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Habemus Papam

Pope Leo XIV greets the people in St
Peter’s Square, the City of Rome and
us:

“Peace be with you! Dearest
brothers and sisters, this was the
first greeting of the risen Christ, the
good shepherd who gave His life
for the flock of God. I, too, would
like this greeting of peace to enter
your hearts, to reach your families
and all people, wherever they are;
and all the peoples, and all the
earth: Peace be with you.

This is the peace of the Risen
Christ, a disarming and humble and
preserving peace. It comes from
God. God, who loves all of us,
without any limits or conditions.
Let us keep in our ears the weak but
always brave voice of Pope Francis,
who blessed Rome - the Pope who
blessed Rome and the world that
day on the morning of Easter.

Allow me to continue that same
blessing. God loves us, all of us,
evil will not prevail. We are all in
the hands of God. Without fear,
united, hand in hand with God and
among ourselves, we will go
forward. We are disciples of Christ,
Christ goes before us, and the world
needs His light. Humanity needs
Him like a bridge to reach God and
His love. You help us to build
bridges with dialogue and encounter
so we can all be one people always
in peace. Thank you, Pope Francis!

Thank you to my Cardinal brothers
who chose me to be the Successor
of Peter and to walk together with

you as a united Church searching all together for peace and justice,
working together as women and men, faithful to Jesus Christ
without fear, proclaiming Christ, to be missionaries, faithful to the

gospel.

I am a son of Saint Augustine, an
Augustinian. He said, “With you I
am a Christian, for you a bishop."
So may we all walk together
towards that homeland that God
has prepared for us.

To the Church of Rome, a special
greeting:

We have to look together how to
be a missionary Church, building
bridges, dialogue, always open to
receiving with open arms for
everyone, like this square, open to
all, to all who need our charity,
our presence, dialogue, love.

[In Spanish]:

Hello to all and especially to those
of my diocese of Chiclayo in Peru,
a loyal, faithful people
accompanying the bishop and
helping the bishop.

To all you brothers and sisters of
Rome, Italy, of all the world, we
want to be a synodal church,
walking and always seeking
peace, charity, closeness,
especially to those who are
suffering.

Today is the day of the
Supplicatio [Plea] to Our Lady of
Pompei.

Our blessed mother Mary always
wants to walk with us, be close to
us, she always wants to help us
with her intercession and her love.
So let us pray together for this
mission, and for all of the Church,
and for peace in the world.

We ask for this special grace from Mary, our Mother.”

(One of the banners hanging from the gallery is of Our Lady of
Pompei, the other is Our Lady of Perpetual Succour)
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Sunday 9.00 am Mass The Parish

4™ Sunday 11.00 am Mass Alec' Unsworth & )

Of Easter . Family Please Pray for the Sick:

4.30 pm Mass (Syro Malabar Rite)
Monday 9.00 am Mass Maureen Salter &
Feria Family
Tuesday 9.00 am Mass John Cullan RIP
Feria
Wednesday 9.00 am Mass Andy Walsh & Family
St. Matthias
Thursday 9-11.00am | Holy Hours of Adoration
Feria 7.00 pm Mass Kevin McCabe RIP
Friday 9.00 am Mass John Scott RIP
Feria
Saturday 9.00 am Mass Michael Heaphy RIP
Feria
Sunday 9.00 am Mass Andrew K. Conduah
RIP
5" Sunday 11.00 am Mass The Parish
of Easter 4.30 pm Mass (Syro Malabar Rite)

Your Offering to the Parish: Last Week Was £471.66. Thank you!

Standing Order gifts to the Parish:Each week £557 is given through standing orders.
Donations through the Diocese:
Gift Aid benefits to the parish:
CAFOD Len/Easter Appeal:
Second Collection This Week:

An average of £75 is given each week.

The value of Gift Aid averages £171 per week.
Ongoing - £1285 so far, thank you!
Diocesan Priests’ Training Fund

Anniversaries:

Second Collection Next Week: Diocesan Bishop’s Fund i May they Rest in Peace
Cleaners This Week: The Church is cleaned & sanitised on a regular basis. Elizabeth Wartmann S.arah Byrne
Counters this Week: CC & MW. (Mondays). Peter Doherty Fitzoy Burrell
Georgina Boyle Madge Spice
Readings for this Sunday:......... Len Warrington Tan Cooper
Acts 13: 14, 43b-52: Behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. Augustine Keeffe May Lewis
Revelation 7: 9, 13a, 14b-17: The Lamb will be their shepherd. Herbert Butters Betty Finn
John 10: 27-30: 1 give eternal life to my sheep. Alexander Albon Arthur Mawby
Mary Kinirons Anthony Dwyer
Readings for next Sunday (CTS New Sunday Missal Page 481) Violet Gibson William Nicholson
Acts 14: 21b-27; Revelation 21: 1-5a; John 13: 33a, 34-35. Harry Paige Paul Witty
During This Season Candidates for the Sacraments; Catherine Collard Marie Townsend
Of Easter, We Are Women’s World Day of Prayer; Penitents & Wanderers; Ernest Caillebotte Peter Kenny
Asked to Pray For: The Need & Hungry of the World; Survivors of Sexual Abuse. Madge Murray Mary Mandley
Amy Ford Patrick Kilbane
Christopher Malyszewicz| Grace Dibosa

Funding the Parish

Although the border is in red, the parish account is still in the black, thanks to the
generous giving of our people. It has been an expensive couple of years, with the need
for new boilers, then the water leak, and then a gas leak! The three of these have cost us
around £20,000, and there is an ongoing cost from the water leak in paying off the water
bill through our direct debit. However, this should be cleared by the autumn.

Many thanks to those who have taken their boxes of envelopes, and to those who have
changed their system of giving to Standing Orders. It is reliable, and helps the church to
budget effectively, it saves both giver and the church in having to deal in cash, it
simplifies the administration of ‘gift-aid’ and it reduces our bank-charges. We are
currently paying over £20 each month as charge for paying in cash!

The bank details are elsewhere in the newsletter; giving by Standing Order leaves you
in complete control of your giving and in this increasingly cash-less age makes sense.
Inflation is a concern to the Church as much as it is to us all at a domestic level. If you
have not thought about how much you give for a few years, and if your own income has
increased, please consider whether you could increase your regular giving to the parish

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS
FOR MAY
Let us pray that through work, each person might find
fulfilment, families might be sustained in dignity, and that
society might be humanised

Prayer for Peace for Ukraine, the Holy Land and all
places of strife

Please continue to pray for an end to wars,
and for all victims of war:

O God, author and lover of peace,
to know you is to live, to serve you is to reign.
Defend against every attack those who cry to you
so that we, who trust in your protection,
may not fear the weapons of any foe.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.




Notices of Interest

Congratulations to those receiving Holy Communion for the first time
this week
Federica Adriana Andrei
Jessica Maria Andro
Julian Nicholas Andro
Klaudia Szopa
Maya Vantur

Antonia Maria Ghilizan
Savio Paul Collins

Denis Achille Mitrica

Dima Emanuel Susanu
Edwin Valentin Stanciu
Anthony C. Benjamin-Okeke

Repository: The Repository is open after Sunday Masses for the sale of
cards and religious goods. A supply of First Holy Communion cards and
gifts are available. Any queries or volunteers to 01604 629103
or Kath.healey.789@gmail.com

A SERIOUS WARNING

There will be a road closure of Park Avenue North between the traffic
lights at the junction with Abington Avenue and the junction with Cedar
Road from 12" May for 5 days until 16" May (Monday to Friday)
between 9.30 am and 3.00 pm. This is to repair potholes, not a full scale
re-surfacing. Those coming to weekday morning Mass or Adoration can
still get home afterwards, but not on Park Avenue North.

Bible Alive for Easter & June is now available - only £3.00! If you wish
to purchase a copy, they are in the narthex as you come into church.

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham:
14™ June 2025:

A coach will leave from St. Gregory's at 8am on
Saturday 14™ June, leaving Walsingham at about
5.00pm. Cost £22 per person (payable in advance).
To book, please see Caryll in the Office.
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Child Safety: Your children are always very welcome at St. Gregory’s,
whether at Mass or coffee mornings etc. However, please keep your
children with you at all times (especially toddlers) as their safety is your
responsibility. If you cannot see them (ie if you are in the hall and they
are in the foyer) you cannot see what they are doing. Not everywhere is
safe — even in Church! Please take particular care in the car-park and on
the pavement outside the Church.

The end of the Financial Year: The Church’s financial year runs
from 1% April to 31% March, so we have just come to a ‘year-end’ and the
parish accounts are being prepared for sending to the diocese so that the
Finance Office can produce the figures for the entire Diocese. Until that
is published it will not be possible to give a complete financial picture but
this will be presented in the newsletter as soon as it is available. Much the
easiest way to support the parish financially is through a standing order
directly from your own bank account. The information required for this
is as follows:

Bank; NatWest

Sort Code; 60-06-11

Account Number; 46898093

Account Name;  Northampton Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust
Payment Ref; Parish Name/Area: (St. Gregory’s, Northampton)

Please remember that if you pay income tax, the Church can reclaim this on
your giving, (£2.50 for every £10 given) and this is much simpler if you give
by standing order.

Bl. Cyprian Tansi Prayer Group prays together online via Whatsapp
(from 3™ May) and by telephone and on the first Saturday of the month,
here in the Hall: 10.00 am-12.00 pm.

Parking: Our car-park is small, and many have to park on the road. We
are in a residential district, and our neighbours also like to park. Please be
considerate, and remember that there are laws regarding where you may
park. It is illegal to block a drive to a house where there is a dropped kerb
or where a white line is painted indicating the needs of a disabled driver.
It is also illegal to park at a road junction. It is also rude and dangerous
to block the entrance to the car park — it’s the same person most weeks
(you know who you are), please be more considerate! There is usually
space on Wellingborough Road at the side of Abington Park opposite the
bottom of Lime Avenue

Wintershall: Pilgrimage to Wintershall on Sat 21% June. Return by
coach from Sacred Heart Church to Wintershall to experience ‘The Story
of Jesus, brought to life’. Suggested donations of £50.00 per adult, £30.00
per child (3-18) or Family Ticket (2 adults + 2 or more children) £150.00.
There are a small number of bursaries available. If you would like to take
part, please give your name & how many seats you need on the sign-up
sheet. It is important to indicate how many adult/child seats you wish to
book. Please contact the Parish Office at Sacred Heart for more info.
Cheques to Sacred Heart Parish. Payments should be placed in envelope
marked “Wintershall” & handed into the Parish Office at Sacred Heart.

Women of Hope: A Special Diocesan Gathering: The Women
in Ministry group in the Diocese of Northampton are running a special
event on Sat 19" July 2025 at St Mary's Woburn Sands from 11am-4pm.
Join us for an opportunity for women across the Diocese to gather, share
& celebrate stories of our ministries past & present. We welcome Avril
Baigent who will share her experiences of the Synod in Rome & lead us
in a synodal listening process. Bishop David will also be joining us for
the day & the final liturgy. All welcome! Sign-up using the link:
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/northamptondiocese/1600230

Or contact Helen Burgess helen.burgess@northamptondiocese.org

Church Cleaning: Helpers needed to clean the Church on last Sat. every
month (next — 31% May), after morning Mass. All welcome, especially
younger, more energetic ones!

Choir Notes: next practices are from 11-12 on the 2™ Saturday of the
month: 14 Jun, (not July), Aug 9, Sep 13, Oct 11, Nov 8. Alec

Tots @ St Gregory's: If you have the care of a baby or pre-school
child on Tuesday mornings join us in the church hall from 9.30-11.30.
Just £1 for you & any number of children & includes snacks for the
children & yourself. Term time only. Looking forward to seeing you!

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION

Baptism Preparation: The next session will be in the Sacristy, 7pm,
on Monday 16™ June. Please note you will need to phone Deacon
Michael on 07999808997 before you attend, to book a place.

First Holy Communion 2024/5: First Holy Communion 2025
Registration is now complete, and there is no more space this year.
Confirmation in 2025: Apologies that this date was missed; this was
caused by unavoidable circumstances. Please will any wishing to enrol
please email to childrens.liturgy@stgregory.org.uk to register that you
want to enrol for the next Confirmation. The Confirmation will be in the
afternoon of Sunday September 7 2025.

Gregory Care: Forthcoming events for your diary:-

27th May Pilgrimage to Aylesford Priory pick up from St Gregory’s
leaving promptly at 8am. Unfortunately someone has moved or
thrown away one of the “sign up” sheets with at least 3 names on it,
so please check with Gregory Care if you have signed up to confirm
your seat. The cost will be £20

14th June Irish Unity in Diversity Event.

29th June Picnic in the park.

20th September African Unity in Diversity Event. We are looking
for someone to help organise this day, so if you are African and
would like to showcase your culture please get in touch with us.
15th November Indian Unity in Diversity Event.

Our first Event hosted by our Romanian and Polish communities
was a great success and has set a very high bar (not that it’s a
competition!)

Refreshment Donations: Below is the schedule for refreshment
donations through the year:

From the first Sunday in Advent

to the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord: The Hope Centre
From the Second Sunday in ordinary time

to the last Sunday before Ash Wednesday: Gregory Care
Through Lent and Eastertide: CAFOD

Ordinary Time until the end of August: Refreshment Fund
September until the Harvest collection: CAFOD

After harvest until the beginning of Advent: The Bible Society




Scripture Readings: Fourth Sunday of Eastertide, 11" May 2025

The Antioch church sent Barnabas and Paul on mission. After
visiting Cyprus, Barnabas’ birthplace, they arrived at Perga on the
south coast of what is now Turkey, and travelled north to Antioch in
Pisidia. Everywhere they went they spoke first to the Jews about
Jesus as the climax of the whole Jewish history. Jesus who was
killed by the Jewish leaders, but raised from the dead by God. At
first many Jews listened attentively.

The processional Psalm sings joyfully of God: "he made us, we
belong to him".

In the Book of Revelation John sees events in heaven which mirror
events on earth. Witnesses persecuted for their beliefs do not suffer

creation.

In John’s Gospel, after Jesus had healed the man born blind, the

Jewish leaders argued about Jesus, and asked him to say plainly if he
was the Messiah. Jesus says the healing he does in the Father’s name
testifies to him. He ends with a clear statement: "I and the Father are
one" The Jews picked up rocks to stone Jesus: they understood Jesus

was claiming to be God.
Psalm Response: We are his people, the sheep of his flock.

(Acts 13: 14, 43-52; Psalm 99(100); Rev 7: 9, 14-17; John 10: 27-
30)

in vain: they will be vindicated and evildoers punished. Not Chris Oliver
vengeance, but God’s justice. And a message of hope: the faithful of
every nation will be rewarded with perfect life in God’s renewed
Chant used for the Communion procession at 11.00 i CASPAR
Chorch RS OSSN i “Your Church”
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If you have not already, please register as soon as you can, and include your
home address, telephone number and email address in the ‘About You’ tab
and ask for the newsletter in the “Your Church’ tab. It is helpful if you can
indicate which Mass you normally attend.
www.caspar.church/me?ID=56067

You will need internet access for a security code which will be sent to
you by email. (Check junk/spam and set CASPAR not to be treated as
spam.)

— tab.
Please sign up.
To receive the
newsletter
o at home; choose
the ‘email’ box at
HotyDay the bottom of the
window.
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St Gregory the Great Church, Northampton
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40 Hours of Prayer

The origins of the custom of 40 Hours’ prayer before the Blessed
Sacrament goes back at least 488 years, to May 1537, when northern
Italy was under attack from the Ottoman Empire from the East, and also
from the French on the West. The City of Milan began the practice of
continuous prayer for protection and peace, described as: “a round of
prayers and supplications to be offered both by day and night by all the
faithful of Christ, before our Lord's Most Sacred Body, in all the
churches of the said city, in such a manner that these prayers and
supplications are made by the faithful themselves relieving each other in
relays for forty hours continuously in each church in succession.” By
1550 the practice had spread to other cities, certainly to Rome where it
was popularised by St Philip Neri, and St Ignatius Loyola.

The theme of ‘continuous prayer’ through the 40 Hours was important,
although recognising that no one person could do this, hence ‘relieving
each other in relays’, so that between many people, there would be
continuous prayer, day and night, for 40 hours.

The number ‘40’ features frequently in the Bible, and in relation to time,
generally signifies a considerable period; Jesus spent 40 days in the
wilderness, rain fell for 40 days and nights in the time of Noah, the
Israelites spent 40 years in the wilderness and the body of Jesus was 40
hours in the tomb. The origin of the 40 hours prayer was actually bigger
than this; the 40 hours was just that part of a continuing prayer which
was in one particular place, and would be taken up somewhere else.

When the 40 Hours was first instituted, it was in the face of a serious
threat to the people. In relation to the threat from the Ottoman Empire, it
was seen as a threat the Church, but the prayer was seen as an act of
reparation for the sins of Christians rather than a prayer for victory over
the enemy.

— “Quarant’ Ore”

In the Old Testament history of Israel it was clearly understood that
when things went badly for the country it was because of the people’s
failure to follow God’s way. We can see the same in our time. Society
has, in so many ways departed from God’s plan for humanity; wars,
damage to the environment, oppression, prejudice, crime, lifestyles
which exploit others. It is easy to point the finger at others, but we
should be starting with ourselves; to seek forgiveness for our own sins
and make reparation for them before we seek to make reparation for the
sins of others.

A time of Eucharistic Adoration is also a time of stillness in the
presence of God, and a time of listening to him. Recognising that we are
living in an era in which many do not know him, do not love him, do not
obey him and do not worship him, we must be asking him what we, both
individually and as a parish can do about it. Simply to make reparation
is not enough. We are all called into this ‘missionary discipleship’ in
which we all have a part to play in God’s plan.

This is being written on VE day, and the stories of any people whose
work was instrumental in bringing about the end of war are being told.
The miners, the Land Army, the code-breakers, the air raid wardens, the
nurses, the families that took in evacuees — and so many more people
whose individual contributions added up to the final victory. Prayer
underpins all the Church’s work, and that is especially true of the work
of mission.

A new era in the life of the Church is starting, and this coming 40 Hours
can be a time of prayer and re-commitment to the apostolic mission of
the Church and of discernment for each one of us that we may know
what part God wants us each to play in his plan that all the world may
live in peace and love.

7.00 am Friday 18t to 11.00 pm Saturday 19t July



