
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

THE PILGRIMAGE CONTINUES 
Last week we saw how the journey from the beginning of Lent to 
Easter is a representation of our spiritual journey from Baptism 
to Heaven, and this weekend we come to the Mount of 
Transfiguration. 

For Peter, James and John this was a time of spiritual awakening, 
although they did not fully realise its significance until much 
later, as Peter wrote: 

He received honour and glory from God the Father, 
and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, 
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased”, we ourselves heard this very voice borne 
from heaven, for we were with him on the holy 
mountain. (2 Peter 1:17-18) 

At the time, Peter’s response was to make three tents, one each 
for Jesus, Moses and Elijah. The word translated as ‘tent’ has a 
wide range of meanings from a simple dwelling to a temple! 
Whatever was in his mind (if anything!) it was impractible, 
probably impossible, and in any case, just plain wrong. We are 
told that he did not know what he was saying. It is typical of 
Peter that he speaks before he has thought about what he is 
saying — Peter is not the only one who can be guilty of that. 

About eight days previously, Luke tells of an event we are more 
familiar with from Matthew’s account. Jesus asks his disciples 
who people say he is, and then asks them who they think he is. 
Peter answers that Jesus is ‘the Christ of God’. (Luke 9:20) We 
know from Mark’s account that Peter did not realise the 
implication of what he had said, and Jesus ‘rebuked him’. (Mark 
8:32-33) 

Now, on the mountain-top Peter hears the voice of God Himself 
saying: “This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him.” 
(Luke 9:35) Peter’s recognition of Jesus as ‘the Christ of God’ is 
ratified by the highest possible authority. 

At the end of our Lenten Pilgrimage we may be reminded of this, 
when Thomas, having been missing on the evening of Easter 
Day, eight days later meets the Risen Christ and eventually 
recognises him and exclaims: “My Lord and my God” 
(John 20:28) 

At the end of the experience on the mountain-top, and after they 
had heard the voice from the cloud, ‘they kept silent’. 
(Luke 9:36) 

Having thought about the events relating to today’s Gospel, it is 
important to relate them to our own spiritual pilgrimage through 
Lent. It is not enough simply to consider what happened; we 
need to recognise that the Church is not just asking us to think 
about the past, but also about the present.  

We began our Lenten pilgrimage with the placing of ash-dust on 
our foreheads in the form of a cross, reminding us of both our 
creation and natural birth and also of our spiritual birth. We then 
went in to the desert with Jesus and recognise the experience of 
temptation; for us a daily experience, and learned from Jesus 
how to resist that temptation. We need to keep that lesson with 
us as we continue our pilgrimage, not just through Lent but 
always. 

We are taken back to the time when we first recognised who 
Jesus is — when we first were able to say with Peter that he is 
the ‘Christ of God’; with Thomas to say: ‘My Lord and my 
God’, and to hear the ratification of God that what we say is true. 

In the course of our whole spiritual journey we will probably 
have moments of awareness of God, whether it be on a 
mountain-top, in a Church, while at prayer or maybe at an 
unexpected moment when we come, as it were, face to face with 
God. 

Like Peter, we will want those moments to last, to continue. To 
build a tent; even a temple! But that cannot be, because we have 
not yet reached the destination, merely a foretaste of it. Life must 
go on, and coming down from the mountain, there were 
problems ahead. The rest of chapter 9 in Luke’s Gospel is a 
succession of challenges, and we can expect nothing less. 

We need to remember the command of God from the cloud: 
“Listen to him” — Listen to Jesus. 

The rest of Luke’s Gospel relates the story of the journey of 
Jesus towards Jerusalem, (Luke 9:51) that is, towards Holy Week 
and Easter. It is the same journey that we trace as we follow our 
Lenten Pilgrimage. Luke’s knowledge of the geography of the 
Holy Land is somewhat sketchy, but next week we will hear of 
an encounter he had towards the south of Galilee, and the week 
after he will have moved into Judea and be approaching 
Jerusalem. By the fifth Sunday of Lent we will have reached the 
Mount of Olives just outside Jerusalem, from where we will be 
ready to enter the city with Jesus on Palm Sunday.  

However, the exact travelogue is not the point of the story, rather 
it is time that we spend with Jesus. That is the true purpose of 
Lent — time spent with Jesus. That is why the first precept of 
Lent is prayer. But that prayer is a time of listening and learning; 
and the first place to go for this is the Gospels, and the second 
place is in silence; the silence in which we can hear the still 
small voice, the ‘sound of a low whisper’. (1 Kings 19:12) 

We too must listen to Jesus as Peter, James and John were told 
to, for as he was their companion, he is also ours.. 
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Your Offering to the Parish: Last Week Was £414.38. Thank you! 

Standing Order gifts to the Parish: Each week £580 is given through standing orders. 

Donations through the Diocese: An average of £90 is given each week. 
Gift Aid benefits to the parish: The value of Gift Aid averages £136 per week. 

Second Collection This Week: CAFOD. 

Cleaners This Week: The Church is cleaned and sanitised on a regular basis. 
Counters this Week: CC & MM. 
 

Readings for this Sunday: 
— see inside for details 

Genesis 15: 5-12, 17-18:  God enters into a covenant with Abram, the man of faith. 

Philippians 3: 17- 4: 1:  Christ will configure us to his glorious body.  

Luke 9: 28b - 36: As Jesus was praying, the appearance of his face was altered. 
 

Readings for next Sunday (CTS New Sunday Missal Page 217) 
 

Exodus 3: 1-8a, 13-15; 1 Corinthians 10: 1-6, 10-12; Luke 13: 1-9. 
 

 

During This Season  Candidates for the Sacraments;  

Of Lent, We Are  Women’s World Day of Prayer; Penitents & Wanderers; 
Asked to Pray For: The Need & Hungry of the World; Survivors of Sexual Abuse.  
 

CAFOD’s Family Fast Day collection today 
Although the main Lent collection is today, the fund remains open until Pentecost, so if you are 
unable to give today, you are still able to contribute. Last year £1305.11 was given through Lent 
and Eastertide. This year the need has increased substantially as both UK and US governments 
have reduced their foreign aid budgets.  

Many people choose to have a ‘fast day’ every week, a day when less money is spent on feeding 
oneself, and the money saved is given to CAFOD. This can be done each week using one of the 
CAFOD envelopes that are in boxes at the back of the church (which allows you to make a gift-aid 
declaration) or putting money in the CAFOD wall box by the door to the office. 

In addition to this, all the refreshment money collected through Lent and Eastertide is given to 
CAFOD, increasing the total we are able to give. 

Before the reduction is government aid was announced, CAFOD had already set the drought-hit 
parts of Kenya, the worst for 40 years. Our regular giving to CAFOD supports their work to bring 
fresh water supplies to remote communities without clean water, but the need for aid is now much 
greater, and we can all help. Please be generous, not just this week, but throughout Lent and Easter. 

Advance Notice — Wednesday in Holy Week, ‘The Passover Meal through Christian Eyes’, 7.30 pm. 

Please Pray for the Sick: 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 

Anniversaries: 
May they Rest in Peace 

 

Betty Heyward-Jones Keith Nicholas 
Brigid Morris James Donnelly 
Mary Lethbridge Elizabeth Priestly 
Mary Perrett Annie Leech 
Patrick O’Beirne Catherine English 
John Williams Roy Gayton 
Mary Howells Job Denton 
Annie White Teresa Ramsbottom 
Michael O’Connor Rose Bett 
Phyllis Timms Frances Diamant 
Laura Thorpe Ronald Warkins 
Barbara Coughlan Baby Dylan Noore 
Patrick Summers Margaret Smith 
Mary Tate Henry Woodcock 
Annie King Stanley Kemp 
Dante Davighi Mary Byrne 
Michael Mahony Louise Aunge 
Joan Wooding Ferenc Homann 
Frederick Poidevin Elizabeth Parker 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
FOR MARCH 

Let us pray that the ecclesial community might 
welcome the desires and doubts of those young 

people who feel a call to serve Christ's mission in 
the priesthood and religious life.

 

 

16th March 2025 
Second Sunday of Lent 

CTS New Sunday Missal - Year C 
Page 212 

 
22 Park Avenue North 
Northampton. NN3 2HS 
Website: www.stgregory.org.uk 

Priest: 
Fr Andrew Behrens   713015 
E-mail: frandrew.behrens@northamptondiocese.org 
Deacon: 
Rev Michael Fleming   647750 
E-mail: mvf@btinternet.com 
Parish Secretary: 
Caryll Comley  713015 
Email: parish.stgregory@northamptondiocese.org 
Safeguarding representative 
Carol McNeil  07906802615 

Pray for Pope Francis 
Vatican News (www.vaticannews.va) has 
the daily bulletin on the health of Pope 
Francis. Please keep him in your prayers. 

Lux in Tenebris 
For the Jubilee Year, a short 7-week course 
on Sacraments of Initiation and the Bible: 
https//www.lux-edu.com/sacraments-of-initiation 



Notices of Interest 
Repository: The Repository is open after Sunday Masses for the sale of 
cards and religious goods. Priests Calendars are available, £5 each. Any 
queries or volunteers to 01604 629103 or Kath.healey.789@gmail.com 
 
 

Availability of the new Weekday & Daily Missals will be from about 
April 27th.  The Weekday Missal has the Masses for each week day (£55) 
& the Daily Missal has all the Masses (£69).  Kathleen Healey 
 

Bible Alive for Lent is now available - only £3.00! If you wish to 
purchase a copy, they are in the narthex as you come into church. 
 

Appeal for Used Newspapers: Willow Vets now have enough 
newspapers for the time being – they and I are extremely grateful for 
your willingness to help! If and when they need more, I’ll let you know 
& I’m sure you’ll all come up trumps again. Many, many thanks. Caryll 
 

Stella Maris: Thank you all for your support! I recently sent over 50 
knitted hats to Stella Maris at Ipswich Port. Thank you to all the knitters! 
We are running short of wool so if you have any spare, could you please 
donate it. While most of the maritime workforce is male, we find that 
seafarers and mariners love bright colours as well as the more traditional 
dark colour palette. Bob 
 

Charity Fundraiser: Please join us for a delicious Italian Supper on 
Sat 29th March at St. Gregory’s church hall, 6.45pm to eat at 7pm. Tickets 
£15 per person available from Estelle on 07510 194147.  Please inform 
us of any allergies or dietary requirements when booking. We 
are raising funds towards building a new nursery school at Reaching 
The Unreached, in Tamil Nadu, South India.  Registered Charity No. 
1091295. 
 

Bl. Iwene Tansi Novena: You are invited to join a daily Novena 
leading up to the anniversary of Bl. Tansi’s Beatification: 
“God who granted many graces to your Blessed Servant priest and 
monk, Cyprian Michael Iwene Tansi, choosing him as your faithful 
instrument for evangelisation and sanctification of your people, grant 
also that I may spend my life, loving you and my neighbour and 
serving the Church. Deign to glorify your servant Cyprian and 
through his intercession grant me the favour I ask of you (silently 
make your petition). We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Public Witness to Oppose Kim Leadbeater MP's Terminally 
Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill: Please join members of SPUC 
Northampton between 1am & 1pm Sat. 5th April, St Peters Way, in a 
public witness to oppose legalised assisted suicide & the above bill 
currently going through Parliament. It is important that MPs realise that 
there is strong opposition to this bill. It is not a premature death our 
terminally ill brothers & sisters need but good palliative care. For further 
details contact William at wpcurrie@btinternet.com or 07393965643. 
 

The rotas for Readers and Extraordinary Ministers have been 
issued for the period March to May 2025. Hard copies are available in the 
sacristy if required. 
 

'We Dare to Hope': On Tuesday evenings through Lent there are 
study and prayer sessions on the theme of ‘Hope’. This week we reflect 
on the hope which filled Our Lady and St Joesph as they searched for 
Jesus before they found him in the Temple (Luke 2:41-51) 7.30 pm to 
9.00 each Tuesday evening in Lent. 
 

Ceili Dancing is ongoing in the Church Hall every Wednesday evening, 
7.30-8.45pm. Everyone welcome to join our friendly group. To find out 
more phone Pat on 07710624921, or just turn up! 
 

Church Cleaning: Helpers needed to clean the Church on last Sat. every 
month, after morning Mass. All welcome, especially younger, more 
energetic ones! This month, March 29th, due to a retreat that day, cleaning 
will be done in the evening by the retreatants. 

Tots @ St Gregory’s: If you have the care of a baby or pre-school 
child on Tuesday mornings join us in the church hall from 9.30-11.30. 
Just £1 for you & any number of children & includes snacks for the 
children & yourself - excellent value for money! We run throughout term 
time. Looking forward to seeing you!  
 
 
 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
Baptism Preparation: The next session will be on Monday 7th April, 
7pm, in the Sacristy. Please note you will need to phone Deacon Michael 
on 07999808997 before you attend, to book a place. 
First Holy Communion 2024/5: First Holy Communion 2025 
Registration is now complete, and there is no more space this year. 
Confirmation in 2025: Apologies that this date was missed; this was 
caused by unavoidable circumstances. Please will any wishing to enrol 
please email to childrens.liturgy@stgregory.org.uk to register that you 
want to enrol for the next Confirmation. The Confirmation will be in the 
afternoon of Sunday September 7th 2025. 
 

Parish Finances: Much the easiest way to support the parish financially 
is through a standing order directly from your own bank account. The 
information required for this is as follows: 
Bank;                 NatWest 
Sort Code;             60-06-11 
Account Number; 46898093  
Account Name;     Northampton Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust 
Payment Ref; Parish Name/Area: (St. Gregory’s, Northampton) 

Gregory Care — Unity in Diversity Event: Saturday 22nd March. 
The first Unity in Diversity is run by our Eastern European friends and 
will be show-casing their cultures for us through food and entertainment. 
This is free, but numbers are limited so please register your interest by 
contacting Gregory Care (07434669011) to avoid disappointment. 
 

Choir Notes: our next practices, as we prepare for Holy Week, are at 
11-12 am on Saturdays March 22, [not 29] and April 12 [not 5th]. Easter 
Sunday is April 20.  Alec 
 

Wintershall: Pilgrimage to Wintershall on Saturday 21st June 2025. 
Return travel by coach from Sacred Heart Church to Wintershall to 
experience ‘The Story of Jesus, brought to life’. Suggested donations of 
£50.00 per adult, £30.00 per child (3-18) or a Family Ticket (2 adults plus 
2 or more children) £150.00. There are a small number of bursaries 
available. If you would like to take part in the pilgrimage, please give 
your name and how many seats you wish to book on the sign-up sheet. It 
is important to indicate how many adult/child seats you wish to book. 
Please contact the Parish Office at Sacred Heart, should you require more 
information. Cheques should be made payable to Sacred Heart Parish. All 
payments should be placed in an envelope marked “Wintershall” and 
handed into the Parish Office at Sacred Heart. 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham: This year our diocesan 
pilgrimage to Walsingham takes place on Saturday 14th June. The 
pilgrimage will begin with Mass at the Basilica in the Catholic Shrine at 
midday followed by lunch & at 3pm pilgrims process from the Shrine, on 
the holy mile to the Abbey Grounds for the final service. Parish groups 
are welcome to attend & encouraged to bring parish banners with them 
for the procession. All are welcome.  

Refreshment Donations: Below is the schedule for refreshment 
donations through the year: 

From the first Sunday in Advent 
to the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord:  The Hope Centre 

From the Second Sunday in ordinary time 
to the last Sunday before Ash Wednesday:  Gregory Care 

Through Lent and Eastertide:   CAFOD 
Ordinary Time until the end of August:  Refreshment Fund 
September until the Harvest collection:   CAFOD 

After harvest until the beginning of Advent:  The Bible Society 

Prayer for Peace for Ukraine, the Holy Land and all places of strife 
Please continue to pray for an end to wars,  

and for all victims of war: 
O God, author and lover of peace,  

to know you is to live, to serve you is to reign. 
Defend against every attack those who cry to you 

so that we, who trust in your protection, 
may not fear the weapons of any foe. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 



Scripture Readings, 2nd Sunday of Lent, Year C, 16th March 2025 
While Abram was wandering round Canaan before 1500 BC, his 
kinsman, Lot was captured in Sodom. Abram and his allies freed 
him. To celebrate this victory, bread and wine were brought out and 
Abram was blessed by Melchizedek, Priest-King of Salem, 
traditionally identified with Jerusalem. Then the Lord promised 
Abram a land of his own, an heir, and numberless descendants. A 
firebrand signifying the Lord’s presence, pass between the halves of 
the animals, a common way at that time of confirming a covenant. 

The Psalm asserts complete confidence that God will not abandon 
but will rescue us, while asking for guidance and protection. 

Paul wrote to the Philippians about 60 AD. A devout Jew and 
Pharisee, Paul has nevertheless concluded that righteousness does 
not come from the Law but through faith in God, as shown by 
Abraham. As citizens of heaven we owe allegiance to Christ, not 

Caesar. Since God will transfigure our bodies, we must not be ruled 
by bodily appetites but gradually transform ourselves into images of 
Christ. 

Luke describes Jesus’ appearance being changed. Moses and Elijah, 
representing the Law and the Prophets, are talking with him about 
his “exodus”, his coming passion and death. The disciples are 
confused, but then God tells them they must now listen to Jesus, the 
representatives of old Israel have departed. 

Psalm Response: The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

(Gen 15:5-12,17-18; Psalm 26(27);Phil 3:17-4:1; Luke 9: 28-36) 

Chris Oliver
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Discover some aspects of Eastern European Cultures 

We are so blessed to have such a variety of nationalities and cultures 
represented in our congregation, and on Saturday 22nd March from 
12 noon to 4.00 pm we all have a chance to share in the food, music, 
and other aspects of the people of Poland and Romania. FREE, but it 
is essential to reserve you ticket by contacting:-  
Gregory Care on 07434669011 

This is the first of what is hoped to be a series of opportunities for us 
all to get a better understanding of the different cultures that are 
represented in our congregation.  

One of the hymns in our hymn-book has the verse: 
The world lives divided and apart, 
You draw men together, and we start 
in our friendship to see 
that in harmony we 
can be turning the world upside down. 
    Patrick Appleford 

Recent wars and conflicts, the rise of nationalism and populism have 
all highlighted this terrible tendency for humans to stick to our own 
and be suspicious of, or even hostile to any who seem to be 
different. The word ‘Catholic’ means ‘concerning the whole’; 
sometimes given as ‘universal’. It is the Church which knows no 
national, racial, ethnic or other divisions. “For in one Spirit we were 
all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all 
were made to drink of one Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 12:13) 

Jesus prayed that the Church might be one (John 17:20-23) and told 
us to make disciples of ‘all nations’. (Matthew 28:19) We worship 
together, but we can grow closer together by getting to know each 
other and understand each other’s culture better. 

We are fortunate to have sponsorship from the local authority for 
these events — there will be more to follow — they are free to 
come, but due to space restrictions, booking is essential. 

If you have not already, please register as soon as you can, and include your 
home address, telephone number and email address in the ‘About You’ tab 
and ask for the newsletter in the ‘Your Church’ tab. It is helpful if you can 
indicate which Mass you normally attend. 

 www.caspar.church/me?ID=56067 

You will need internet access for a security code which will be sent to 
you by email.  (Check junk/spam and set CASPAR not to be treated as 
spam.) 


