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The title of this piece is a quotation from the preface for Advent; the
response to our acclamation that ‘it is right and just’ to ‘give thanks

to the Lord our God’, and which leads us into the song of the angels
in heaven: ‘Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts’.

The full passage is:
“When he comes again in glory and majesty and all is at
last made manifest, we who watch for that day may
inherit the great promise in which now we dare to hope.”

This hope is in Christ’s second coming, and it is this that is the
theme of all the Scripture readings for today, the first Sunday of
Advent; the season of preparation for the celebration of Christmas.

Preparation for Christmas in the secular mind has become a
shopping spree and very much an immediate panic for something
that will be over in a month’s time, but the Church is asking us to
take the long view; not of the events of the next month, but to the
end of time itself.

John Betjeman, in his poem ‘Christmas’, written in 1954, after a

description of domestic and retail Christmas preparations, continues:

And is it true? And is it true,

This most tremendous tale of all,
Seen in a stained-glass window's hue,
A Baby in an ox's stall ?

The Maker of the stars and sea
Become a Child on earth for me ?

And is it true? For if it is,

No loving fingers tying strings
Around those tissued fripperies,

The sweet and silly Christmas things,
Bath salts and inexpensive scent
And hideous tie so kindly meant,

No love that in a family dwells,

No carolling in frosty air,

Nor all the steeple-shaking bells
Can with this single Truth compare -
That God was man in Palestine

And lives today in Bread and Wine.

The poem contrasts the (comparative) unimportance of our secular
celebration with the earth-changing importance of the religious
meaning of the incarnation, and the final line speaks to us of the
continuing reality of the “Word made flesh’ now made ‘Bread and
Wine’ for us in the Eucharist.

Now we dare to hope

Jesus was not ‘passing through’ at his incarnation. His enduring
presence is ensured in the Sacramental life, and made visible in the
life of the Spirit in the faithful. However, this is not the end-point.
Christ will come again, and it is to this expectation and truth that we
are directed today.

At Christmas this year the Holy Door at St Peter’s Basilica in Rome
will be opened inaugurating the 2025 Holy Year, with the theme of
‘Pilgrims of Hope’. This represents an understanding of the words in
today’s Gospel:

“Straighten up and raise your heads, because your

redemption is drawing near” (Luke 21:28)

This is somewhat in contrast with the mediaeval emphasis which
struck a different tone, expressed in the hymn which used to be in
the requiem Mass, ‘Dies Irae’, translated as ‘Day of wrath and doom
impending”. It is a plea for mercy, acknowledging human
sinfulness, which is right, but, as the Vatican said at the time,
“overemphasised judgment, fear, and despair. These they replaced
with texts urging Christian hope and arguably giving more effective
expression to faith in the resurrection.” (Archbishop Bugnini, 1990)

The psalm for today’s Mass expresses this beautifully with the
response: “To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul”, which takes us back
to the introduction to the preface: “Lift up your hearts”

Oscar Wilde, who was received into the Catholic Church on his
death-bed, had already written of this in a poem which was
published posthumously:
Olive-groves, or silver-breasted dove,
Teach me more clearly of Thy life and love
Than terrors of red flame and thundering.
(Sonnet on hearing the Dies Irce sung in the Sistine Chapel)

Through the coming Holy Year we will be invited to think about our
Christian Hope; a virtue which way-exceeds a hope for good
weather or even our hope for world peace and goodwill. Hope exists
as a virtue alongside Faith and Love. An old hymn speaks of these
virtues says:

Faith and hope and love we see

joining hand in hand agree;

but the greatest of the three,

and the best, is love.

(Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost, by Christopher Wordsworth)

Our life of faith and acts of love give us the basis of our hope in
eternal life and a judgement of mercy. It is by acts of love springing
from our faith that is the best preparation for Christ’s second
coming, for which we wait in joyful hope.



Priest:

Your Offering to the Parish:
Standing Order gifts to the Parish:
Donations through the Diocese:
Gift Aid benefits to the parish:
Cleaners This Week:

Counters this Week:

Last Week’s collection was £615.31. Thank you!
Each week £580 is given through standing orders.

An average of £90 is given each week.

The value of Gift Aid averages £136 per week.

The Church is cleaned and sanitised on a regular basis.
CC & MM

Readings for this Sunday (New Translation Missals Page 63)
— see inside for details
1 will make a virtuous Branch grow for David.

Jeremiah 33: 14-16:
1 Thessalonians 3: 12-4: 2: May the Lord confirm your hearts in holiness when Christ
comes.

Luke 21: 25-28, 34-36:
Readings for next Sunday (New Translation Missals Page 67)

Your liberation is near at hand.

Baruch 5: 1-9; Philippians 1: 4-6, 8-11; Luke 3: 1-6. (Page 28)

During This Season
Of Advent, We are
Asked to Pray For:

Migrants & Refugees; Openness to God’s word;

The Bishop, Clergy and People of the Diocese;

Expectant Mothers.

Fr Andrew Behrens @& 713015
151' December‘ 2024 E-mail: frandrew.behrens@northamptondiocese.org
Deacon:
Firs-'- Sunday in Adven1' Rev Michael Fleming @ 647750
E-mail: mvf@btinternet.com
H - Parish Secretary:
o SN | Parish Mass Book - Year C il & 713015
ark Avenue No| Email: parish.stgregory@northamptondiocese.org
Northampton. NN3 2HS Page 26 Safeguarding representative
Website: www.stgregory.org.uk Carol McNeil & 07906802615
Sunday 9.00 am Mass The Parish Please Pr!ay for fhe Sick:
o . 11.00 am Mass Marie Azedo’s
1 Sunday in .
Advent Intentions
4.45 pm Mass (Syro Malabar Rite)
Monday 9.00 am Mass Barbara & Bartley
Feria Cloherty RIP
Tuesday 9.00 am Mass Ann Joyce & Family’s
St. Francis Xavier Intentions
Wednesday 9.00 am Mass Connie Unsworth RIP
Feria
Thursday 9.00-11am Holy Hours of Adoration
Feria 7.00 pm Mass Michael Ramsden
Friday 9.00 am Mass Tony Hines RIP
Feria
Saturday 9.00 am Mass Marcelle Brown &
St. Ambrose 5.00 pm Mass (Ukrainian Rite) Family’s Intentions
Sunday 9.00 am Mass The Parish
d . 11.00 am Mass Joe Mcllvenny RIP &
2" Sunday in Family
Advent 1.30 pm Mass in Shona
4.45 pm Mass (Syro-Malabar Rite)

Anniversaries:

GRADUALLY MORE PEOPLE ARE JOINING CASPAR

Last week a further 6 new people logged in to CASPAR, making a total of 78. In the previous two
weeks 3 people joined each week, and before that only 2 people each week, so maybe the snowball
is starting to roll!

Apologies to those who have tried to register and have had problems. Any new system will have
its teething problems, but for any who are having difficulties, Caryll does seem to be able to sort
them out, so please contact her in the parish office on Monday, Wednesday or Friday mornings or
by email (address at the top right-hand corner of this page).

www.caspar.church/me?1D=56067

It is being used already for sending newsletters, and in due course the email sending will have to
come to an end as this relies on a database that we will have to delete. This is really important; it
will be the ONLY DATABASE the parish will have of names and addresses. We need
EVERYONE who comes to Mass here regularly to be signed up. Please remember, the important
characteristic of the database is that YOU control your entry and data, not the parish.

However, it can only be as good as the data it contains, and we will have to stop using our old
database in January, so please, if you use a computer or a smartphone, sign up as soon as you can.
You will need internet access for a security code which will be sent to your emails. (Check
spam!)

May they Rest in Peace
Robert Pope Bridget Connolly
Nora Runton Jozsef Demeter
Edgar Dawson Margaret Behan
Florence McKeown John Devini
Elizabeth Nagle Carmela Perrina
Linda Hall Michael Brennan
Gertrude Browne John Cregan
Patrick Prendergast Sean Walsh
Geoffrey Cumberpatch| William Lack
Joseph O’Connell Dtefan Tymkiw
Alphonso Bryan Teresa Becker
Margaret Thompson | Martha Kelly
Edith Philpot Alan Newbery
Ellen Hancock Charles Ford
Johnnie Green Ann Bassi
Mary Gray William Windram
Helen Penny Peter Sweeney
Florence Bradley Stefan Szehta
Nora Walsh

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS

FOR DECEMBER

We pray that this Jubilee Year strengthens
our faith, helping us to recognise the Risen
Christ in our daily lives, and that it may
transform us into pilgrims of Christian hope.




Notices of Interest

Repository: The Repository is open after Sunday Masses for the sale of
cards & religious goods. 2025 diaries now available. Any queries or

volunteers to 01604 629103 or Kath.healey.789@gmail.com

Christmas cards & other items now available in the Foyer. We still need
some assistance for this busy season, so volunteers would be welcome!

New Sunday Missals: The repository has copies of the new Sunday Missal
with the new translation of the Scripture readings at £19.95. This will be very
useful for those who proclaim the Scriptures at Sunday Mass so that they can
prepare at home before coming to church. There will also be a new weekday
Missal available in the New Year.

Christmas Carolling: Would you like to spread some Christmas cheer?
You are warmly invited to join choir members in singing carols at
Nazareth House on Thursday 12th December, starting at 11am. If you
would like to join in please make yourself known to Ro or Alec on the
organ bench after mass for more information. We would love you to come
along!

Northampton Catholic Schools Advent Reflection Service at
the Cathedral on 4" December at 5pm. Please see poster for details.

Mass at Northampton General Hospital will be celebrated on Tuesday
of'this week at 12.30 pm in the hospital; chapel. Staff, patients and visitors
are welcome.

A Service of 9 Lessons and Carols will be celebrated by students
of Weston Favell Academy at St Gregory’s Church on Wednesday 18"
December at 6.00 pm. All are welcome.

Gregory Care: After the two Masses this Sunday there will be some
clothes and toys &c on offer, for anything you can afford. Donations for
Gregory Care.

Bible Alive for December is now available - only £3.00! If you wish to
purchase a copy, they are in the narthex as you come into church.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION

Baptism Preparation: The next session will be announced here
shortly. Please note you will need to phone Deacon Michael on
07999808997 before you attend, to book a place.

First Holy Communion 2024/5: First Holy Communion 2025
Registration is now complete, and there is no more space this year.
Confirmation in 2025: January 5" after the 9am Mass is the

Choir Notes: Next Practices are 11-12 on Saturdays: Dec 7" and 14"
Alec

enrolment date for the next Confirmation. The Confirmation will be on
Sunday afternoon, September 7 2025, exact time to be decided.

St Gregory's Catholic Primary School is seeking a class teacher,
3 days per week, starting 1 January 2025. This is a permanent role. For
more information, please contact the school on 01604 40351 1or look on
the MyNewTerm portal.

Divine Will Prayer Group: The Divine Will prayer group will take
place via zoom on the first Thursday of every month at 7pm. The
remaining Thursdays of the month it will be at Our Lady's in Great Billing
at 7pm. All welcome. Those wanting to join the zoom meeting please
message Mark on 07724 337196.

24-hour Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in honour of the
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Sat 7" - Sun 8™
Dec). There will be Mass at 9.30am at Our Lady’s Shrine, Great
Billing. This will be followed by Exposition which will continue until the
usual 9.15am Sunday Mass. Sign-up sheets for the Exposition will be
available at the back of both churches.

Urgent appeal: Unborn babies are being starved, poisoned & torn apart
by abortion. With the threat of assisted suicide vulnerable people could
be killed by lethal injection in our local hospital & care homes. Will you
help to stop this by joining the SPUC? SPUC seeks to reverse the 1967
Abortion Act & stop the Assisted Suicide Bill becoming law. SPUC
Northampton has just four members! 3 Catholics & a Russian Orthodox.
With these moral issues, we should be worrying about finding a venue
large enough to hold meetings! Help us change this by joining SPUC &
contact William on wpcurrie@btinternet.com or text to 07393 965 643

The rota's for Readers and Extraordinary Ministers has now
been sent out, covering the period up to the end of February. If you are
going to be away over the Christmas or New Year period, please inform
Deacon Michael by text on 07999808997.

Church Cleaning: Helpers needed to clean the Church on last Sat. every
month (next — 21% December for Christmas), after morning Mass. All
welcome, especially younger, more energetic ones!

Ceili Dancing is ongoing in the Church Hall every Wednesday evening,
7.30-8.45pm. Everyone welcome to join our friendly group. To find out
more phone Pat on 07710624921, or just turn up!

Thank you to everyone for supporting Stella Maris,
through knitting and donation of wool for knitters,
throughout the year. This year St Gregory’s has
provided over 200 woolly hats to seafarers
around the world! The chaplain for Stella Maris in
Ipswich has recently started putting together Christmas bags for sailors
and sends his love and gratitude to all. If you would like to donate any
wool or interested in knitting, please see the display in the back of the
church or feel free to contact me. Bob

Parish Finances: Much the easiest way to support the parish financially
is through a standing order directly from your own bank account. The
information required for this is as follows:

Bank; NatWest

Sort Code; 60-06-11

Account Number; 46898093

Account Name;  Northampton Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust
Payment Ref; Parish Name/Area: (St. Gregory’s, Northampton)

Bl. Cyprian Tansi Prayer Group prays together online via Skype and
by telephone and on the first Saturday of the month, here in the Hall:
10.00 am-12.00 pm.

Tots @ St Gregory's: If you have the care of a baby or pre-school
child on Tuesday mornings join us in the church hall from 9.30-11.30 -
charge just £1 for you & any number of children & includes snacks for
the children & yourself - excellent value for money! We run throughout
term time. Looking forward to seeing you!

Advent On-Line Retreat: On 4 Monday nights 7:30-8:30pm, starting
25" Nov, Fr John Udris & Avril Baigent will be leading an on-line retreat
called 'Doorways to Grace'. We explore the 4 Holy Doors of Rome & the
saints behind them. How we, like them, are being called into a grace filled
encounter with Jesus in the coming Jubilee Year. To watch the trailer &

register for the retreat go to https://northamptondiocese.org/doorways/

CAFOD World Gifts: Please have a look at the leaflets placed around
the Church about CAFOD World Gifts — such a worthwhile cause and a
wonderful gift for someone this Christmas! To order, just visit
cafod.org.uk/worldgifts, call 0808 1400014 or use the order form inside
the leaflet.

The Four Holy Doors: Each of the Major Basilicas; St John Lateran,
St Peter’s, St Paul outside the Walls and St Mary Major have Holy Doors,
and each of the Basilicas also has its unique emphasis. St John Lateran is
the Cathedral of Rome, and houses the Pope’s Cathedra, or bishop’s
throne. Dedicated to both St John the Baptist and St John the Apostle, it
is also the place of the main Baptistery of the city. St Peter’s is the burial-
place of the chief of the Apostles, the chief pastor appointed by Christ. St
Paul’s is the burial-place of the great evangelist, and St Mary’s was built
to celebrate the formal definition of Our Lady as ‘Mother of God’.

Refreshment Donations:
Below is the schedule for refreshment donations through the year:

From the first Sunday in Advent
to the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord: The Hope Centre

From the Second Sunday in ordinary time

to the last Sunday before Ash Wednesday: Gregory Care
Through Lent and Eastertide: CAFOD

Ordinary Time until the end of August: Refreshment Fund
September until the Harvest collection: CAFOD

After harvest until the beginning of Advent: The Bible Society




Scripture Readings First Sunday of Advent, Year C, 1% December 2024

A few weeks ago we heard Jeremiah promising the deliverance of
his people. This week he describes how this hope will be realised,
even though Jerusalem and the Temple had been destroyed. A
descendant of David will bring honesty, integrity and security to
Israel.

Jeremiah’s complex writings changed Jewish expectations from a
single Day of Judgement to a gradual process: an initial time of
suffering, then an in-between period. This was identified by early
Christians as now, after Christ’s death had inaugurated the New
Covenant, while we await the promised completion in Christ’s
second coming.

These rather mild verses from the Psalm fail to show its directness:
"In your kindness, recall me — You".

The earliest New Testament writing, Paul wrote this first letter to the
Thessalonians from Corinth, probably in 51 AD, where Timothy had
brought news of the Thessalonian church’s progress. Paul prays that
the Lord should increase their love for one another, exhorting them
to show this love by leading moral lives.

We are starting the year of Luke, but the gospel for the beginning of
Advent is from the end of Jesus’ ministry, where he warns us to be
ready for the end times. Every one of us faces an end time, and we
must live our lives as if it comes today.

Psalm Response:

(Jeremiah 33:14-16; Ps 24(25); 1 Thess 3:12 - 4:2; Luke 21:25-28,
34-36)

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

Chris Oliver

Alpha ends this week — What about the Church?

We need to recruit more helpers; if you are able to help in any way, please contact Daniel Davighi or speak to Fr Andrew. For more
information and to book please see: https://stgregory.org.uk/alpha

Parking around St Gregory’s Church

This is a brief guide to parking on the roads near the church and is
taken from the Highway Code and West Northants Council
website. It is not a comprehensive guide to parking legislation and
while every care has been taken to ensure accuracy neither the
church, diocese or the author can be held responsible for any errors
or omissions. Parking incorrectly may result in a Penalty Charge
Notice (PCN) or “Parking Ticket”.

x You must not park or wait on yellow lines (Exceptions may
be given to Blue Badge holders).

x Vehicles should be parked at least 10 metres (32 feet) from a
junction.

x On the road stop as close to the side as you can. Do not park

facing against the traffic flow. At night you MUST NOT
park facing against the direction of traffic — nightfall may
occur some time after you have parked.

x Do not stop too close to a vehicle displaying a Blue Badge.

x You must not leave your vehicle in a dangerous position
where it causes any unnecessary obstruction of the road.

x You must not park in front of an entrance to a property or the

entrance to alleyways in the area. You must not park on the
pavement even if you have only one or two wheels on the
pavement..

x Take care when opening the car door to avoid causing injury
to cyclists, motor cyclists or pedestrians. It is safer for
passengers (especially children) to get out of the vehicle on
the side next to the kerb. Keep all valuables left in the car
out of sight.

x You should not park across a dropped kerb unless you have

permission from the property owner. This includes the

church car park entrance. If any part of your vehicle
overhangs a dropped kerb and obstructs the property owner’s
driveway or entrance, you may receive a PCN.

It is not illegal to reverse into a main road [e.g. when

reversing out of the church car park] but it is not advisable

for safety reasons.

A disabled parking sign outside a house and with a single

white road marking is an advisory sign that indicates a

parking space is reserved for disabled people [usually the

resident Blue Badge holder]. While it can be helpful, it’s not
legally enforceable and other Blue Badge holders can use the
space. The sign and line are advisory only and cannot be
enforced by Highway Authority personnel or police. This
means the sign and line will be ineffective if not respected by
other motorists.

x

Warm Welcome

With the news that fuel bills are due to rise from 1* January and a
marked drop in the temperature this week, this week we are re-
starting the ‘Warm Welcome’ initiative that we ran last year.

The take-up last year was quite small, and it would be good to be
able to welcome more people. However, we also need more helpers,
and if anyone is able to offer time on Monday or Wednesday
mornings from after Mass until midday, not necessarily every week;
it would be good to have a rota of helpers. Ideally there should be at
least two helpers for each session.

The refreshments on Mondays and Wednesdays have become
increasingly popular, and grateful thanks must go to Bridget and
Jehanne; however it is unfair and unrealistic to leave this all to them.
If you are able, please support this initiative, and invite any friends,
especially non-Catholics to join us for the refreshments, if not for
Mass.

On some Mondays there is live piano music (thanks to Hugh

Lazarus) and other entertainments would be welcome. Children are
also welcome, and there are some toys available.

Prayer for Peace for Ukraine and the Holy Land

Please continue to pray for an end to wars, and for all victims of war
O God, author and lover of peace,
to know you is to live, to serve you is to reign.
Defend against every attack those who cry to you
so that we, who trust in your protection,
may not fear the weapons of any foe.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

Holy Year, 2025

Can we, all of us, be asking God to show us what we can,
individually or collectively, do to make this coming year, truly

HOLY




