the beginning of Advent:  The Bible Society 

 

Gregory Care 
Please contact Gregory Care (07434669011)  

if you or anyone you know would benefit from receiving a food parcel, or is in 
material need.  

Delayed new/nearly new clothes sale plus toys and household goods.  
Keep looking; new date to be confirmed 

In aid of The Cathedral Foodstore. 

Prayer for Peace for Ukraine and the Holy Land 
Please continue to pray for an end to wars, and for all victims of war: 

O God, author and lover of peace,  
to know you is to live, to serve you is to reign. 
Defend against every attack those who cry to you 
so that we, who trust in your protection, 
may not fear the weapons of any foe. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
Amen



Scripture Readings 25th Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year B, 22nd September 2024 
Wisdom was the last book of the Old Testament to be written, 
probably in Alexandria about 50 BC. Written in Greek, it is not in 
the Hebrew Scriptures and is therefore treated as apocryphal in non-
Catholic bibles. The wicked are blinded by their thoughts: 
"haphazard were we born", they thought, and we leave no trace 
when we die, "because no-one returns." So "let us enjoy the good 
things that exist" and "oppress the righteous", simply because "he 
annoys us". But Wisdom responds: "God formed man to be 
imperishable; in the image of his own nature". 

The Psalm implores God's help against our enemies, confident that 
he will help. Prayed by David when his hiding place was betrayed to 
Saul. 

James' letter continues emphasising we must show our faith in good 
works, for which we need "wisdom from above". We must "show 

works in the meekness of wisdom", not in "jealousy and selfish 
ambition". "Friendship with the world is enmity with God". 

In the Gospel Jesus uses a quiet moment on the way back from the 
Transfiguration to tell his disciples again that he will be killed and 
"after three days he will rise". But as yet they cannot understand. He 
then insists that his way is to "be last of all and servant of all", 
giving welcome to the least significant, even little children. God's 
wisdom is not the world's wisdom. 

Psalm Response: The Lord upholds my life. 

(Wisdom 2:12,17-20; ; Psalm 53(54); ; James 3:16 - 4:3; Mark 9: 
30-37) 

 Chris Oliver

 

 

Alpha continues this week — Dates and Subjects 

Second Session September 24th Who is Jesus? Alpha is a basic 
introduction to faith in 
God, in Jesus and the 
Holy Spirit. It is not a 
complete teaching 
scheme for the entire 
Christian faith. Bishop 
Barron’s ‘Catholicism’ 
course in the autumn for 
those who have 
completed Alpha.  

Third Session October 1st Why did Jesus die? 
Fourth Session October 8th How can I have faith? 
Fifth Session October 15th Why and how do I pray? 
Sixth Session: October 22nd Why and how should I read the Bible? 
Seventh Session November 5th How does God guide us? 
Eighth Session November 12th Does God heal today? 
Alpha Away-Day November 16th (Saturday) Who is The Holy Spirit? 
Ninth Session November 19th How can I resist evil? 
Tenth Session November 26th Why and how should I tell others? 
Eleventh Session December 3rd What about the Church? 

We need to recruit more helpers; if you are able to help in any way, please contact Daniel Davighi or speak 
to Fr Andrew. For more information and to book please see: https://stgregory.org.uk/alpha  

Chutney Day — A Parish Initiative — Avoid food waste 

Chutney Day is going to be on Wednesday 2nd October. Anyone 
with fruit-trees and a surplus of fruit is invited to bring their produce 
to the church for turning into chutney or jam which then can be sold 
with the proceeds given to CAFOD.  

The chutney will then be on sale the following Sunday, the day of 
the CAFOD Harvest collection, although it is best kept for at least 6 
months before opening and using.  

 The Season of Creation 
This picture is of a double star in the 
constellation of Cygnus the Swan, 
It's the star Albireo which is a giant 
orange star which is orbited by 
smaller blue hot star, the smaller star 
takes around 100,000 years to fully 
orbit its larger companion both stars 
lie at a distance of 400 light years 
from us. The size, distance and times 
are mind-blowing!.Many thanks 
again to Steve Bell for his 

photograph illustrating the wonder of creation 

Proclaimers and Extra-ordinary Ministers 
Two ministries which are important in the life of the Church are the 
ministry of proclaiming the Scriptures during Mass and assisting 
with the distribution of Holy Communion. Both need to be 
undertaken with care and needing training and preparation. 

The training sessions that are advertised are important. Proclaimers 
are more than just readers, and there is a skill in communicating a 
message which goes beyond merely reading words. 

Extra-ordinary (not extraordinary) ministers and not the ordinary 
ministers (clergy), they are extra to the ordinary ministers, and make 
it possible for people to receive the Precious Blood of Jesus, which 
is the invitation he gave at the Last Supper. 

How do we explore the Catholic Faith? 
The Catholicism course starts with the person of Jesus, as seen by 
the Apostles and first disciples. Alpha, on the other hand begins with 
our human experience of everyday life. First Communion 
programmes often start with the experience of attending Mass, and 
what we see and hear. It is also possible to start with creation and 

the person of God; this is where the Bible starts. What is fascinating 
is that wherever we begin, the journey of discovery remains the 
same. It can be described as being like a jig-saw puzzle. Wherever 
you start, the end picture remains the same, The question is not so 
much where to start as when will you start!


