“Our diocese consists of priests, deacons, religious sisters and
brothers and lay people of all ages.
We are called together to participate in our mission of sharing the
Gospel of Jesus and building the Kingdom of God.”
(From the Diocesan Website)
We were invited during the 40 Hours of prayer to ask God to
show us how we could be involved in the mission of sharing the
Gospel of Jesus and building the Kingdom of God. Our own
parish vision is that we are confidently and humbly proclaiming
the Good News of Jesus Christ.
We were invited to recognise the gifts that God has given us —
our own personal gifts from him, and then ask him how we
could use those gifts in the service of the Gospel.
We were also invited to recognise the particular needs that the
church had locally, and specifically, within our own parish.
This Sunday we have the special collection for Home Missions,
and that reminds us that there are financial implications in our
mission. It is, of course, easy to put some money in a collection
bag, and it is good to make a contribution in that way, but God
asks more than just that.
Last week the newsletter carries a fairly large list of jobs that are
being done, or need to be done. This week, there is a more
immediate appeal for a number of more urgent requests.
Some of these relate directly to the missionary activity of the
parish, others to pastoral care and to our liturgy.
For some of these activities it is required that those who
undertake them have DBS clearance. This is a national
requirement, and must be obeyed. The process can seem to be a
little complicated, but the checks are important. It can also take a
few weeks, so if anyone is considering any job requiring DBS, it
is good to apply quickly.
Eucharistic Ministry to the Sick
This is a very important ministry of the Church. In the earliest
account of the celebration of Mass written after the Acts of the
Apostles, St Justin Martyr relates that after the people at Mass
have received Communion, the Eucharist is then taken to those
who have not been able to be present.
Two people are needed to take Holy Communion to the sick,
except in the case of someone taking Communion to a person in
their own household. Only one of them needs to be a Eucharistic
Minister, but both need DBS clearance.

There is a very small team of people taking Holy Communion to
the housebound, and sadly, a growing number of those who
would benefit from this ministry. Just this week, one of the
Eucharistic Ministers has herself become ill (you will see the
name of Barbara Murray on the list of those for whom prayers
are asked — please pray for her).
This work is co-ordinated by Maureen Salter; speak to her or one
of the clergy if you believe that God is calling you to the
ministry.
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
It is good to be able to offer this liturgy again. There need to be
two leaders for every session, and there needs to be a team so
that the same people are not doing it every week. It also requires
DBS clearance.
Helen Furniss co-ordinates this; speak to her or one of the clergy
if you believe that God is calling you to the ministry.
Alpha Kitchen Staff
We have a Chef de Cuisine and a Sous Chef, but have urgent
vacancies for Commis Chefs, Escueleries and Aboyeurs. (That’s
washers-up and servers, but sounds better!). Alpha starts this
Tuesday, and the kitchen staff start in the afternoons. Alpha runs
for 11 weeks, but ideally there should be teams of people so that
no one needs to be committed to every week in the kitchen.
Alpha is the primary evangelistic activity of the parish. On this
Sunday when we are particularly thinking about Home Missions
(that is, mission in our own country, as opposed to foreign
missions which we support through Missio) please consider
being part of this project which is bearing fruit already, here and
throughout the world.
The good news is that working with Alpha does not require DBS
clearance, and is open to everyone. Catherine Mulligan coordinates the kitchen work for Alpha, please speak to her or one
of the clergy if you can help, even if not every week.
These are urgent needs, but not the only ones. Please keep
asking God to point you to what he wants you to do
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Sunday

9.00 am
11.00 am
12.00 pm
5.00 pm

Mass
Mass
Mass
Mass (Syro-Malabar Rite)

Ian & Tina Kennedy
The Parish
Peter Meehan RIP

9.00 am
11.00 am

Mass
Funeral Service

Rodney Brewer RIP
Mavis Williams RIP

Tuesday
St. Matthew

9.00 am

Mass

Tom Moran RIP

Wednesday
Feria

9.00 am

Mass

Pru Hill RIP

Thursday
St. Pio of Pietrelcina

9 - 10am
7.00 pm

Holy Hour of Adoration
Mass

Holly Devenney RIP

Friday
Our Lady of
Walsingham

9.00 am

Mass

Margaret Hogan RIP

Saturday
Feria

9.00 am

Mass

John O’Donnell RIP

Sunday

9.00 am
11.00 am
12.00 pm
5.00 pm

Mass
Mass
Mass
Mass (Syro-Malabar Rite)

Dante Davighi
The Parish

25th Sunday
Of the Year
Monday
SS Andrew Kim Tae-gon,
Paul Chong Ha-Sang &
Cmpns

26th

Sunday
Of the Year

Priest:
Fr Andrew Behrens
 713015
E-mail: priest@stgregory.org.uk
Deacon:
Rev Michael Fleming
 647750
E-mail: mvf@btinternet.com
Pastoral Assistant:
Maria Heath
E-mail: maria.heath@yahoo.co.uk
Safeguarding representative
Carol McNeil
 621807

Please pray for the sick:

Normal opening times: Due to the relaxation in restrictions, the Church will be open every day from 8.45 am until
5.00 pm, except on Thursdays when it remains open until 7.45 pm
Your Offering to the Parish:
Standing Order gifts to the Parish:
Donations through the Diocese:
Gift Aid benefits to the parish:
Second Collection This Week:
Cleaners This Week:
Counters This Week:
Wisdom 2: 12, 17-20:
James 3: 16-4: 3:
Mark 9: 30-37:

Last Sunday's collection was £207.42. Thank you!
Each week £486 is given through standing orders.
An average of £77 is given each week.
The value of Gift Aid averages £88 per week
Home Mission
The Church is cleaned and sanitised daily by the stewards.
CC & LA.

Readings for this Sunday
Let us condemn him to a shameful death.
Peacemakers, when they work for peace, sow the seeds which will
bear fruit in holiness.
The Son of Man will be delivered.

Readings for next Sunday
Numbers 11: 25-29; James 5: 1-6; Mark 9: 38-43, 45, 47-48. (Page 76)
During this season
Of Ordinary Time, autumn,
We are asked to pray for:

The Environment; Teachers & pupils;
The Spread of the Gospel; The Harvest; Young People;
Prisoners & their Families; Victims of War.

COVID precautions continuing
With the ending of legal restrictions, there are some who feel confident, and there are others who are still
cautious, particularly those who are themselves or have family members with medical conditions which
make them vulnerable. The principle that we should adopt is that we need to take the precautions that we
feel to be appropriate, & understand that others may be either more or less cautious than we are. The reality
is that the infection is still rampant, & the numbers of infected people in Northampton is considerable. We
must act responsibly. This means not just looking after our own health & well-being, but also acting in a
way that protects others. Whatever anyone may feel for themselves, we must all think of others, & therefore
it is prudent to continue the precautions that we are taking in the church, which will last into the foreseeable
future. Social distancing in Church, mask-wearing, hand sanitising & the daily cleaning of the church must
also continue. Singing from behind masks is allowed, but the use of hymn-books is still not recommended.
The additional 12pm Mass continues while we keep social distancing, & good warning will be given about
when this will end. The toilets can be used if necessary, but please will users apply sanitiser as necessary.
Please get in touch with Gregory Care (07434 669011) if you or anyone you know would benefit from
receiving a food parcel.

Anniversaries:
May they Rest in Peace
John Rand
Hugh Talbot-Graham
Rodney Brewer
Thomas Sheridan
Eileen Coghlan
Bernard Browne
Geraldine Blay
Adelaide Scanlon
James O’Connor
Bridget O’Keeffe
Peter Ryan
William Costello
Florence Haggett
Henry Labrum
Bernard Spice
Thomas O’Connor
Sean Green
Jozef Grabowski
Carol Allen
Muriel Golding
William Jackson
Joseph Mack
Percy Hopkins
Veronica Attwell
John Whatton
Cheron Kelly
Edna Perkins
Francis Barker
Martin Cawley
Kenneth Howell
POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR
SEPTEMBER
That we will make courageous choices for a simple
& environmentally sustainable lifestyle, rejoicing in
young people who are committed to this.

An act of Spiritual Communion
I prostrate myself at your feet, O my Jesus,
and I offer you the repentance of my heart,
which abases itself in its nothingness
and in your Holy Presence.
I adore You in the Sacrament of your Love;
I desire to receive You in the poor abode
that my heart offers You.
While awaiting the happiness of Sacramental
Communion, I wish to possess you in spirit.
Come to me, O my Jesus, that I may come to
You. May your Love inflame my whole being
in life and in death.
Jesus, I believe in You, I hope in You,
I love You. Amen.
Pope Francis [20 March 2020]

Notices of Interest
Bible Alive for September & October is now available - only
£3.00! If you wish to purchase a copy, they are near the handsanitiser in the narthex as you come into church.
Repository: The Repository is now open after every Sunday
Mass. We really need a few more helpers prepared to stand for a
few minutes after Mass – all stock is marked, so quite an easy
task! A small display of Confirmation cards and mementoes is on
display. Kathleen Healey (01604) 629103
We welcome into the family of the Church
Orla Frances McDonnell
who received Christian Baptism recently.
Please pray for her and her family.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
Baptism Preparation: The next preparation will be in the
Sacristy on Mon. 18th October, 7pm. Please note that you will
need to phone Deacon Michael on 07999808997 before you
attend, to book your place.
First Holy Communion 2022: If you have a child in school
years 3-6 who would like to make their First Holy Communion
next summer, please make a note in your diary or on your calendar
for 17th October, after the 11am Mass. At this meeting, the
programme for this year & the commitment to the programme will
be explained & registration will take place. It is essential that
your child/children, & at least one parent attend this meeting.
The meeting will be held in the Church hall after 11am Mass &
refreshments will be provided. We expect the meeting to be about
an hour. If you have any questions please e-mail Stella Watts
at swatts49@outlook.com and we will get back to you.
Confirmation – all Confirmandii are to attend:
Confirmation practise session Sun. 26th Sept at St Gregory's
Church after 12 noon Mass (approx. 12.30 pm start).
Confirmation for this group will take place on Friday 1st October
at St Gregory's Church. Please check your emails from the
Catechist Team for more information and get in touch with us if
you have any questions. Thank you.
Adult Confirmandii: those who have confirmed their
attendance at the Confirmation at St Gregory’s on Friday October
1st– please check your emails & attend the practise session on
Sun. 26th Sept. after the 12pm Mass (approx. 12.30 pm start).
Please check your emails from the Catechist Team for more
information and get in touch with us if you have any questions.
News from the Foodstore! We as a parish continue to support
the Cathedral Foodstore by supplying toiletries to add to food
bags. The Cathedral supply these provisions each week to families
in need from around Northampton. Please donate what you can,
& continue to pray for this work. Many Thanks, Gregory Care.

Parish Finances: Continued thanks for the wonderful
generosity that you are showing to the parish, in the special
collections, CAFOD, Missio, and gifts for the kitchen
refurbishment.
Standing Order via Donor’s Own Bank. You can set up a
standing order for donations to your parish using either your on
line bank account or in branch. The information required to make
the donation is as follows:
Bank;
NatWest
Sort Code;
60-06-11
Account Number; 46898093
Account Name; Northampton Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust
Payment Ref; Parish Name/Area: (St. Gregory’s, Northampton)
Choir Matters: I’ve been delighted recently by the addition of
3 new members to our choir, 2 of them men. This has enhanced
what the choir can offer, though Covid prevents the choir being at
full strength. All we need now is a younger organist to counter
dodgy eyesight & weak knees (I refer to certain choir members,
not me). Transition from keyboard/piano to playing the organ is
easy & brings fresh challenges; eventually you learn to use your
feet too! Confirmation, by our Bishop, is due 1st Oct. To prepare
for this our next scheduled practice will be brought forward a
week to Sep 30th starting 7:45pm-9pm instead of 7th Oct. I
anticipate having time to cover the music planned for Oct. Alec
Spotlight Meet: Monday, 27th Sept, NYMO are holding an
online event, looking at the value of Youth Alpha for young
people in the Catholic Church. Event will be held on Zoom, to
make it easy for as many people as poss. to attend. Jordan Kelly
from Alpha will present on the night. Session starts at 7pm, &
finishes at 8.30pm. To register, email info@nymo.org. For more
info, see nymo.org/spotlight.
Youth Ministry Conference: Saturday, 9th Oct, NYMO will
be holding their annual Youth Ministry Conference, at the NYMO
Offices in Luton, 11 - 15:30. Conference is for youth ministers,
catechists, volunteers, priests, deacons & anyone who is interested
in the future of young people in the Church. Places limited, so if
you wish to attend, book online at the Nymo website. Tickets are
just £10 per person. For more information, see
nymo.org/conference
Zoom course on the Mass: Starting this Tuesday evenings
there will be the Alpha course on Tuesdays, and on Mondays there
will be a course entitled “A Biblical Walk through the Mass”.
There are four sessions: Mondays, 20th and 27th September and 4th
and 11th October, starting at 7.30 pm. Please email to Fr Andrew
for the Zoom link

Bl. Cyprian Tansi Prayer Group continues to pray together
online via Skype and by telephone.

Courses for Readers: There will be a course for readers on
Zoom starting on Wednesday 22nd September, and following that
the Bible Timeline course will start on Zoom on Wednesday
evenings, beginning at 7.30 pm. All are welcome, but those who
proclaim the Scriptures at Mass are particularly encouraged to
take part. Please email to Fr Andrew for further details.

Tots @ St Gregory’s: We will be in the church hall from 9:30
– 11:30 each school week Tuesday! If you have care of a baby or
pre-school child on Tuesday mornings why not join our very
friendly and fun group? We only charge £1 for an adult and
however many children they bring and this includes snack and all
activities!

Young Adult Group 24th September 7pm: Following
our successful first evening, we are meeting again on 24th
September at the Northampton Cathedral. All young adults are
very welcome to join us for a time of Eucharistic adoration, a
talk and social time. For more information, contact
frdaviddonaghue@northamptondiocese.org.

Tom & Kathleen would like to thank Fr. Andrew, Deacon
Michael, family & friends for their Masses, prayers, cards &
wishes on the occasion of their 60th Wedding Anniversary.
Vianney Mission Prayer Group will not meet during this time.

Scripture Readings 19th September 2021, 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B
Wisdom was the last book of the Old Testament to be written,
probably in Alexandria about 50 BC. Written in Greek, it is
not in the Hebrew Scriptures and is therefore treated as
apocryphal in non-Catholic bibles. The wicked are blinded by
their thoughts: "haphazard were we born", they thought, and
we leave no trace when we die, "because no-one returns." So
"let us enjoy the good things that exist" and "oppress the
righteous", simply because "he annoys us". But Wisdom
responds: "God formed man to be imperishable; in the image
of his own nature".
The Psalm implores God's help against our enemies, confident
that he will help. Prayed by David when his hiding place was
betrayed to Saul.

"jealousy and selfish ambition". "Friendship with the world is
enmity with God".
In the Gospel Jesus uses a quiet moment on the way back
from the Transfiguration to tell his disciples again that he will
be killed and "after three days he will rise". But as yet they
cannot understand. He then insists that his way is to "be last
of all and servant of all", giving welcome to the least
significant, even little children. God's wisdom is not the
world's wisdom.
Psalm Response:

(Wisdom 2:12,17-20; ; Psalm 53(54); ; James 3:16 - 4:3;
Mark 9: 30-37)

James' letter continues emphasising we must show our faith in
good works, for which we need "wisdom from above". We
must "show works in the meekness of wisdom", not in

St Gregory’s next Alpha:
To the right are the dates of the next Alpha course which we are
hoping will be able to be in the hall and in person. It is highly
recommended for everyone, and is very enjoyable. Each session
starts with a good meal (A proper evening meal, not just a
snack), then we watch a film together about our faith. After the
film we have a conversation around our table about what we
have seen and heard. It is good to have established believers as
well as potential converts and those who simply want to know
more about our faith. Please come, and if you can, bring a friend.
There is no charge, but donations are cheerfully accepted. For
catering purposes, please register at
www.stgregory.org.uk/alpha

The Lord upholds my life.

Chris Oliver

First session:
Second Session:
Third Session:
Fourth Session
Fifth Session
Sixth Session
Seventh Session
Bible?
Away-Day
Eighth Session
Ninth Session
others?
Tenth Session
Eleventh Session

21st September 2021: Is there more to life than this?
28th September 2021 Who is Jesus?
5th October 2021 Why did Jesus die?
12th October 2021 How can I be sure of my faith?
19th October 2021 Why and how do I pray?
9th November 2021 How does God guide us?
16th November 2021 Why and how should I read the
19th -20th November 2021 Who is the Holy Spirit?
23rd November 2021 How can I resist evil?
30th November 2021 Why and how should we tell
7th December 2021 What about the Church?
14th December 2021 What about the rest of my life?

RE:NEW Catholic Mission Event
Saturday 2nd October sees the first monthly 'Saturday
Session' mission event at the St Thomas Cathedral
Centre. Beginning at 10am until 12pm, there will be
refreshments, live worship music, inspiring testimonies and
talks. There will be opportunities for prayer ministry and
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. We hope to create an

A WEEKEND JOURNEY TO
EMMAUS
Hosted by Mission Northampton
A heart warming journey with Jesus
as he explains the Scriptures.
Saturday, 10.00 am–8.00 pm and Sunday 10.00 am–4.00 pm:
a commitment to the whole weekend is essential.
Venue:
St. Thomas Centre, Northampton Cathedral, Primrose Hill,
Kingsthorpe Rd, Northampton, NN2, 6AG.
Details of how to register & pay coming soon.
Please email your interest to: maria.heath@yahoo.co.uk
to reserve your place.

environment of hospitality and faith that will inspire those
who are searching for meaning in their lives. Why not think
about who you could invite? Also, a great opportunity to
visit the new Cathedral Café 1850 which is open from
9am. For more information
contact frdaviddonaghue@northamptondiocese.org

Coming soon:
“Catholicism — The New Evangelisation”
“The Catholic Faith is not about myths or legends, symbols or
literary devices. It’s about an encounter so overwhelming
that you want to tell the whole world. It’s an encounter with
Jesus Christ. Throughout history the call of Christ has sent
people to the corners of the earth with a message of great
joy — a message that has built civilisations, inspired cultures
and even sent some believers to prison and others to their
graves.
We have the same call. That is evangelisation
A course by Bishop Robert Barron, delivered by Zoom!
Watch out for more information!.

