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The Word of the Lord

The translation of the Bible which is authorised for use at Mass will
change on the First Sunday of Advent this year (1** December), but
the Bishop has given us permission to start using it as soon as the
books arrive.

We do now have the books, and from this Sunday we will be using
the new translation. This means that the Mass Books which we have
been using for the last 25 years are now obsolete, as not only do they
have the Jerusalem Bible readings, but also the old translation of the
Mass which was changed over 15 years ago. Those books were a
gift to the parish, and to provide new ones would be extremely
expensive. However, in a few weeks’ time a new edition of the
Sunday Missal will be available in the repository (costing about
£20) and those who like to check the readings in advance, or refer to
them later could purchase a copy. Those who proclaim the
Scriptures at Mass, in particular, are encouraged to get one.

It must be said that the Jerusalem Bible remains a good version for
private reading — although the English Standard Version is more
accurate, the Jerusalem is not in any way ‘bad’. In fact, most of the
published editions of the complete ESV (English Standard Version)
Bible are printed in small text and parallel columns which make
them much more difficult to read. In the opposite column are the
first and second readings for today’s Mass as laid out in the new
lectionary; much more user-friendly.

There is a significant difference between ‘reading’, proclaiming’ and
‘listening to’ the Scriptures. ‘Reading’ can be done privately,
pausing wherever you wish, going back and re-reading, or maybe
stopping to look up something, or breaking off to meditate on some
passage or turning your reading into prayer. It is not constrained by
time or the need to please others. While reading is for the sole
benefit of the reader, ‘Proclaiming’ is for the benefit of the listener,
and requires a certain skill and the ability to communicate the
message. It is not enough merely to say the words; it is necessary to
convey the meaning. That is why we offer training for those who
proclaim the Scriptures.

‘Listening’ is an activity; it is not merely passively ‘hearing’. That
too is a skill. It is frequently said that in our ‘advanced’ and
‘developed’ society, our attention span is limited to sound-bites and
three-word-slogans. This may be a bit of an exaggeration, and the
words of Scripture need and deserve more attention that that!
‘Reading’ and ‘listening’ are different activities; in reading you can
go at your own pace but in listening you have to go at the pace of
the person who is proclaiming.

This puts an even greater responsibility on the proclaimer, and
ideally, should remove the need and desire for the listener to follow
the reading in their own Missal or Mass book.

FIRST READING
A reading from the Book of Wisdom Wisdom 7:7-11
‘I accounted wealth as nothing in comparison with wisdom.'

7 I prayed, and understanding was given me;
I called upon God, and the spirit of wisdom came to me.

8 I preferred her to sceptres and thrones,
and I accounted wealth as nothing in comparison with her.

9 Neither did I liken to her any priceless gem,
because all gold is but a little sand in her sight,
and silver will be accounted as clay before her.

10 I loved her more than health and beauty,
and I chose to have her rather than light,
because her radiance never ceases.

11 All good things came to me along with her,
and in her hands uncounted wealth.

The word of the Lord.

PSALM RESPONSE

Fill us with your love that we may rejoice.
or
Fill us with your merciful love, O Lord, and we shall exult.

SECOND READING
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews

Psalm 89:14

Hebrews 4:12-13
The Word of God discerns the thoughts and intentions of the heart

12 The word of God is living and active,
sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit,
of joints and of marrow,
and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

13 And no creature is hidden from his sight,
but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him
to whom we must give account.

The word of the Lord

The psalm response when sung will probably remain with the old
translation until 1 December; above the old is the first option, the
new is the second. It is interesting to notice that they are not just
different wordings; the meaning is subtly different too. The new is
more faithful to the words of the psalm.
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Sunday 9.00 am Mass Mr. T. Woods RIP .
28" Sunday 11.00 am Mass The Parish Please Pray for the Sick:
Of the Year
5.00 pm Mass (Syro Malabar Rite)
Monday 9.00 am Mass Wayne Robb’s
Feria Intentions
Tuesday 9.00 am Mass Calum Walsh’s Intentions
St. Teresa of Jesus 11.00 am Funeral Mass Anthony Seaman RIP
Wednesday 9.00 am Mass Jacqui Brewer RIP
Feria
Thursday 9.00-11am Holy Hours of Adoration
St. Ignatius of 7.00 pm Mass Cliff & Esther
Antioch Snelling’s Intentions
Friday 9.00 am Mass Margaret Refoy’s
St. Luke Intentions
Saturday 9.00 am Mass Rita & Anthony
Feria Bonner’s Intentions
Sunday 9.00 am Mass The Parish
29" Sunday 11.00 am Mass The Families of
of the Year 5.00 pm Mass (Syro-Malabar Rite) Doreen Williams &
her sister
Your Offering to the Parish: Last Week’s collection was £396.52. Thank you!
Standing Order gifts to the Parish: Each week £580 is given through standing orders.
Donations through the Diocese: An average of £90 is given each week.
Gift Aid benefits to the parish: The value of Gift Aid averages £136 per week.
Second Collection Last Week: CAFOD Harvest Appeal — see extra notes below.
Second Collection Next Week: World Mission
Cleaners This Week: The Church is cleaned and sanitised on a regular basis.
Counters this Week: CC &LA
Readings for this Sunday — see inside for details
Wisdom 7: 7-11: Compared with wisdom, I held riches as nothing.
Hebrews 4: 12-13: The word of God can judge secret emotions and thoughts.
Mark 10: 17-30: Go and sell everything you own and follow me.
Readings for next Sunday

Isaiah 53: 10-11; Hebrews 4: 14-16; Mark 10: 35-45. (Page 82)

Anniversaries:
During This Season of Human Life; Seafarers; Europe; May they Rest in Peace
Ordinary Time, We are Victims of Persecution or Oppression; Kathleen French Maud Kennedy
Asked to Pray For: Christian/Jewish Relations; The Environment. Winifred Prendergast Mary Behan
N Maureen Graney Brendan Dufty
CAFOD — Catholic Agency for Overseas Development Kathleen McAdam Anne Philip
Many thanks for your generosity in the harvest collection and for the purchase of the Esther McKenna Dennis Costello
chutney, which at least one person has already sampled! It is perfectly safe to eat now, but, Shirley Christy Henry McGill
like a good wine, (and some humans) improves with age. Concerttina Pagani Francis Bolton
Margaret Smith Etheline Smith
Refreshment money L. Peter Morgan Giuseppe Anzalone
through September £95.63 Curiosity got the better of me — John Chapman Alfred Smith
i Patrick K i
Proceeds from Itrieda teaspoon of GPPIT S?afllcsimlfS: = %ﬂf;gllczfsg;h
Chutney donations £250.26 chl.JTney. It's REALLY nice! T shall Amelia Koslowska Jacqui Brewer
Collection last Sunday  £666.53 wait for Easter to get the full Bertha Crusp Teresa Osborne
flavour! Bernard Coyle Paddy Gilbert
Total £1012.42 A ) ived during th K Nancy O’Mahoney Rosanna Spittle
message receive uring the wee Nora Lack Arthur Page
Elizabeth Malpas John Gleeson
Pia Lobo Peter Williams
- i 1
Gregory Care — New for some, a reminder for others! Alan O"Mahoney Kathleen Robson
Gregory Care is the social care charity that serves our parish and our local community. We provide material help, POPE’'S PRAYER INTENTIONS
advice, and advocacy. As we move closer into the winter months we are aware that people are facing more FOR OCTOBER:
chaII.enge's. If you or‘anyone You know could benefit from such help please get in touch. Our work i? c9mpletely We pray that the Church continue to sustain in all ways a
confidential! So don’t be afraid to ask. We are also part of the Cathedral Foodstore, where our parishioners have Synodal lifestyle, as a sign of co-responsibility,
provided all the toiletries for many years. If we cannot help you we will do our best to signpost you to someone who promoting the participation, the communion and the

can. Our phone number is 07434669011 mission shared among priests, religious and lay people.




Notices of Interest

Repository: The Repository is open after Sunday Masses for the sale of
cards and religious goods. 2025 diaries now available. Any queries or

volunteers to 01604 629103 or Kath.healey.789@gmail.com

Bible Alive for October is now available - only £3.00! If you wish to
purchase a copy, they are in the narthex as you come into church.

Office Diary 2025: The Mass Intention diary for 2025 has now
landed! If there are Intentions you would like to book for next year, please
make sure you see Caryll in the office as soon as possible, as available
Mass dates disappear very quickly and you do not want to be
disappointed!

Choir Notes: Next Practices are 11-12 on Saturdays: Nov 9" 16" 23rd
30, Dec 7t and 14™ Alec

Choir Notes Extral - I will normally select the 2™ Saturday of each
month, 1lam-12pm. Preparation for Easter, Feast of St Gregory,
Preparation for Christmas disrupt that plan. Individual dates I would like,
therefore, are: Feb 8 Mar 8, 15, 22, 29; Apr 5, 12; Jun
14; Jul 12; Aug?9,30; Oct 11; Nov 8, 15, 22, 29; Dec 6, 13. Alec

Sight Loss Sunday: The Torch Trust ask churches to remember in
prayer those who are blind or partially-sighted, and seek to make the
church and hall as accessible as possible. You can find more about the
Torch Trust at: https://torchtrust.org/about-us/

Sick List: I’d be grateful if everyone could have a look at the sick list

and let me know if there are any names that should be removed. Many
thanks, Caryll

Ceili Dancing is ongoing in the Hall every Wednesday evening, 7.30-
8.45pm. Everyone welcome to join our friendly group. To find out more
phone Pat on 077710624921, or just turn up!

Church Cleaning: Helpers needed to clean the Church on last Sat. every
month (next — 26% October), after morning Mass. All welcome,
especially younger, more energetic ones!

Bl. Cyprian Tansi Prayer Group prays together online via Skype and
by telephone and on the first Saturday of the month, here in the Hall:
10.00 am-12.00 pm.

Tots @ St Gregory's: If you have the care of a baby or pre-school
child on Tuesday mornings join us in the church hall. From 9.30-
11.30 - charge just £1 for you & any number of children. This includes
snacks for the children & yourself - excellent value for money! We
run throughout term time. Looking forward to seeing you!

Parish Finances: Much the easiest way to support the parish financially
is through a standing order directly from your own bank account. The
information required for this is as follows:

Bank; NatWest

Sort Code; 60-06-11

Account Number; 46898093

Account Name;  Northampton Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust
Payment Ref; Parish Name/Area: (St. Gregory’s, Northampton)

A Diocesan Mission Conference: Mission Northampton invites all
those from across the diocese who have a heart for sharing the Gospel
with others to come along to this day with Bishop David. 2nd
November 2024 10.30am - 4pm: Mary Adams Hall, Aspley Hill,
Woburn Sands. MK17 8NN. Please bring a packed lunch.

https://northamptondiocese.org/courses/mission-conference-2024-
woburn-sands/ (Please find out more and book in at this web-site.)

Escorted Tour to Ireland to include venerating St. Bernadette’s
Relics. Sunday 3" Nov. £899.00 pps. Price includes flight, 10kg hold
luggage, 5 nights in 4* Castlecourt Hotel, Westport with Dinner, Bed &
Breakfast. Lunch on certain days. All entertainment, excursions &
transport included. Visit St Bernadette’s Relics, Knock Shrine, Galway
City, Croagh Patrick, Ballintubber Abbey & Fr. Peyton Centre. Single
supplement on Enquiry. Contact Patricia on 01268762278 or
07740175557 or email knockpilgrimages@gmail.com.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION

Baptism Preparation: The next session will be on Monday 28
October at 7pm in the Sacristy. Please note you will need to phone Deacon
Michael on 07999808997 before you attend, to book a place.

First Holy Communion 2024/5: First Holy Communion 2025
Only 3 weeks to go for our information & registration session. If you’ve
got a child in year 3 or up to year 9 make sure you have it in your diary!
Sunday 8th October after 11am Mass in the hall. Ifthere is a problem the
same meeting will be held at Sacred Heart Church after 10:30 Mass on
Sunday 13th October.

Confirmation in 2025: January 5" after the 9am Mass is the
enrolment date for the next Confirmation. The Confirmation will be on
Sunday afternoon, September 7" 2025, exact time to be decided.

Abortion- Section 9 Public Order Act 2023-Buffer zones:
On 31% Oct Section 9 of the Public Order Act 2023 will become law,
making vigils outside abortion centres a criminal offence. This will
probably include silent prayer. It effectively takes away that last line of
defence for women & their unborn babies. Please write to your local MP
letting them know that you disapprove of this law & want it repealed. You
can find a handy tool on the SPUC website in order to do this. Why not
join SPUC & help us make abortion unthinkable. Please contact William
Currie on wpcurrie@btinternet.com or send a text to 07393965643.

Next Sunday is World Mission Sunday: The Holy Father invites
all Catholics to support Missio, his charity for world mission, through a
special one-off collection. This day of prayer, solidarity and giving unites
Catholics worldwide to share the Good News of God’s love which has
power to transform lives and heal our world. To donate, use the Missio
envelopes or call 020 7821 9755 (office hours) or visit mission.org.uk to
make a gift or set up a Direct Debit; Gift Aid your donation if possible.
Many of you already donate via the Red Box system (etc.) and do so
spectacularly. This Sunday collection is a separate way to help.

Refreshment Donations:

Below is the schedule for refreshment donations through the year:
From the first Sunday in Advent

to the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord:
From the Second Sunday in ordinary time

The Hope Centre

to the last Sunday before Ash Wednesday: ~ Gregory Care
Through Lent and Eastertide: CAFOD

Ordinary Time until the end of August: Refreshment Fund
September until the Harvest collection: CAFOD

After harvest until the beginning of Advent: The Bible Society

The Next Phase of the Synod started on 2nd October in Rome.
Avril Baigent, Director of Pastoral Development from our Diocese, has
been asked to be a facilitator for the Synod Assembly & is now in Rome!
We ask you all to include the Synod & all those taking part in your
prayers. During the Synod, the Diocesan Women in Ministry Group are
hosting prayer meetings over Zoom from 6.30 to 6.50pm on Wednesdays
9th, 16th & 23rd October. All are welcome! If you are available, we
would love to have you join us. The Zoom link below will be used for all
3 evenings.

Topic: Synod Prayer Meeting

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82128037471 Meeting ID: 821 2803 7471

The New Lectionary: This course is especially useful for readers &
children’s liturgy leaders but also valuable for all who want to deepen
there appreciation of the Word of God in our liturgy.

Book at northamptondiocese.org/courses

Prayer for Peace for Ukraine and the Holy Land

Please continue to pray for an end to wars, and for all victims of war:
O God, author and lover of peace,
to know you is to live, to serve you is to reign.
Defend against every attack those who cry to you
so that we, who trust in your protection,
may not fear the weapons of any foe.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen




Scripture Readings 28™ Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year B, 13™ October 2024

The last of the Old Testament books to be written, the Wisdom of
Solomon was written to encourage Jews living in the rational Greek
culture of Alexandria. Today's reading is part of a speech ascribed to
Solomon, describing what Wisdom is, and why we should seek her.
Solomon prayed and was given wisdom which he sees as "a breath
of the power of God", "a reflection of eternal light", "an image of
God's goodness". And so to be desired above all riches.

The Psalm, attributed to Moses, compares God's awesome eternity
to the shortness of Moses' and our lives, asking God for wisdom, so
that our work be firmly based. Filling our short lives with God's love
is all we need to be full of joy.

The Letter to the Hebrews has insisted Jesus, a man like other men,
is capable of leading into God's rest those who hear and obey "the

living Word of God", which, like a sword, can unfailingly "judge
secret emotions and thoughts".

Jesus continues to teach on his way to Jerusalem: the rich man
appears to have heard the good news, but does not have the wisdom
to let go of his riches. How hard it is to do so! We cannot practise

this wisdom without God's help.
Psalm Response: Fill us with your love so that we may rejoice.

(Wisdom 7: 7-11; Psalm 89(90): 12-17; Hebrews 4: 12-13; Mark 10:
17-30)

Chris Oliver

Alpha continues this week — Dates and Subjects

Fifth Session October 15th

Why and how do | pray?

Alpha is a basic introduction

Sixth Session: October 22nd

Why and how should | read the Bible?

to faith in God, in Jesus and

Seventh Session November 5th

How does God guide us?

the Holy Spirit. It is not a

Eighth Session November 12th

Does God heal today?

complete teaching scheme

Alpha Away-Day November 16" (Saturday)

Who is The Holy Spirit?

for the entire Christian faith.

Ninth Session November 19th

How can | resist evil?

Bishop Barron’s ‘Catholicism’
course is for those who have

Tenth Session November 26th

Why and how should I tell others?

completed Alpha.

Eleventh Session December 3rd

What about the Church?

We need to recruit more helpers; if you are able to help in any way, please contact Daniel Davighi or speak to Fr Andrew. For more
information and to book please see: https://stgregory.org.uk/alpha

HOLYWEEN CELEBRATION

A hearty welcome for all parishioners for
Holyween celebrations at
St Gregory’s Church
on Thursday 315t October 5pm.
There will be Holy Mass at 7:00pm
and adoration to follow.
Come dressed up as saints for an evening
filled with fun, faith and fellowship.
For more information
please see the notice board or contact
Anto: 07412542068 or Rose: 07768708619

Celebrating our Riches
This Monday, 14 October 7.30 pm-8.45 pm

A zoom meeting for people from all parishes of our diocese, to share how
they celebrate the many different cultures, which now enrich our
communities. We hope anyone who has experience and ideas will join so
that we can begin to see how to develop this across the diocese. It is an
open meeting for clergy and lay faithful.

https://northamptondiocese.org/courses/celebrating-our-riches/

There is no charge for attending these talks, but there will be an
opportunity to make a donation for the work of the Diocesan
Liturgical Formation Team, if you would like to.

Chutney for CAFOD

Still a few jars left! Only Large (687g to 1040g)

£4.00

Ingredients are listed on the labels in case of any allergies.

The Venerable Ignatius Spencer CP

Parents with children who will

Loving Father, your servant,

Ignatius Spencer
spent his entire life preaching the love
shown for us
in the Passion of Your Son,
and working tirelessly
to bring the people of this country
to know that love. Help us to follow his
example,
and show us that you are well pleased
with his life,
by granting the favour we now ask
through his intercession,
In particular, at this time we pray
for your blessing on the mission of the
Church in Northampton.

Mary, Mother of Holy Hope,
Pray for us. Amen.

start school next year

St. Gregory’s Catholic Primary
School Open Days:

There will be open days for you to look around the
school for the new intake in September 2025. These
are:

16" October and 6 November
between 10am and12pm.

No appointment necessary, just come and have a chat
and see this wonderful school! Alternatively, you can
contact the office to arrange a personal tour with the
Head of School. Evening appointments available.
01604 403511. We look forward to meeting you!




