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o The Catholic Parish of
_Saint Gregory the Great *

I\ ol'thampton

“a. “A truly thriving Catholic community /
)| confidently and humbly proclaiming the
/ | Good News of Jesus Christ.” \
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O L|ttIe town of Bethlehem

The earliest known mention of Bethlehem is found in Egyptian
archaeology dating from around 1400 years before the birth of Jesus,
and at a time when the Egyptian Empire controlled most of what we
now call the ‘Middle East’. It was in this era that Joseph was sold by
his brothers into slavery, and later they followed him there to escape
the famine in Canaan. The letter speaks of the village we now call
Bethlehem having been conquered by rebels. It was at the time when
the Egyptian Empire was beginning to weaken; by the time the
Israelite people returned to the Promised Land under Joshua, Egypt
no longer was in control there.

The first mention in the Bible relates to the same era. It is there that
Rachel dies in childbirth to Benjamin; her tomb is still standing. We
will hear more of Rachel on the feast of the Holy Innocents, but that
is a different story.

In terms of the timeline, the next time we come to Bethlehem it is in
the story of Ruth. A man named Elimelech who was from
Bethlehem had moved to Moab, the other side of the Dead Sea,
where he had married Naomi and they had two sons, one of whom
married a local girl, Ruth. Over the following ten years both women
had become widows, and decided to seek the protection of
Elimelech’s family back in Bethlehem. There Ruth meets Boaz, a
local farmer, and marries him. They have a child, Obed, he has a
child, Jesse, and Jesse is the father of David who becomes King.
Importantly, David was not of pure Hebrew ancestry; his great-
grandmother was a Gentile.

One of the ‘Great O Antiphons’ which are used in the week leading
up to Christmas speaks of Jesus as coming from the ‘root of Jesse’.
We think of Jesus as being from ‘David’s Line’, as is the case, but
here it is David’s father rather than David himself that is seen as the
progenitor.

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a
branch from his roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the
Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of

knowledge and the fear of the Lord. And his delight shall be
in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes
see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, but with
righteousness he shall judge the poor. (Isaiah 11:1-4)

In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for
the peoples—of him shall the nations enquire, and his
resting-place shall be glorious. (Isaiah 11:10)

David was King of Israel, but the shoot that grows from the root will
be King of the Universe; King of all peoples and all nations, ‘King
of Kings and Prince of Peace’. (see Isaiah 9:6)

Jesse must have been a successful farmer, and Jewish Rabbinic
tradition holds him in high esteem as a wise man in his old age and
someone who had a deep understanding of the Jewish Law and
explained it to others. He was clearly a well-known person in his
day, judging from the way he is described in 1 Samuel.

While David was a great national leader of the Israelite people, he
was far from perfect in his personal life, and maybe the prophesy
that the Messiah would be a shoot from the ‘root of Jesse’ was to
indicate that the ‘one who was to come’ would not carry the taint of
the sin of David; he would have all the good qualities, but not the
bad.

There are many examples of younger brothers being favoured over
their older siblings. Abel being favoured over Cain, Isaac over
Ishmael, Jacob over Esau and Joseph over his ten older brothers are
examples.

When Rehoboam succeeded Solomon, he fortified Bethlehem which
is described at that time as a ‘city’, but at the return from the exile in
Babylon, the population cannot have been very great — Ezra speaks
of only 123 men returning to Bethlehem.

Today Bethlehem is altogether different, now with the wall
separating it from Jerusalem, and where the remaining Christian
community are facing opposition from both Israeli settlers and
Moslem Palestinians. The remaining Christian community in
Bethlehem need our prayers and support.

CHRISTMAS MASSES

English

Malayalam

UKrainian

Christmas Eve, 5.00 pm: Vigil Mass for
children
Christmas Eve, 11.20 pm: Carol Singing
Christmas Day, Midnight: Mass in the Night
Christmas Day, 9.00 am: Mass of the Dawn
Christmas Day: 11.00 am Mass of the Day
Boxing Day: 10.00 am Mass of St Stephen

Christmas Eve, 8.00 pm: Syro-Malabar Mass
Christmas Day, 4.00 pm: Syro-Malabar Mass

Boxing Day, 3.00 pm: Ukrainian Rite Mass
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Your Offering to the Parish:
Standing Order gifts to the Parish:
Donations through the Diocese:
Gift _Aid benefits to the parish:
Cleaners This Week:

Counters this Week:

Last Week’s collection was £446.99. Thank you!

Each week £580 is given through standing orders.

An average of £90 is given each week.

The value of Gift Aid averages £136 per week.

The Church is cleaned and sanitised on a regular basis.

No Counters this week

Readings for this Sunday:
— see inside for details

Micah 5: 1-4: From you shall come forth one who is to be ruler in Israel.
Hebrews 10: 5-10: Behold, I have come to do your will.
Luke 1: 39-45: Why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should

come to me?

Readings for next Sunday (CTS New Sunday Missal Page 107)

Samuel 1: 20-22, 24-25; John: 3: 1-2, 21-24; Luke 2: 41-52.

During This Season
Of Christmastide, We
Are Asked to Pray For:

Migrants & Refugees; Openness to God’s word,

The Bishop, Clergy and People of the Diocese;

Expectant Mothers.

Website: www.stgregory.org.uk Carol McNeil & 07906802615
Sunday 9.00 am Mass The Parish .
4 s . 11.00 am Mass Esmae Kelehi Please Pray for the Sick:
unday in , .
Advent (Gaudete) ' Ndekwe’s Intentions
4.45 pm Mass (Syro Malabar Rite)
Monday 9.00 am Mass Phoebe Sentence’s
Feria Intentions
Tuesday 9.00 am Mass Helena’s Intentions
. 5.00 pm Mass (for children, families) | Children of the Parish
Christmas Eve 8.00 pm Mass (Syro Malabar Rite)
11.20 pm Carol Service
Wednesday Midnight Mass during the Night Bishop Francis Thomas
. (Page 81)
Christmas Day 9.00 am Mafs St. Gregory’s Clergy
(Page 94) 11.00 am Mass The Parish, Parishioners
& Families
4.00 pm Mass (Syro Malabar Rite)
Thursday 10.00 am Mass Altar Servers
St. Stephen 3.00 pm Ukrainian Rite Mass
Friday 9.00 am Mass Anna Heaphy RIP
St. John
Saturday 9.00 am Mass Nellie Carroll RIP
The Holy Innocents 9.45 am Confessions
Sunday 9.00 am Mass The Parish
The Holy Family of | 11.00 am Mass Edward Hart RIP
Jesus, Mary &
Joseph 4.45 pm Mass (Syro-Malabar Rite)

Anniversaries:
May they Rest in Peace

Thomas Kane

Helena Freeman

Thank you to those who have signed up

We have 137 signed up (on Thursday evening); thank you to them. Of them, only 43 have asked
to receive the newsletter through CASPAR. There are 75 who are receiving the newsletter
from our old database which must end very soon. We remain well short of reaching our target
of 100% signed up! Caryll is able to offer help in the office on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays,
either in person or over the telephone, for any who have difficulties.

Please include your home address, telephone number and email address in the ‘About You’ tab
and ask for the newsletter in the “Your Church’ tab.

The importance of this cannot be over-emphasised; we will be unable to keep any parish database
other than that which is within CASPAR after 1% January except for the official registers of
Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage and Death.

www.caspar.church/me?I1D=56067

You will need internet access for a security code which will be sent to your emails. (Check
junk/spam!)

William Kneeshaw Gerard Tuite
Marina McCarlie Joseph Daly
Michael Walsh Teresa Glibbery
Joan Darby Michael O’Grady
William Coveney Emily Glazebrook
Brian Donnelly Douglas Golding
Thomas Billingham Louisa Percival
Irene Hearne Nancy Ginnelly
Neal Cramphorn Vita Cohen
Doreen Bowers Beatrice Bowers
Joseph Casey Alice King

Joy Tomczyszyn Tony Haynes
Eileen Newbury Bill Condron
Ellen Carroll Antonio Pannese
Grace Johnson John Patton
Rainer Neilson Patrick Pattern
Adela P Cond Josephine Mullally|

Juris Dimpers

Veronica Harrison

Floriano di Blasio

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS

FOR DECEMBER

We pray that this Jubilee Year strengthens
our faith, helping us to recognise the Risen
Christ in our daily lives, and that it may
transform us into pilgrims of Christian hope.

Jean O’Neill
With sorrow we record that Jean O’Neill
died on Thursday evening, 19t
December.
May she rest in peace




Notices of Interest

Flowers for Christmas: The usual envelopes for donations for
Christmas flowers are available in the Narthex.

Repository: The Repository is open after Sunday Masses for the sale of
cards & religious goods. 2025 diaries now available. Any queries or
volunteers to 01604 629103 or Kath.healey.789@gmail.com Christmas
cards & other items now available in the Foyer. We still need some
assistance for this busy season, so volunteers would be welcome!

Parking around St Gregory's: Please take note of the piece about the
parking regulations which was in the newsletter recently. Maintaining
good relations with our neighbours does mean parking legally and
considerately. If you come by car, please give yourself enough time to be
sure of finding a parking place. If you use the car park, please don’t block
the entrance when there are still empty spaces further in, and be careful
of people walking through the parked cars.

New Sunday Missals: The repository has copies of the new Sunday Missal
with the new translation of the Scripture readings at £19.95. There is now the
option of a different edition at £17.50 (with the new readings). There will also
be a new weekday Missal available in the New Year.

Christmas Cards: With the very high cost of postage, you are welcome
to leave Christmas Cards for people who attend St Gregory’s Church on
the table at the back of church. However, PLEASE do not just write the
Christian name on the envelope!

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION

Baptism Preparation: The next session will be announced here
shortly. Please note you will need to phone Deacon Michael on
07999808997 before you attend, to book a place.

First Holy Communion 2024/5: First Holy Communion 2025
Registration is now complete, and there is no more space this year.
Confirmation in 2025: January 5" after the 9am Mass is the
enrolment date for the next Confirmation. The Confirmation will be at
in the afternoon of Sunday September 7 2025, 5.30 pm

Congratulations to St Gregory's parishioners! The level of
donations in support of Missio’s work worldwide has again been
impressive & is, we hope accompanied by prayers for missionary priests,
nuns and others. There are three ways that Missio benefits from our
offerings: (a) donations handed in at church, (b) offerings made directly
to Missio — especially SO’s etc — and (c), where applicable, Gift Aid.
Missio’s financial year coincides with the calendar one. Regarding (a):
£3358 has been banked. This is an increase of 16.4% compared to 2023,
34.5% compared to 2022. Such generosity is staggering in these difficult
times — long may it continue & even increase. I am sure God will bless
you and yours handsomely. Our total over all will be greater than £3358
and we may again top the list of all parishes in the diocese! I am grateful
for the administrative support given by Dorothy, my co-leader, and to Jim
and Clare who distribute envelopes. I do not forget that the foundations
of all we do lie with my predecessors Des and Mary Keohane who had
Paul Sefton, John Brennan and Pru Hill as energetic assistants. Alec

Tots @ St Gregory's: If you have the care of a baby or pre-school
child on Tuesday mornings join us in the church hall from 9.30-11.30 -
charge just £1 for you & any number of children & includes snacks for
the children & yourself - excellent value for money! We run throughout
term time. Looking forward to seeing you!

Church Cleaning: Helpers needed to clean the Church on last Sat. every
month (next — 25" January), after morning Mass. All welcome,
especially younger, more energetic ones!

Ceili Dancing is ongoing in the Church Hall every Wednesday evening,
7.30-8.45pm. Everyone welcome to join our friendly group. To find out
more phone Pat on 07710624921, or just turn up!

Gregory Care: Thank you to everyone who has supported the ‘Giving
Tree’ and the sale last Sunday, and to everyone who brings in toiletries.
All these gifts and your support is very much appreciated.

Bible Alive for January is now available - only £3.00! If you wish to
purchase a copy, they are in the narthex as you come into church.

Choir Notes: Starting at 11:20 pm before Midnight Mass, there will be
a selection of carols partly involving the congregation. This year we are
delighted to include a carol well known to our friends from India: Daivam
pirakkunnu. There will be some carol singing twenty minutes or so before
the Day Mass at 11am. Our Communion Chant will include the Refrain
from the Jubilee Year Hymn, the Year officially starts Christmas Eve!
Next practice: Saturday 8 February 11-12. Alec

Fire Safety: Please be careful with the votive candle stands, and
especially please ensure that children are safe. Unlit candles must not be
placed on the trays under the places for candles and candles must not be
stacked one on top of another.

Second Collections for 2025:

Divine Will Prayer Group: The Divine Will prayer group will take
place via zoom on the first Thursday of every month at 7pm. The
remaining Thursdays of the month it will be at Our Lady's in Great Billing
at 7pm. All welcome. Those wanting to join the zoom meeting please
message Mark on 07724 337196.

26" January Lepra
16" March CAFOD (Family Fast Day 14" March)
18" April Holy Places
1% June World Communications
15" June Day for Life
29" June Peter’s Pence
13" July Stella Maris (Sea Sunday)
21* September Evangelii Gaudium
5™ October CAFOD (Family Fast Day 3" October)
19" October World Mission

Bl. Cyprian Tansi Prayer Group prays together online via Skype and
by telephone and on the first Saturday of the month, here in the Hall:
10.00 am-12.00 pm.

CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS
In Memory of & Thanksgiving For:

Brendan Moen Angela McCrarren

Louie Short Kitty Traynor Audrey O’Connor

James Donnely The Ogbata Family Alive & Deceaced

The Puthus Family Paddy Barry Eve Perkins

Tim Perkins John Perkins Malcolm Allen

Fred Jones Barbara Jones

The Aneke Family, Alive and Deceased

Derek Rumsey

Refreshment Donations: Below is the schedule for refreshment
donations through the year:

From the first Sunday in Advent

to the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord:
From the Second Sunday in ordinary time

The Hope Centre

to the last Sunday before Ash Wednesday: Gregory Care
Through Lent and Eastertide: CAFOD

Ordinary Time until the end of August: Refreshment Fund
September until the Harvest collection: CAFOD

After harvest until the beginning of Advent: The Bible Society

Parish Finances: Much the easiest way to support the parish financially
is through a standing order directly from your own bank account. The
information required for this is as follows:

Bank; NatWest

Sort Code; 60-06-11

Account Number; 46898093

Account Name;  Northampton Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust
Payment Ref; Parish Name/Area: (St. Gregory’s, Northampton)

Prayer for Peace for Ukraine, the Holy Land and all places of strife
Please continue to pray for an end to wars, and for all victims of war

O God, author and lover of peace,
to know you is to live, to serve you is to reign.
Defend against every attack those who cry to you
so that we, who trust in your protection,
may not fear the weapons of any foe.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.




Scripture Readings Fourth Sunday of Advent, Year C, 22" December 2024

Micah was prophesying in Judea around 720 BC. The rich were
defrauding the poor, and prophets even misleading the people by
assuring them that all was well. Which is what people wanted to
hear. No, said Micah: “Zion shall be ploughed as a field” (3:10) —
utterly destroyed, as happened in the exile in 586 BC. But a remnant
would survive, and a ruler would come from Bethlehem, David’s
birthplace. When “she who is to give birth gives birth”, the mother
of the Immanuel, then the remnant will come back to the Lord.

The Psalm pleads that the Lord's help come soon, as Israel is being
hard pressed by its enemies.

Hebrews continues to explain the differences between Christ’s
sacrifice and animal and food sacrifices offered in the Temple: these
had to be repeated again and again, because they did not bring

forgiveness of sin. Only Christ’s sacrifice could remit sins: it is the
fulfilment of God’s will, rather than the holocausts he does not want.
Jesus is seen as explicitly offering himself, so that not only are our
sins forgiven but we may be made holy.

The Gospel begins the Christmas story with Mary’s visit to
Elizabeth, soon to give birth to the last of the Old Testament
prophets.

Psalm Response:  God of hosts, bring us back; let your face
shine on us and we shall be saved.

(Micah 5: 1-4; Ps 79(80); Hebrews 10: 5-10; Luke 1: 39-44)
Chris Oliver

The Census at Bethlehem (1566) by Pieter Bruegel the Elder
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Warm Welcome

_With the news that fuel bills are due to rise from 1¥ January and a
marked drop in the temperature this week, this week we are re-
starting the ‘Warm Welcome’ initiative that we ran last year.

The take-up last year was quite small, and it would be good to be
able to welcome more people. However, we also need more helpers,
and if anyone is able to offer time on Monday or Wednesday
mornings from after Mass until midday, not necessarily every week;
it would be good to have a rota of helpers. Ideally there should be at
least two helpers for each session.

The refreshments on Mondays and Wednesdays have become
increasingly popular, and grateful thanks must go to Bridget and
Jehanne; however it is unfair and unrealistic to leave this all to them.
If you are able, please support this initiative, and invite any friends,
especially non-Catholics to join us for the refreshments, if not for
Mass.

On some Mondays there is live piano music (thanks to Hugh

Lazarus) and other entertainments would be welcome. Children are
also welcome, and there are some toys available.

Chant used for the Communlon procession at 11.00
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