
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“A truly thriving Catholic community, 

confidently and humbly proclaiming the  

Good News of Jesus Christ.” 

Mothering Sunday 
Most accounts of the history of Mothering Sunday speak of its 

beginning in the 16th century, but this is not actually true. The origin 

goes back to when the Church determined a system for reading Bible 

passages at Mass, and the New Testament reading for the fourth 

Sunday of Lent was Galatians 4:22-31, which speaks of the new 

Jerusalem (i.e. heaven) as our mother. There is evidence of the 

celebration of Mothering Sunday going back to the 13th century, 

when, following the understanding that the church building 

represents Jerusalem, particularly during the traditional ceremonies 

of Holy Week. This was demonstrated by the tradition of visiting 

your ‘mother-church’ (the place of your Baptism) on the fourth 

Sunday of Lent, or of visiting the cathedral (the mother-church of the 

diocese). 

The Church of England carried on the same readings in its prayer 

book after the reformation, and as the feudal system collapsed, 

wealthy people began to employ domestic servants, and a custom 

grew up of giving them time off to visit their home parish, and 

therefore not just the church of their Baptism, but also their families.  

Entirely independently of this, in America, Anna Jarvis invented the 

idea of ‘Mother’s Day’; which had no religious connection; it simply 

celebrated biological mothers, and in 1914 the United States 

Congress passed a law establishing the second Sunday in May as 

‘Mother’s Day’. The date commemorates the anniversary of the 

death of Anna Jarvis’ own mother. 

The commercialisation of ‘Mother’s Day’ began almost immediately, 

and Anna Jarvis violently opposed this, in particular the sale of 

printed cards, which she said “means nothing except that you are too 

lazy to write to the woman who has done more for you than anyone 

in the world”.  

The power of American commerce and general secularisation have 

led to our celebration of motherhood in Lent becoming called 

‘Mothers’ Day’ (Note the different placing of the apostrophe!), and it 

is, of course, a good thing that we honour our biological mothers. 

(We would do well on our birthdays to remember in thanksgiving the 

woman who laboured for us on the day we were born.). But please 

also remember Holy Mother Church, Our Blessed Lady, Mother of 

Jesus, Mother Earth and your own parish! 

Thank you to Mother Earth 
WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN GLOBAL WARMING & CLIMATE 
CHANGE? Burning fossil fuels releases gases into the atmosphere 

that build up and form a blanket around the planet, warming it up. 

This is called global warming. Climate change is the shift in weather 

patterns caused by global warming. We are already seeing the 

effects, and if the world continues to warm, weather patterns will 

become more extreme and erratic. 

WHAT DOES 1.5°C MEAN? The earth has already warmed to an 

average of 1°C above pre-industrial temperatures - and we are 

already seeing the effects. We must limit the warming of our world 

to 1.5°C to protect the people, places and lives we love from the 

worst effects of climate change. It doesn’t seem like much, but there 

is overwhelming scientific evidence that even at 1.5°C of warming 

we will still see devastating global impacts from climate change- and 

anything over that cannot be allowed to become a reality. 

DO MY ACTIONS MAKE A DIFFERENCE? Yes! The most important 

thing we can all do is call for change, and you can use your voice by 

participating in campaigns like Show the Love and by talking to your 

MP about climate change. In 2018, a report from the UN’s advisors 

on climate change showcased how lifestyle change can make a big 

difference. These actions could include: switching to renewable 

energy in your home, eating more plant-based meals, using your car 

less, reducing the number of flights you take, and planting trees. And 

they’re even more impactful if you talk to others about them. 

WHAT ARE THE SOLUTIONS? The Committee on Climate Change - 

the government’s independent advisors on climate change - has a list 

of recommendations that the government needs to put in place to cut 

our emissions. This includes: planting more trees; switching to fully 

renewable sources of power; investing in better, cleaner public 

transport and electric vehicles; making it easier to cycle and walk 

around our communities; insulating our homes so we waste less 

energy; and ensuring decision makers prioritise heating that doesn’t 

rely on fossil fuels. 
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Please note: from next Sunday until the end of restrictions, 

there will be an additional Sunday Mass at 12.00 noon. 



 

Sunday 

4th Sunday 

Of Lent (Laetare) 

9.00 am  
 

11.00 am 

Mass 
  

Mass 

The Parish 
 

Canonisation of Bl. Tansi 

Monday 

Weekday of Lent 

9.00 am  Mass Lisby & Nick Radomolovic’s 

Intentions 

Tuesday 
Weekday of Lent 

9.00 am 
 

Mass 
 

Garotti Smith’s Intentions 

Wednesday 

St. Patrick 

9.00 am 

1.00 pm 

Mass 

Funeral Service 

Shirley Berney’s Intentions 

Joanna Conte RIP 

Thursday 

Weekday of Lent 

7.00 pm Mass Teresa Redmond’s Intentions 

Friday 

St. Joseph, Spouse of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

9.00 am Mass Margaret Ndekwe’s 

Intentions 

Saturday 

Weekday of Lent 

9.00 am Mass Holy Souls 

Sunday 
 
 

5th Sunday 

Of Lent 

9.00 am 

 

11.00 am 
 

12.00 noon 

Mass 

 

Mass 
 

Mass 

Ivan Watts & Antonietta 

Mansi 

The Parish 
 

Clergy of our Pastoral Area 
 

Revised opening times: Due to the new restrictions, the Church will be open every day from 
8.45 am until 10.00 am, except on Sundays when it remains open until 12.45 am 

Your Offering To The Parish: Last Sunday's collection was £319.22. Thank you! 

Standing Order gifts to the Parish: Each week £512 is given through standing orders. 

Donations through the Diocese: An average of £219 is given each week. 

Gift Aid benefits to the parish: The value of Gift Aid averages £220 per week. 

Second Collection Last Week: So far, just over £690 has been given in the Lent CAFOD 

appeal; the fund will remain open through Lent until Palm 
Sunday. Please continue in your generosity. 

Cleaners This Week: The Church is cleaned and sanitised daily by the stewards. 

Counters This Week: CC & LA. 

Readings for this Sunday 
2 Chronicles 36: 14-16, 19-23: The wrath and mercy of God are revealed. 

Ephesians 2: 4-10: You who were dead through your sins have been saved through  

 grace. 

John 3: 14-21: God sent his Son so that through him the world might be saved. 
 

Readings for next Sunday 

Jeremiah 31: 31-34; Hebrews 5: 7-9; John 12: 20-30. (Page 86) 

 

During this season   Candidates for the Sacraments; Penitents & Wanderers; 

Of Lent, we are   Women’s World Day of Prayer;  

Asked to pray for:  The Needy & Hungry of the World; Survivors of Sexual Abuse. 
 

 

Gregory Care 
Your response to our request for toiletries has been amazing; thank you so much. Each week 

your gifts are taken to the cathedral and distributed alongside food to families who are 

struggling financially during this pandemic. We have sent out hundreds of parcels and we 

have feedback saying how grateful people are for this help. Please continue to give what you 

can. Soap, shower gel, shampoo, washing up liquid &c. are always needed. Thank you again.  

If you know of anyone in this parish who would benefit from this help please let Fr Andrew 

know. Meanwhile let’s keep up the good work! 

 

Thank you to our daily Stewards 
Without them, we would not be allowed to open the church or celebrate Mass.  

You are very much appreciated. 
 

 

Please pray for the sick: 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Anniversaries:  

May they Rest in Peace 
 

Harold Marks Theresa Costello 

Patrick Parkes Dmytro Wrlyczko 

Michael Royde-Smith Mary Bosworth 

Sydney Beech Hugh Gallagher 

Leonard Osbourne Bernard Powell 

Bridget Williams Petula Lynch 

Gwendolen Cox Eileen Doran 

Hugh McDonald Keith Nicholas 

Betty Heyward-Jones Brigid Morris 

James Donnelly Elizabeth Priestley 

Mary Perrett Annie Leech 

Patrick O’Beirne Catherine English 

John Williams John Dunnan 

Roy Gayton Mary Howells 

Job Denton Annie White 

Teresa Ramsbottom Michael O’Connor 

Rose Bett Phyllis Timms 

Frances Diamant Marguerite Thorpe 

Ronald Watkins Barbara Coughlan 

Baby Dylan Moore Patrick Summers 
 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 

 FOR MARCH 

We pray that we may experience the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation with renewed 

depth, to taste the infinite mercy of God 

 
 

An act of Spiritual Communion 

I prostrate myself at your feet, O my Jesus,  
and I offer you the repentance of my heart,  
which abases itself in its nothingness  
and in your Holy Presence.  
I adore You in the Sacrament of your Love;  
I desire to receive You in the poor abode  
that my heart offers You.  
While awaiting the happiness of Sacramental Communion, I wish 
to possess you in spirit.  
Come to me, O my Jesus, that I may come to You. May your 
Love inflame my whole being  
in life and in death.  
Jesus, I believe in You, I hope in You, I love You.  Amen. 
 Pope Francis [20 March 2020] 
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Priest: 
Fr Andrew Behrens        713015 

E-mail: priest@stgregory.org.uk 
Deacons: 
Rev Michael Fleming        647750 
E-mail: mvf@btinternet.com 
Pastoral Assistant: 
Maria Heath          

E-mail: maria.heath@yahoo.co.uk 

Are you new to the Parish? You are welcome! 
Please introduce yourself to the Clergy 

 

In hospital? Let the Chaplaincy know on 01604 714556 
 

Tickets 

are now 

here! 

http://www.stgregory/


Notices of Interest 
Bible Alive for Lent is now available. The cost is £3.00. If you want 

to purchase a copy, they are near the hand-sanitiser in the narthex as 

you come into church.   

 

Repository: If you wish to buy anything, please come to the 

Church between 9 and 10am & speak to a Steward who will show 

you what to do & where to go.  

St. Patrick’s Day & Easter cards now available. 
 

 

 

We welcome into the family of the Church 

Matei Augustin Balint 

who received Christian Baptism recently. 

Please pray for him and his family. 

 

Easter Flowers: Envelopes are available in the Foyer for 

donations for Easter flowers, which may be given in memory of a 

person, in thanksgiving, or as a gift! Names of those in whose 

memory flowers are given will be included in the newsletter for 

Easter.  
 

CAFOD “Walk for Water”: Johann Kastern has taken up the 

challenge, and would like sponsorship. Please see his page: 

https://walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/walk-for-water1375 
 

Masses and Covid security in Lockdown: It is of the greatest 

importance that the church is a place of safety from the COVID virus, & 

while clergy & stewards do all they can to have systems in place, there is 

a responsibility on everyone to adhere to government regulations & 

maintain the safety of everyone as well as themselves in church. While 

‘bubbles’ & households may sit together, there should be at least 1 metre 

distance separating those not in the same ‘bubble’ or household & must 

wear masks. We are still allowed to come to Mass; this is in part because 

churches are safe places. It is up to us to keep the church safe.  

Face masks: Wearing face masks is compulsory in churches & you 

should wear one if you can. Stewards are not responsible for policing 

this, but may remind you that this is the law. 
 

 

Red Box/Missio contributors: Please be aware that you may 

receive a phone call in the coming weeks about Gift Aid and other 

ways of supporting our Foreign Missions financially. The call will 

come from your Promoter or from Dorothy or Alec. Keep those on 

the front line in your prayers. God bless.  Alec (622153) 
 

Being a Dynamic Catholic: Through Lent there are regular talks 

on the parish website and Facebook page based on a book entitled 

“Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic” by Matthew Kelly. This could 

form part of a Lockdown Lent discipline. 
 

Track and Trace: The government have now released their app to 

support track & trace & we have a QR code which can be scanned to 

record your presence at church. This is not obligatory, but should 

help in the important task of controlling the spread of the virus. As 

responsible members of society, we should comply with this request.  

 

SPUC: You could save a life! There are two simple ways in which 

you could be a life saver; firstly, please consider joining the 

Northampton Branch of SPUC, you would be helping to end the 

shame of abortion in this country and protecting women; secondly, if 

you are unable to become a member of SPUC, you could offer your 

support by joining the prayer team. All you would have to do is pray 

for Pro Life causes, either as a group, or on your own at home. If 

either of these things appeal to you and you want to join the fight to 

protect unborn children and their mothers, then please contact 

William Currie; wpcurrie@btinternet.com or 07393965643 
 

Vianney Mission Prayer Group will not meet during this time. 
 

To Catholic Universe and Catholic Times readers in the 

parish: Papers can be delivered direct to your home every week, 

POST FREE. Please go to www.thecatholicuniverse.com or call 

them on 0161 820 5722 and they will arrange for you.  

SPECIAL OFFER - 3 MONTHS: £25.00 — 12 Months: £99.00 

DIGITAL COPY: 12 Months: £55.00 
 

Bl. Cyprian Tansi Prayer Group continues to pray together 

online via Skype and by telephone. 
 

Tots @St Gregory’s: As with other meetings, Tots has been 

cancelled until further notice. 
 

Right to Life: A new parliamentary motion (EDM 1340) is calling 

on the Government to introduce new guidance on fetal pain. The 

evidence that babies can feel pain in the womb, and during many 

abortions, highlights the humanity of the unborn child and provides 

another important reason to introduce legislation to protect the 

unborn child from abortion. Right To Life UK have set up an easy-

to-use tool which makes it simple to contact your MP, and ask them 

to sign this motion calling on the Government to introduce new 

guidance on fetal pain. It only takes 30 seconds using this easy-to-use 

tool. This tool can be accessed by visiting the link below: 

www.righttolife.org.uk/FetalPainMotion 
 

Exploring the Post-Lockdown Church: The webinar series has 

been wonderful. There were over 3,000 views!  This is definitely 

something we will be looking to do again in the future.  If you want 

to catch up with any you missed, all the videos are here: 

http://formationpathways.co.uk/exploring-the-post-lockdown-church-

webinar-series/  
 

Financial Support for Self-Isolation: Please see the following 

article regarding financial help available for those who are self-

isolating; 

https://www.northamptonchron.co.uk/health/coronavirus/how-apply-

self-isolation-financial-support-now-available-across-

northamptonshire-3004756 
 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 

Baptism Preparation: Please note that you will need to phone 

Deacon Michael on 07999808997 before you attend, to book your 

place. 

First Holy Communion 2021: The programme has started and is 

running through ‘Loom’, an on line platform used by many schools. 

Parents need to ‘home-school’ children. The programme is called 

“Growing Up Catholic”, and there are 6 sessions preparing for the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation, followed by six sessions preparing for 

First Holy Communion. It is important that the first six sessions are 

completed by the end of the Easter holidays. Please email Stella at 

swatts49@outlook.com, for last-minute registration. 

Confirmation: Yet again we are thrown into confusion! We await 

more information. This continues to be difficult! 
 

Parish Finances: Thank you to everyone who has been so very 

generous during this lockdown. Our parish finances are reasonably 

stable. Your generosity is much appreciated! 

Standing Order via Donor’s Own Bank. You can set up a 

standing order for donations to your parish using either your on line 

bank account or in branch. The information required to make the 

donation is as follows: 
 

Bank;                 NatWest 

Sort Code;             60-06-11 

Account Number; 46898093  

Account Name;     Northampton Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust 

Payment Ref; Parish Name/Area: (St. Gregory’s, Northampton)

https://walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/walk-for-water1375
mailto:wpcuurie@btinternet.com
http://www.thecatholicuniverse.com/
https://righttolife-org-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/Redirect?ukey=1OB2ZBbqA28fWv1ywJEA5E-zx7MdH_IIGg47UTJVNlxE-2033286241&key=YAMMID-73417905&link=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.righttolife.org.uk%2FFetalPainMotion
http://formationpathways.co.uk/exploring-the-post-lockdown-church-webinar-series/
http://formationpathways.co.uk/exploring-the-post-lockdown-church-webinar-series/


 Scripture Readings 14th March 2021, 4th Sunday of Lent, Year B 

Today's reading from Chronicles recalls Israel's exile. The Temple, 

central to the Jewish religion, had been defiled, followed by Israel's 

seventy year exile in Babylon. Then the Persian King Cyrus called 

for the people to return to Jerusalem and to rebuild the Temple on 

Mount Moriah, where Abraham almost sacrificed Isaac. After their 

return in 540 BC Ezra re-discovered the Jewish Law and the people 

renewed their covenant with God. 

The Psalm then recalls how the Israelites refused to sing for their 

captors while in mourning for Mount Zion. 

Paul's letter to the Ephesians emphasises the unity of the world-wide 

Church, based firmly on God's saving love, shown in Jesus Christ. 

We have been saved by grace, a gift from God. The phrase "in Christ 

Jesus" occurs frequently, reminding us of the ending of every 

Eucharistic Prayer. Christ will bring all things to perfection "in him" 

– and that includes us! "We are God's work of art". 

In John's gospel, after telling Nicodemus that he must be "born 

again", Jesus tells him "God sent his Son into the world" so that "the 

world might be saved" through him. Jesus' coming provokes 

judgement, both now and in the future. If our deeds are true we come 

into the light. 

Psalm Response: O let my tongue cleave to my mouth 

if I remember you not! 

(2 Chron 36: 14-23; Psalm 136 (137); Eph 2: 4-10; John 3: 14-21) 

 Chris Oliver

Why 
Alpha 

Pope Francis has asked that every parish and every Catholic 

have a missionary heart. In 2019, over 5,600 Catholic 

parishes and organisations around the world ran Alpha with 

an estimated 310,000 participants. 
“Alpha is clearly a gift of God. Because people want to experience and 

touch God, the God that is near and Alpha provides the frame for this.” 

Cardinal Miloslav Vlk Archbishop Emeritus of Prague — Czech 

Republic 

 

Novena to St Joseph 
Pope Francis has asked us to dedicate this year to St Joseph, and the Mill Hill Fathers invite us to share this novena leading up to his feast-day. 

Sunday 14th March Day 5 Joseph, a courageously creative father 
“Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt.” 

(Matthew 2:14) 

The courageous and creative ways in which Joseph responded to the 

many sudden changes forced upon him are often more implicit than 

explicit in the Gospels. He would have to have been resourceful and 

proactive to find accommodation in Bethlehem, for instance, or to be 

able to support Mary and Jesus during their flight into Egypt and 

throughout their stay there. In the face of life’s difficulties it is easy to 

be negative, reactive and destructive—to blame others and refuse to 

accept responsibility. Joseph’s example shows us how life’s 

challenges can reveal to us hitherto unknown gifts and talents.  

St. Joseph, help us to respond creatively and courageously to life’s difficulties. 

 

Monday 15th March Day 6 Joseph, a working Father 
“Isn’t he the carpenter’s son?” (Matthew 13:55) 

From Joseph, the young Jesus would have learned the value and 

dignity of work and the enjoyment of the fruit of one’s own labour. 

He would also, perhaps, have learned of the precariousness of 

seasonal work, of hiring oneself for daily labour, and the scourge and 

hardship of unemployment. Joseph taught Jesus—and us too—that 

through work we cooperate in God’s own creative activity. Through 

work, we contribute to building God’s Kingdom by developing our 

gifts and talents, and using them not only in self-fulfilment, but also in 

the building up of community and the alleviation of suffering and 

poverty.  

St. Joseph, help us find dignity and value in the work by which we serve others. 

 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

To you God entrusted his only Son; in you Mary placed her trust; with 

you Christ became man.  

Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father and guide us in the 

path of life.  

 

Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage, and defend us from every evil. 

Please call to mind your special intentions…  

St. Joseph, Pray for us. Add: Our Father…, Hail Mary…, Glory be to 

the Father…, Amen. 

Tuesday 16th March Day 7 Joseph, a Father in the shadows 
“Call no one your father on earth, for you have one Father—the one in heaven.” 

(Matthew 23:9) 

The word “shadow” used here is a deliberately ambiguous one. In one 

sense, Joseph was for Jesus the earthly shadow of the heavenly 

Father, watching over him and protecting him. In the other, Joseph 

fulfilled the role of any good parent introducing their child to life and 

reality. He gradually withdrew into the shadows, giving Jesus the 

freedom to mature and to grow into his full potential. Joseph’s 

earthly, temporary fatherhood of Jesus was simply a sign pointing to a 

greater, permanent fatherhood—God’s heavenly Fatherhood.  

St. Joseph, teach us how to care for little ones and nurture their growth. 

 

Wednesday 17th March Day 8 Joseph, a man of mission 
“Get up, take the child and his mother…” (Matthew 2:13) 

Joseph was a missionary in a much deeper sense than simply bringing 

Jesus and Mary to Egypt. As a father, a husband, a worker, a migrant 

and a refugee, Joseph showed what it was to live the gospel values of 

humility, patience, trust and loving dedication long before the first 

words of the Gospel were ever written. He was a living example of 

the exhortation of St. Francis of Assisi, “Preach the Gospel 

constantly. If necessary, use words.”  

St. Joseph, through your intercession, may we grow ever closer to your son, Jesus. 

 
Thursday 18th March Day 9 Joseph, a man of loving service 

“To Love and to Serve” (the motto of the Mill Hill Missionaries) 

In 1866, Herbert Vaughan chose the words ‘To love and to serve’ as 

his motto for St. Joseph’s Missionary Society of Mill Hill. He saw in 

St. Joseph’s life of love and service a model for missionary life. Much 

of Joseph’s life and work was obscure, hidden away, unrecognised 

and unrewarded, at least in worldly terms. He has left us no body of 

writing, no words of wisdom. May his life and work be an example to 

us, helping us to trust in the Providence of God and to imitate the 

obedience of Jesus, who came not to do his own will, but the Will of 

the Father.  

St. Joseph, inspire us to be faithful, unselfish and devoted to doing God’s will. 



 

 
 
 

 
 

 
SECOND COLLECTIONS 2021 

 

28th February CAFOD (Lenten Fast Day 26th Feb) 

2nd April Good Friday Collection for the Holy Places 

25th April Diocesan Priests’ Training Fund 

16th May Mass Media 

20th June Day for Life 

27th June Peter’s Pence 

11th July Apostleship of the Sea 

19th September Home Mission Sunday 

3rd October CAFOD (Harvest Fast Day 1st October) 

24th October Mission Sunday 

7th November Bishop’s Maintenance Fund 

14th November Sick & Retired Priests’ Fund 

 

 

 


