
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

New Things 
Pope Leo XIV chose his Papal name in honour of his predecessor 
Pope Leo XIII. When he was elected in 1878 he was the first Pope 
to have been born in the 19th century and the first Pope since the 8th 
century to have held no territorial power after the re-unification of 
Italy in 1870, and the end of the ‘Papal States’, an area of central 
Italy over which the Pope was also the secular ruler. He was the first 
Pope of a new age, and facing new issues. 

In fact, the issues were not really new in 1878; as is all too often the 
case (not only for the Church), the issues had existed for some time, 
and the Church was catching up with changes that had already taken 
place. 

The most significant change was that of industrialisation and the 
move from a farming economy in which land ownership was the 
basis of wealth to a manufacturing economy in which the ownership 
of capital had become the measure of wealth and the basis of power. 

During the years of growing industrialisation in much of Europe and 
North America, the future Pope Leo XIII was bishop of Perugia, an 
ancient hill-top city in Umbria, which was not heavily industrialised 
until the 20th century when its main activity became the manufacture 
of chocolate. 

He did have experience of the effects of the industrial revolution on 
the working poor, not least in London where he had visited the then 
bishop Nicholas Wiseman to consider the needs of the Catholic 
population, mainly Irish immigrants.  

However it was afflicted with poverty, and also during his time there 
were several serious earthquakes, and he was personally generous 
towards the victims. He organised many charities caring for children 
and widows, and organised low-interest loans and savings schemes 
for the poor and ran soup kitchens for the homeless, 

He was much concerned with the changes that were taking place in 
the wider society, and spoke of the human dignity of working people 
and opposed the way in which industrialisation affected the working 
population. 

Already a Cardinal, he was appointed Camerlengo by Pope Pius IX 
in August 1887, and just six months later, Pius IX died, and he was 
elected on the third ballot, taking the name of Leo XIII. 

In many different ways he brought the Church into the (then) 
modern world; he re-founded the Vatican Observatory "so that 
everyone might see clearly that the Church and her Pastors are not 
opposed to true and solid science, whether human or divine, but that 
they embrace it, encourage it, and promote it with the fullest 
possible devotion." 

However it was his encyclical “Rerum Novarum” (Of New Things) 
written in 1891 that set in train a whole new theme in the Church; 
what has become known as ‘Catholic Social Teaching’. 

It is not a long encyclical, and although it began a new theme in 
Catholic theology, it was not new teaching, but was solidly based on 
the Scriptures and the tradition of the Church. The ‘New’ in its title 
was not to do with novelty in the Church, but with new social 
conditions facing the Church and the people. 

The 18th and early 19th centuries had been a time of revolutions in 
many countries, and the encyclical begins by addressing the various 
ideologies that were being proposed or put into effect. His first 
target is what was then called ‘Socialism’, but what is described is 
Soviet Stalinism, in which individuals are in effect slaves of the 
state. What is called ‘socialism’ in British politics is very different. 

“The great mistake made in regard to the matter now under 
consideration is to take up with the notion that class is naturally 
hostile to class, and that the wealthy and the working men are 
intended by nature to live in mutual conflict.” (§19) It is by mutual 
co-operation that progress is made; conflict helps no one. “The 
labourer deserves his wages” (Luke 10:7) “The wages of the 
labourers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are 
crying out against you, and the cries of the harvesters have reached 
the ears of the Lord of hosts. (James 5:4) 

The encyclical is not a political manifesto; it is firmly based in 
Scripture and Christian tradition, and Pope Leo asserts that “the 
Church, with Jesus Christ as her Master and Guide, aims higher still. 
She lays down precepts yet more perfect, and tries to bind class to 
class in friendliness and good feeling. (§21) 

CAFOD lists seven specific proposals in Catholic Social Teaching 
which derive from the encyclical: 

 Dignity 
 Solidarity 
 The common good 
 The option for the poor 
 Peace 
 Creation and Environment 
 The dignity of work and participation 

‘Rerum Novarum’ began a sequence of Papal teaching which has 
continued through to Pope Francis, and the choice of Papal name by 
Leo XIV suggests that there will be more to come. This is NOT the 
Church meddling in politics; it is God’s plan for the world. 
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Your Offering to the Parish: Last Week Was £922.23. Thank you! 
Standing Order gifts to the Parish: Each week £557 is given through standing orders. 

Donations through the Diocese: An average of £75 is given each week. 
Gift Aid benefits to the parish: The value of Gift Aid averages £171 per week. 
CAFOD Len/Easter Appeal: Ongoing - £1285 so far, thank you! 

Second Collection Last Week: Diocesan Priests’ Training Fund £131.20. Thank you! 

Second Collection This Week: Diocesan Bishop’s Fund 

Second Collection Next Week: Cathedral’s Healing Garden 
Cleaners This Week: The Church is cleaned & sanitised on a regular basis. 

Counters this Week: CC & JH. (Mondays). 
 

Readings for this Sunday:— see inside for details 
Acts 14: 21b-27:  They declared to the Church all that God had done. 
Revelation 21: 1-5a: God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.  

John 13: 33a, 34-35: A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another. 

 

Readings for next Sunday (CTS New Sunday Missal Page 485) 
 

Acts 15: 1-2, 22-29; Revelation 21: 10-14, 22-23; John 14: 23-29. 

During This Season  Candidates for the Sacraments;  

Of Easter, We Are Women’s World Day of Prayer; Penitents & Wanderers; 
Asked to Pray For: The Need & Hungry of the World; Survivors of Sexual Abuse.  
 
 

CAFOD Jubilee Icon of Hope 
 We will be hosting the Icon for a time of prayer on Tuesday 
a afternoon, 27th May, between 2pm and 3pm there will be a
 conducted prayer, from 4.30 to 5.00 there will be a 
 time for children and parents with an explanation of the 
 imagery. The Icon will again be at St Gregory’s on 
 Thursday morning 29th May during the time of Exposition 
(9.00 to 11.00 am, after which it goes to Bedford. CAFOD commissioned an icon from artist 
Mulugeta Araya in Ethiopia, for the Catholic Church in England and Wales. 
Ethiopia was chosen because of the strong tradition of iconography within the country and to 
demonstrate that this is a global Jubilee - not just something that is happening in England and 
Wales. Mulugeta Araya, 30, is an artist and an engineer who studied at St Mary's College, 
Wukro, in Ethiopia, which is supported by CAFOD. 
St Mary's offers vocational training for young people in agriculture, IT and accounting as well 
as the arts. The college also takes part in programmes to improve food security, the supply of 
water, and emergency response in the area. 
For those not going to Aylesford, please come on the Tuesday — all welcome on Thursday. 
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Anniversaries: 
May they Rest in Peace 

 

Charles Bromwich Angela Cotton 
Peter Hanrahan Thomas Grindley 
Paula Yeomans Timothy Coughlan 
Winefrede Adams Mary Shannon 
Dominic Cairney Patrick Franks 
James Mapston Johanna Martin 
Helen Gunningham Mary Naylor 
Henr7y King Joseph Harte 
John Friary Betty Finn 
Fr. Stephen McGuinness Julia Warren 
Margaret O’Mahoney Peter Warren 
James Coll George Rushmore 
Christopher Haggett Wilhelm Kohlweg 
Herbert Williams Nicolina Ciccone 
Helan Ludlow Alechia Craven 
Gertrude Ginn David Ryan 
Teresa Tynan Robert Finnegan 
Harriet Manger Martin Keegan 
Grainne Morris Philip Ndekwe 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
FOR MAY 

Let us pray that through work, each person might find 
fulfilment, families might be sustained in dignity, and that 

society might be humanised 
 

Prayer for Peace for Ukraine, the Holy Land and all 
places of strife 

Please continue to pray for an end to wars,  
and for all victims of war: 

O God, author and lover of peace,  
to know you is to live, to serve you is to reign. 

Defend against every attack those who cry to you 
so that we, who trust in your protection, 
may not fear the weapons of any foe. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Notices of Interest 
Congratulations to those receiving Holy Communion for the first time 

this week at the 9.00 Mass 
 Albie Currington  Frankie Currington 
 Reuben Currington  

At the 11.00 Mass 
 Alisia-Rita Zapodeanu Cloé Najat Keyrouz 
 Daniel Adam Wisniewski James Anthony Gavin 
 Joseph K. Anyanwu Justin Pauluks 
 Paris Fornalczyk Solange de Fátima Soares 
 Tapuwa Magwaza 
 

Repository: The Repository is open after Sunday Masses for the sale of 
cards and religious goods. A supply of First Holy Communion cards and 
gifts are available. Any queries or volunteers to 01604 629103 
or Kath.healey.789@gmail.com 
 

Bible Alive for Easter & June is now available - only £3.00! If you wish 
to purchase a copy, they are in the narthex as you come into church. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham:  
14th June 2025:  

A coach will leave from St. Gregory’s at 8am on 
Saturday 14th June, leaving Walsingham at about 

5.00pm. Cost £22 per person (payable in advance). To 
book, please see Caryll in the Office. 

Child Safety: Your children are always very welcome at St. Gregory’s, 
whether at Mass or coffee mornings etc. However, please keep your 
children with you at all times (especially toddlers) as their safety is your 
responsibility. If you cannot see them (ie if you are in the hall and they 
are in the foyer) you cannot see what they are doing. Not everywhere is 
safe – even in Church! Please take particular care in the car-park and on 
the pavement outside the Church. 
 

Parking: Our car-park is small, & many have to park on the road. We are 
in a residential district, & our neighbours also like to park. Please be 
considerate, & remember that there are laws regarding where you may 
park. It is illegal to block a drive to a house where there is a dropped kerb 
or where a white line is painted indicating the needs of a disabled driver. 
It is also illegal to park at a road junction. It is also rude & dangerous to 
block the entrance to the car park – it’s the same person most weeks 
(you know who you are), please be more considerate! There is usually 
space on Wellingborough Road at the side of Abington Park opposite the 
bottom of Lime Avenue 

Women of Hope: A Special Diocesan Gathering: The Women 
in Ministry group in the Diocese of Northampton are running a special 
event on Sat 19th July 2025 at St Mary's Woburn Sands from 11am-4pm. 
Join us for an opportunity for women across the Diocese to gather, share 
& celebrate stories of our ministries past & present. We welcome Avril 
Baigent who will share her experiences of the Synod in Rome & lead us 
in a synodal listening process. Bishop David will also be joining us for 
the day & the final liturgy. All welcome! Sign-up using the link: 
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/northamptondiocese/1600230   

Or contact Helen Burgess helen.burgess@northamptondiocese.org    
Tots @ St Gregory’s: If you have the care of a baby or pre-school 
child on Tuesday mornings join us in the church hall from 9.30-11.30. 
Just £1 for you & any number of children & includes snacks for the 
children & yourself. Term time only. Looking forward to seeing you!  
 

Church Cleaning: Helpers needed to clean the Church on last Sat. every 
month (next – 31st May), after morning Mass. All welcome, especially 
younger, more energetic ones! 
 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
Baptism Preparation: The next session will be in the Sacristy, 7pm, 
on Monday 16th June. Please note you will need to phone Deacon 
Michael on 07999808997 before you attend, to book a place. 
First Holy Communion 2024/5: First Holy Communion 2025 
Registration is now complete, and there is no more space this year. 
Confirmation in 2025: The Confirmation will be in the afternoon of 
Sunday September 7th 2025. 

The end of the Financial Year: The Church’s financial year runs 
from 1st April to 31st March, so we have just come to a ‘year-end’ and 
the parish accounts are being prepared for sending to the diocese so that 
the Finance Office can produce the figures for the entire Diocese. Until 
that is published it will not be possible to give a complete financial 
picture but this will be presented in the newsletter as soon as it is 
available. Much the easiest way to support the parish financially is 
through a standing order directly from your own bank account. The 
information required for this is as follows: 
Bank;                 NatWest 
Sort Code;             60-06-11 
Account Number; 46898093  
Account Name;     Northampton Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust 
Payment Ref; Parish Name/Area: (St. Gregory’s, Northampton) 
Please remember that if you pay income tax, the Church can reclaim this on 
your giving, (£2.50 for every £10 given) and this is much simpler if you give 
by standing order. 
 

Bl. Cyprian Tansi Prayer Group prays together online via Whatsapp 
and telephone on the first Saturday of the month, here in the Hall: 10 am-
12pm. 
 

Missio Matters:  Fr Daniel Rooke, Missio Diocesan Director, & the 
Missio team have invited us to a Red Box volunteers’ gathering on Sat 
31st May at the Cathedral, 11am - 3pm. An opportunity to meet other 
volunteers & supporters from around the diocese during this Jubilee Year 
of Hope. Together we will learn more about the work of Missio, find ways 
of supporting each other in our ministry & pray for the global Church. 
Everyone welcome, existing supporters of Missio & - especially - new 
ones. Though not essential, it would be helpful to know in advance if you 
are able to join us by email redbox@missio.org.uk or call Dave Wheat 
on 07593 544622 to RSVP or if you have any questions. Alec 
 

Choir Notes: next practices are from 11-12 on the 2nd Saturday of the 
month: 14 Jun, (not July), Aug 9, Sep 13, Oct 11, Nov 8.  Alec 

Wintershall Pilgrimage, Sat 21st June. Return by coach from Sacred 
Heart Church to Wintershall to experience ‘The Story of Jesus, brought 
to life’. Suggested donations of £50.00 per adult, £30.00 per child (3-18) 
or Family Ticket (2 adults + 2 or more children) £150.00. There are a 
small number of bursaries available. If you would like to take part, please 
give your name & how many seats you need on the sign-up sheet. It is 
important to indicate how many adult/child seats you wish to book. Please 
contact the Parish Office at Sacred Heart for more info. 
Gregory Care: Forthcoming events for your diary:- 
27th May Pilgrimage to Aylesford Priory pick up from St Gregory’s 
leaving promptly at 8am. Unfortunately someone has moved or 
thrown away one of the “sign up” sheets with at least 3 names on it, 
so please check with Gregory Care if you have signed up to confirm 
your seat. The cost will be £20  
14th June Irish Unity in Diversity Event.  
29th June Picnic in the park.  
20th September African Unity in Diversity Event. We are looking 
for someone to help organise this day, so if you are African and 
would like to showcase your culture please get in touch with us.  
15th November Indian Unity in Diversity Event.  
Our first Event hosted by our Romanian and Polish communities 
was a great success and has set a very high bar (not that it’s a 
competition!) 
 

Refreshment Donations: Below is the schedule for refreshment 
donations through the year: 

From the first Sunday in Advent 
to the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord:  The Hope Centre 

From the Second Sunday in ordinary time 
to the last Sunday before Ash Wednesday:  Gregory Care 

Through Lent and Eastertide:   CAFOD 
Ordinary Time until the end of August:  Refreshment Fund 
September until the Harvest collection:   CAFOD 

After harvest until the beginning of Advent:  The Bible Society 



Scripture Readings: Fifth Sunday of Eastertide, 18th May 2025 
Last week in Acts the first mission of Paul and Barnabas started. 
They preached in synagogues, with mixed receptions. Many Jews 
became Christians. But many did not, stirring up hatred and violence 
against the Apostles, leaving Paul for dead. Barnabas and Paul then 
preached to the Gentiles, showing how they could recognise God’s 
activity in nature. Today we hear how this first mission ends, with 
religious leaders appointed in each church, and a report of “what 
God had done”. 

The Psalm praises the Lord's kindness and care for creation. 

In Revelation the promise of salvation described last week is now 
accomplished. The New Jerusalem comes down adorned as a bride 
for her marriage with the Lamb, the union of the Messiah with the 
community of the elect. God dwells with men on earth, after the 
“former heaven and the former earth” are replaced by a “new heaven 

and a new earth”. God’s ancient covenant is fulfilled. 

In John's Gospel we hear the first of Jesus’ farewell discourses at the 
Last Supper. Jesus is sad to leave his followers. After washing the 
disciples’ feet, Jesus draws out the meaning of this action. He 
predicts his coming death and gives a new commandment: love one 
another. The true mark of discipleship is that we “have love for one 
another”. 

Psalm Response: I will bless you name for ever, 
my God and King. 

(Acts 14:21-27; Psalm 144(145):8-13; Rev 21:1-5; John 13:31-35) 

Chris Oliver
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40 Hours of Prayer — “Quarant’ Ore” 
7.00 am Friday 18th to 11.00 pm Saturday 19th July 

 

Christians Together Cherishing Creation 
Members of several local Christian communities have been working 
together for some while, and on 17th November last year put on an 
event entitled “Care for Creation” at St Peter’s Church and hall in 
Weston Favell, which was well received and well attended. The “Ecu-
Eco” group decided that an outdoor event in the Summer would be a 
good follow-up for this, and this will be in Abington Park, opposite the 
entrance to the museum on Sunday 27th July, from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm. 
It is intended to be a family-friendly event, with activities for children 
and parents and to try to spread the message of the need to cherish and 
care for God’s creation. We are clearly witnessing to the shared 
commitment of different Christian communities in the care of our 
environment, and seeking to encourage not only Christians but all 
people to treat our environment with respect. 

The name of “Ecu-Eco” is simply that it is an ecumenical group which 
is reflecting our shared understanding of the natural environment as 
being part of God’s creation, and that part of our faith in God requires 
us to treat creation as stewards and with responsibility. There are, of 
course many other reasons why we should do this. We see the damage 
that climate change is doing, particularly in the developing world, we 
recognise the dangers of micro-plastics in the oceans, the risks of 
drought and flooding, the extinction of animal species with loss of 
habitat. All these and more are reasons why we should work and 
campaign for the environment, but within our Ecu-Eco group, our 
basic motivation lies in our Christian faith. Pope Francis has given us 
a great lead, and doubtless Pope Leo will continue in this. Please note 
the date and support the event in Abington Park on 27th July. 

  

ALPHA IS RUNNING ON TUESDAY EVENINGS 

Pope Leo, in his opening address to us from the loggia of St Peter’s 
Basilica spoke of how “We have to look together how to be a 
missionary Church, building bridges, dialogue, always open to 
receiving with open arms for everyone, like this square, open to all, to 
all who need our charity, our presence, dialogue, love.” He also spoke 
of how the world needs to hear the message of the Gospel. 

Alpha is just such a bridge, it is an ‘open-arms’ occasion where we can 
speak of the love of God, revealed in Jesus and still at work in the 
world through the Church. Mission is a responsibility that belongs to 
the whole Church, not just a few enthusiasts, not to a ‘God-squad’ but 
to us all. Alpha is a gentle way of sharing the love of God over a good 
meal in a friendly way, a way of respect and dialogue. 

If you have not already, please register as soon as you can, and include your 
home address, telephone number and email address in the ‘About You’ tab 
and ask for the newsletter in the ‘Your Church’ tab. It is helpful if you can 
indicate which Mass you normally attend. 

 www.caspar.church/me?ID=56067 

You will need internet access for a security code which will be sent to 
you by email.  (Check junk/spam and set CASPAR not to be treated as 
spam.) 


