
 
A JOINT MESSAGE FOR THE PROTECTION OF CREATION 

 “For more than a year, we have all experienced the devastating 

effects of a global pandemic—all of us, whether poor or wealthy, 

weak or strong. Some were more protected or vulnerable than others, 

but the rapidly-spreading infection meant that we have depended on 

each other in our efforts to stay safe.” 

These observations begin the “Joint Message for the Protection of 

Creation” issued by Pope Francis, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 

I, and Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury on 1st September. 

The religious leaders note that in facing this worldwide calamity, “no 

one is safe until everyone is safe,” because “our actions really do 

affect one another,” and “what we do today affects what happens 

tomorrow.” 

Choose life 
The joint message comes in the midst of the 2021 Season of Creation 

running from 1 September through 4 October, which presents “an 

opportunity to pray and care for God’s creation.” It also comes as 
world leaders prepare to meet at the UN Climate Change Conference 

(COP26), scheduled to take place in November, in Glasgow, Scotland, 

to deliberate on the future of our planet. 

Urging everyone to action so that we may “not waste this moment”, 

the religious leaders invite everyone to “decide what kind of world we 

want to leave to future generations,” stressing that we must choose to 
live differently and “choose life”. More so, God mandates that we 

“choose life, so that you and your children might live” (Deuteronomy 

30:19). 

Sustainability over short-term advantage 
A vital starting point for social, economic and environmental stability 

is stewardship – the “individual and collective responsibility for our 

God-given endowment,” the religious leaders underline. 

The biblical stories of the rich and foolish man who stored great 

wealth of grain while forgetting about his finite end (Luke 12: 13-21), 

and the prodigal son who squandered his inheritance and ended up 

hungry (Luke 15: 11-32), caution us against adopting short-term, 
seemingly inexpensive options, instead of adopting “a broader outlook 

and recognizing our place in the extended story of humanity.” 

The joint message goes on to warn against maximizing our interests at 

the expense of future generations, noting we are behaving in ways 

“which demonstrate little concern for other people or the limits of the 

planet.” 

“Nature is resilient, yet delicate,” the religious leaders stress. “Now, in 

this moment, we have an opportunity to repent, to turn around in 
resolve, to head in the opposite direction. We must pursue generosity 

and fairness in the ways that we live, work and use money, instead of 

selfish gain.” 

Poor people disproportionately affected 
We also face “a profound injustice,” as “the people bearing the most 

catastrophic consequences of these abuses are the poorest on the 

planet and have been the least responsible for causing them.” 

This is evident in the extreme weather and natural disasters of recent 
months that reveal to us, at great human cost, that climate change is 

“not only a future challenge, but an immediate and urgent matter of 

survival.” In addition, floods, fires and droughts have forced whole 

communities to relocate; cyclones have devastated entire regions, and 
water and food insecurity have led to conflicts and displacement for 

millions of people. 

“We serve a God of justice, who delights in creation and creates every 

person in God’s image, but also hears the cry of people who are poor. 

Accordingly, there is an innate call within us to respond with anguish 

when we see such devastating injustice,” the message reads. 

Future generations not spared 
The religious leaders further caution that “tomorrow could be worse” 

and today’s children and teenagers risk facing catastrophic 

consequences unless we take responsibility now to sustain our world 

as “fellow workers with God.” They, therefore, invite everyone, for 
the sake of our children, to “eat, travel, spend, invest and live 

differently, thinking not only of immediate interest and gains but also 

of future benefits.” 

“We repent of our generation’s sins. We stand alongside our younger 

sisters and brothers throughout the world in committed prayer and 

dedicated action for a future which corresponds ever more to the 

promises of God,” they urge. 

Need for cooperation, change 

Over the course of the pandemic, which brought to the fore our 
vulnerabilities and the frailty of our systems, these crises present us 

with a choice, the message points out. 

“We are in a unique position either to address them with 

shortsightedness and profiteering or seize this as an opportunity for 

conversion and transformation.” 

However, this involves making changes that involve individual 

responsibility for our use of resources. It will also require “an ever-
closer collaboration among all churches in their commitment to care 

for creation” and for communities and nations to “discover new ways 

of working together to break down the traditional barriers between 

peoples, to stop competing for resources and start collaborating.” 

Edited from an article in “Vatican News” by Benedict Mayaki, SJ 

 

 



Sunday 
 

 

24th Sunday 

Of the Year 

9.00 am 

11.00 am 

12.00 pm 

5.00 pm 

Mass  

Mass 

Mass 

Mass (Syro-Malabar Rite) 

Seamus Moen 

Chris Hill 

The Parish 

Monday 

St. John Chrysostom 

9.00 am 

 

Mass 

 

Gemma Mangan RIP 

Tuesday  

The Exultation of the 

Holy Cross 

9.00 am 

 

Mass 

 

Bemay & Stevie White 

Wednesday 

Our Lady of Sorrows 

9.00 am 

 

Mass 

 

Tom Moran RIP 

Thursday 

SS Cornelius & 

Cyprian 

9 - 10am 

7.00 pm 

Holy Hour of Adoration 

Mass 

 

Tony Bull (90th Birthday) 

Friday 

St. Robert Bellarmine 

9.00 am 

 

Mass Pat Coleman RIP 

Saturday 

Feria 

9.00 am Mass Evie O’Connell’s  

Intentions 

Sunday 
 

25th Sunday 

Of the Year 

9.00 am 

11.00 am 

12.00 pm 

5.00 pm 

Mass 

Mass 

Mass 

Mass (Syro-Malabar Rite) 

Ian & Tina Kennedy 

The Parish 

Peter Meehan RIP 

 
Normal opening times: Due to the relaxation in restrictions, the Church will be open every day from 8.45 am until 

5.00 pm, except on Thursdays when it remains open until 7.45 pm 
 

Your Offering to the Parish: Last Sunday's collection was £320.23. Thank you! 

Standing Order gifts to the Parish: Each week £486 is given through standing orders. 

Donations through the Diocese: An average of £77 is given each week. 

Gift Aid benefits to the parish: The value of Gift Aid averages £88 per week 

Second Collection Next Week: Home Mission 

Cleaners This Week: The Church is cleaned and sanitised daily by the stewards. 

Counters This Week: CC & MB. 

Readings for this Sunday 
Isaiah 50: 5-9: I offered my back to those who struck me. 

James 2: 14-18: If good words do not go with faith, it is quite dead. 

Mark 8: 27-35: You are the Christ. The Son of Man is destined to suffer grievously. 

Readings for next Sunday 

Wisdom 2: 12, 17-20; James 3: 16-4: 3; Mark 9: 30-37. (Page 74) 
 

During this season   The Environment; Teachers & pupils; 

Of Ordinary Time, autumn,  The Spread of the Gospel; The Harvest 

We are asked to pray for:  Prisoners & their Families; Victims of War; Young People. 
 

 

COVID precautions continuing 
Although legal restrictions have ended, the reality is that the infection is still rampant, and the numbers of 

infected people in Northampton is considerable. We must act responsibly. This means not just looking after 
our own health & well-being, but also acting in a way that protects others. It is clearly prudent to continue the 

precautions that we are taking in the church, and this will last into the foreseeable future. Social distancing in 

Church, mask-wearing, hand sanitising & also the daily cleaning of the church must also continue. Singing 
from behind masks is allowed, but the use of hymn-books is still not recommended. The additional 12 noon 

Mass will continue while we keep social distancing, & good warning will be given about when this will end. 

The toilets can be used if necessary, but please will users apply sanitiser as necessary.  
 

Please get in touch with Gregory Care (07434 669011) if you or anyone you know would benefit from 

receiving a food parcel.  
 

There will be 40 Hours exposition and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament from 

7.00 am on Friday September 10th to 11.00 pm on Saturday September 11th. 

 

Please pray for the sick: 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

Anniversaries:  
May they Rest in Peace 

Sheila McGill Albert O’Sullivan 

Carmen Prendiville Josefa Horn 

Charlotte Noone Margaret Riordan 

Maria Mozhowyi Margaret Warnes 

John McGill Patrick Purcell 

Josephine Gilmartin Catherine Fleming 

Gerald Gardner Charles Clarke 

Alfred Robinson Frederick Burke 

H. Brierley Columba McCart 

Trevor Thompson Celia McNally 

Kevin White Thomas Hallahan 

Mary Fallon Margaret Hollowell 

Ellen Ihme Miklos Becker 
 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 

That we will make courageous choices for a simple 
& environmentally sustainable lifestyle, rejoicing in 

young people who are committed to this. 
 
 

An act of Spiritual Communion 
 

I prostrate myself at your feet, O my Jesus,  

and I offer you the repentance of my heart,  

which abases itself in its nothingness  

and in your Holy Presence.  
I adore You in the Sacrament of your Love;  
I desire to receive You in the poor abode  
that my heart offers You.  

While awaiting the happiness of Sacramental Communion, 
I wish to possess you in spirit.  
Come to me, O my Jesus, that I may come to You. May 

your Love inflame my whole being  

in life and in death.  

Jesus, I believe in You, I hope in You, I love You.  Amen. 

Pope Francis [20 March 2020] 
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Priest: 
Fr Andrew Behrens        713015 
E-mail: priest@stgregory.org.uk 
Deacon: 
Rev Michael Fleming   647750 
E-mail: mvf@btinternet.com 
Pastoral Assistant: 
Maria Heath          
E-mail: maria.heath@yahoo.co.uk 

Tickets 

are now 

here! 

http://www.stgregory/


Notices of Interest 
Bible Alive for September & October is now available - only £3.00! 

If you wish to purchase a copy, they are near the hand-sanitiser in the 

narthex as you come into church. 
 

Repository: The Repository is now open after every Sunday Mass. 

We really need a few more helpers prepared to stand for a few minutes 

after Mass – all stock is marked, so it is not a difficult task! A small 

display of Confirmation cards and mementoes is on display.  

Kathleen Healey (01604) 629103 
 

 

 

We welcome into the family of the Church  

Jack John Cooper 

who received Christian Baptism recently.  

Please pray for him and his family. 
 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 

Baptism Preparation: The next preparation will be in the Sacristy 

on Mon. 18th October, 7pm. Please note that you will need to phone 

Deacon Michael on 07999808997 before you attend, to book your 

place.  

First Holy Communion 2022: If you have a child in school 

years 3-6 who would like to make their First Holy Communion next 

summer, please make a note in your diary or on your calendar for 

17th October, after the 11am Mass.  At this meeting, the programme 

for this year & the commitment to the programme will be explained & 

registration will take place.  It is essential that your child/children, 

& at least one parent attend this meeting – it’s quite alright if the 

whole family attends! The meeting will be held in the Church hall after 

11am Mass & refreshments will be provided! We expect the meeting 

to be about an hour. If you have any questions please e-mail Stella 

Watts at swatts49@outlook.com  and we will get back to you. 

Confirmation – all Confirmandi are to attend: our next session 

on Sat. 18th Sept. 2.30pm - 4.30pm at the Cathedral. Please get in 

touch with your Catechist team if you need help with getting to the 

Cathedral on the 18th. Confirmation practise session Sun. 26th Sept 

at St Gregory's Church after 12 noon Mass (approx. 12.30 pm start) 

Confirmation for this group will take place on Friday 1st October at St 

Gregory's Church. Please check your emails from the Catechist Team 

for more information and get in touch with us if you have any 

questions. Thank you. 

Adult Confirmandi – those who have confirmed their attendance at 

the Confirmation at St Gregory’s on Friday October 1st– please check 

your emails and please attend the practise session on Sunday 26th 

September after the 12 noon Mass (approx. 12.30 pm start). Please 

check your emails from the Catechist Team for more information and 

get in touch with us if you have any questions. 
 

Mission Northampton: Mission Northampton is based at the St 

Thomas Centre at Northampton Cathedral, but is a town-wide project 

involving all the parishes & Catholic schools in the town. If you are 

interested in being part of this new initiative he would like to hear from 

you. Please contact Fr David for further information:  

frdaviddonaghue@northamptondiocese.org 
 

News from the Foodstore! We as a parish continue to support the 

Cathedral Foodstore by supplying toiletries to add to food bags. The 

Cathedral supply these provisions each week to families in need from 

around Northampton. Please help us continue our commitment to 

provide household & personal hygiene products. We aim to add 2 

items to each bag & there are approximately 80 bags sent out each 

week. At the moment we have very little in reserve. (Except baby 

products.) Please donate what you can, & continue to pray for this 

work. Many Thanks, Gregory Care. 
 

Choir Matters: Our next monthly choir practice will be 2 Sep - Feast 

of St Gregory, Friday 3rd.  Alec 
 

Parish Finances: Continued thanks for the wonderful generosity 

that you are showing to the parish, in the special collections, CAFOD, 

Missio, and gifts for the kitchen refurbishment. 

Standing Order via Donor’s Own Bank. You can set up a 

standing order for donations to your parish using either your on line 

bank account or in branch. The information required to make the 

donation is as follows: 
 

Bank;                  NatWest 

Sort Code;              60-06-11 

Account Number; 46898093  

Account Name;     Northampton Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust 

Payment Ref; Parish Name/Area: (St. Gregory’s, Northampton) 
 

Bl. Cyprian Tansi Prayer Group continues to pray together online 

via Skype and by telephone. 
 

Tots @ St Gregory’s: We will be in the church hall from 9:30 – 

11:30 each school week Tuesday! If you have care of a baby or pre-

school child on Tuesday mornings why not join our very friendly and 

fun group? We only charge £1 for an adult and however many children 

they bring and this includes snack and all activities! 
 

Vianney Mission Prayer Group will not meet during this time. 
 

The Catholicism Course: The “Catholicism” course is running on 

Tuesday evenings through the summer, starting at 7.30. While it does 

form a continuous course, each session does stand alone, so if you have 

to miss one or more, you can dip in to those you can. There is one 

session left: 

1 September 14th  The Last Things 

please email to Fr Andrew for the Zoom link 
 

If you missed Fr Nick King last Monday, the video is still 

available to watch here: https://youtu.be/q1tmIqvMSl8.  
 

Zoom course on the Mass: When the present ‘Catholicism’ 

course ends, on Tuesday evenings there will be the Alpha course on 

Tuesdays, but on Mondays there will be a course entitled “A Biblical 

Walk through the Mass”. There are four sessions: Mondays, 20th and 

27th September and 4th and 11th October, starting at 7.30 pm. Please 

email to Fr Andrew for the Zoom link 
 

Courses for Readers: There will be a course for readers on Zoom 

starting on Wednesday 22nd September, and following that the Bible 

Timeline course will start on Zoom on Wednesday evenings, 

beginning at 7.30 pm. All are welcome, but those who proclaim the 

Scriptures at Mass are particularly encouraged to take part. 
 

St Gregory’s next Alpha: Below are the dates of the next Alpha 

course which we are hoping will be able to be in the hall and in person. 

It is highly recommended for everyone, and is very enjoyable. 
First session:  21st September 2021: Is there more to life than this? 

Second Session: 28th September 2021 Who is Jesus? 
Third Session: 5th October 2021 Why did Jesus die? 
Fourth Session 12th October 2021 How can I be sure of my faith? 
Fifth Session 19th October 2021 Why and how do I pray? 
Sixth Session 9th November 2021 How does God guide us? 
Seventh Session 16th November 2021 Why and how should I read the Bible? 
Away-Day  19th -20th November 2021 Who is the Holy Spirit? 
Eighth Session 23rd November 2021 How can I resist evil? 
Ninth Session 30th November 2021 Why and how should we tell others? 
Tenth Session 7th December 2021 What about the Church? 
Eleventh Session 14th December 2021 What about the rest of my life? 

Each session starts with a good meal (A proper evening meal, not just 

a snack), then we watch a film together about our faith. After the film 

we have a conversation around our table about what we have seen and 

heard. It is good to have established believers as well as potential 

converts and those who simply want to know more about our faith. 

There is no charge, but donations are cheerfully accepted.

mailto:swatts49@outlook.com
mailto:frdaviddonaghue@northamptondiocese.org
https://youtu.be/q1tmIqvMSl8


Scripture Readings 12th September 2021, 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B 

Second Isaiah was writing during the exile in Babylon. Israel had 

lost land, king, and Temple. But Isaiah confidently proclaims hope 
of returning to Jerusalem: have no fear, whatever ills beset us, God 

is on our side and will save us. 

The Psalm offers an individual's grateful praise to the Lord: in 

danger of death he trusted in the Lord who saved him. 

James' letter develops last week's theme of what faith is: real faith 

cannot help but be expressed in good works. James insists that you 

cannot show you have faith without showing the good works it 

produces. He then gives examples: Abraham, who offered Isaac; 

and Rahab the prostitute, who protected Joshua's spies in Jericho. 
Both were justified by their works of faith. This message 

challenges us today: is giving money enough? 

For the first time in Mark's Gospel a human being acknowledges 

Jesus as the Christ. But then Peter immediately gets it wrong and is 
severely chastised by Jesus: God's ways are not our ways. Jesus has 

to suffer the humiliation Isaiah described to show the way we must 

follow to salvation. The way of the Cross is the only way, and we 

must imitate Jesus' faith in his Father and follow his way in faith. 

Psalm response: I will walk in the presence of the Lord 

in the land of the living. 

(Isaiah 50: 5-9; Psalm 114(115); James 2: 14-18; Mark 8: 27-35)  

Chris Oliver

Apply to work for Right To Life UK 

Are you looking to leave a corporate career and instead use your 

skills and energy to make a significant positive difference to this 
world? Right To Life UK are currently hiring for a number of 

positions across media, public affairs, digital and operations.  In 

particular, they are looking to urgently fill positions in their Public 

Affairs team, to ensure that they have the right team in place ahead 
of their opposition making further attempts to introduce radical 

changes to abortion and assisted suicide legislation. They are 

looking for highly-skilled, hard-working, professional individuals 

to join them. If this is of interest to you or if you know of anyone 
that would be suitable for one of the positions, please visit the link 

below to view the roles they are looking to hire for and learn how 

to apply. 

www.righttolife.org.uk/jobs/ 

CAFOD Harvest Family Fast Day 

CAFOD’s Family Fast Day is coming up on Friday 1st October. 

This Harvest, CAFOD is focusing on the climate crisis, a crisis 
which is affecting us all. Thank you so much for supporting 

CAFOD’s work throughout the difficult circumstances of the 

pandemic. We will be supporting the Climate Crisis Appeal with 

collections at Masses 3rd October, using the CAFOD envelopes or 
you can give directly through the CAFOD website. Climate change 

is creating crises all over the world in the form of flood, drought, 

wild fire, and many of these events are leading to conflict and 

migration, making the crisis even worse. On the front of this 
newsletter there is a report on a joint statement by Pope Francis, 

Patriarch Bartholomew and Archbishop Welby. Supporting 

CAFOD is one way in which we can all make a contribution, but 

there are other ways as well in which you can be involved. 

What do you want me to do, Lord? 
(after the 40 Hours prayer) 

If Apostolic Discipleship is to be the theme for the parish when we 

eventually come out of the pandemic, we must, like good scouts, 

‘be prepared’. 

Our 40 Hours adoration was in part with the intention that we will 
all recognise what God is calling us each, individually to do as we 

gradually move forward out of COVID. We must move forward, 

not simply go back to how we were before. Maybe you felt called 
to become involved in a particular activity. If so, and you knoe who 

is already involved in this work, speak to them. If you are unsure, 

then email or speak to one of the clergy. 

Liturgy and Worship 
Clergy 

Welcomers 

Servers 

Those who proclaim the Scriptures 
Eucharistic Ministers 

Organists 

Singers 

Other musicians 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

Those who prepare and click for 

PowerPoints 

Those who hold collection bags 
Those who keep the church clean and 

tidy 

Flower arrangers 

Those who look after the linen and 
wash it 

Good Works 
CAFOD support team 

Missio support team 

Stella Maris support team 

Gregory Care support team 
Life House support team 

SPUC support team 

Pastoral Care 

Safeguarding 
Eucharistic Ministers for the sick 

Care of the bereaved 

Visitors to the housebound 

Evangelisation  
Alpha team 

Alpha Catering team 

Alpha preparation team 

Tots@St Gregory’s team 

Care of the buildings 
Health and Safety team 

General maintenance team 

Church cleaning team 

Hall Cleaning team 
Garden team 

Sacramental Preparation 

First Communion preparation team 

Confirmation preparation team 
Baptism preparation team 

Administration 

Finance 

Other administrative tasks 

Ask God prayerfully if he is calling you to any particular service. 

Have you a particular skill or gift that indicates a particular service 
you could fulfil? 

 

Is there any service which you would regret if you had not given? 

 

 

http://www.righttolife.org.uk/jobs/
https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Family-Fast-Day


SECOND COLLECTIONS 2021 
 

 

 

28th February CAFOD (Lenten Fast Day 26th Feb) 

2nd April Good Friday Collection for the Holy Places 

25th April Diocesan Priests’ Training Fund 

16th May Mass Media 

20th June Day for Life 

27th June Peter’s Pence 

11th July Apostleship of the Sea 

19th September Home Mission Sunday 

3rd October CAFOD (Harvest Fast Day 1st October) 

24th October Mission Sunday 

7th November Bishop’s Maintenance Fund 

14th November Sick & Retired Priests’ Fund 


